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<* Gentlemen have been too liberal in dealing out reflections againij| 
m'e ; in any qtiestion where England is right, I will support ket^^ 
where she is wrmtg^ I will oppose her injustice ; and in adv(^ 
eattug the just cjuxac of Amevtra, or of any other power ayawBt itl^ 

injiiHiicf of L:i;::lau<l, A vf.-i/ J a-.n .aiicoaUits the cause of vij^ en -^^ 
I am not the-advoc*tt? of America — I am not the advooaU ^^^i 1 i s^ 
?JuJ' t?^" aAjv<;r-;ii • mC my co7»ntry, because I am the o/ho-^ ^f 
justice.''* A\ iiit bread's si»eech upon the Orders in Council, Mr.: 6, 
1809. CobbetVs Debates, xii. lias, 

** I feel a sort of enthusiasm in favour of America ; not only oa. 
account of the origin of the jieople, but also on account of the noble 
stand they had made for their independence." Lord Erskine, Feb. 1 5, 
ld08. Debate upon the Orders in Council. CobbetCs Deb. z. 473. 
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Book I. line 801, for ** their camps'^ read ^ their factious camps. 
in. — 355, for « ff Mite" read "ffMfdc." 
V, Argument* for ^' Oiccn" read « Omen.'^ 
VIII. line 27, for *< ^^o" read ** ITo." 
X. — 347, for "Deed" read ** Deep,** 
^ 4 Ui after *« Tims" read »*«Aen." 
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PEE.FACE. 



I It k an observation of professor Schiitz, that 
the objects Yflmh iEscb jius appears to have had 
1 m ¥iew wben he wrote his patriotiek tragedy of 
hoiaetheBs, were to conffrm the Athenians in 
the ardent love of that liberty which they so 
enviaMy enjojred^ and to inspire them with an 
utter detestation of despotism, and a determined 
I resistance to oppression. Fn the voluptuous nn)- 
I iiarchy of P^ia.. the? p6^t WW enougV td dls- 
I gu»t him with tyranny ; ^d the contTi&t exhi- 
f bited between the miseries att^diant n][^n such 
' wfwta of government, and tfie>b^pin4s^ a/ising 
from Athenian freedom, wstis*a'' ^use su^Bciently 
powerftd to raise to- an exertion almost rnons than 
bumaa ike genios of the Shakespear of Greece. 
Sfiefo tlBo is the object of the author of the 
present work. Born and educated in a land of 
I liberty ; descended- from ancestors who, in the. 
1 senates of their country, have with invariable 
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uniformity given their voices* in defence of its 
rip^hts, and for the preservation of its liberties^ he 
could not but feel, in common with every British 
patriot, his i^ole indignation roused at the 
attempt of a weak and wicked administration 
to subjugate his free brethren in America, and 
thus not only to destroy one of the first prin- 
ciples of the British constitution, but to pave 
the way to the introduction of despotick power 
at home. If enthusiasm has any where in- 
fluenced my pen, let the reader reflect that it 
is an enthusiasm if not caused^ yet agg-ravated 
by the proclaimed increase of the influence of 
the crown, and the gigantick strides of modem 
corruption. Let him reflect too that it is di- 
rected to the best of objects, the recovery of the 
pas<i*ilie preser^^tien^pf.the present, and the 
securit V /jf . our future . liberties. That my work 
will in. ^}]^^iiie^.esdt(pe censure and abuse, is 
neithcf/it( be :tu^peqjted, nor regretted; for 
abuse is**noth*ing mo^e than the malignant effu- 
sion of that corruption, against which my pen 
lias been uniformly, I wisli I could add, effica- 
ciously employed. If some pas^ges of the poem. 

* See the divisions at the end of Chandler^s Vebates, 
▼ol. viii. and xii. 
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should seem not immediately to relate to the 

period in ivhieh they meet the publick eye, let* 

it be remembered that those passages were 

written some year» a^ amid suspensions of the 

Habeas Corpus act, amid treason and sedition 

bilb, amidst the imprisonments of learned 

and patriotick men, and aboye all under a 

system of spies and informers, that tended, 

among other e^ils, to diminish the chief sotiioe 

of human happiness, the endearments of do^' 

mestick life*. 

In respect to the plan and nature of the poem, 
i hare but little to obs^ve. It will probably be 
remarked, as it has been of the Pharsalia^ that its 
subject is too near my own times; be it so; the' 
enlightened reader will percmye an-endeavour 
to< remedy, that defeot;^ and let him remember 
that humtoKfe is short, and had the validity 
of this objectien been allowed, the poem would 
never have been written. Seme criticks will per* 
haps object to the length of the episodes ;* but 
the same oli^tioa has been- made to^the best of ' 
poets in the best of times. If malice, or igno- ' 
ranee should suggest that the Americans were 
the enemies of my country, I positively deny 
the assertion. The American war was the wai^ 
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9i a e^mifft adminifllrotim in dinct oppoatUm^ 
tl^the^T#iee of the mctat enf%fataiicd' patriots iat 
Ibe. British naticmk The Americans have* heels 
jfMXAj called? eiB chihleev, aawt our bf ethren^ 
tiiey kwreliaasled of OIci England as their bame\ 
and the concessions uUiiBsately made to iben^ 
havo saanifcsted the original injustice of the. 
i9lHr. They took np arms in defrnco of the' 
awPiOr righOi and liberties,, whiefe £iiglishineit 
tbcHiisdTes defended al* their glorious rervia* 
tion, and a similar success attended boUi. Thesr 
are not the poet's sentiments only, they are 
tlie sentimettts. of a Rockio^haiitiy a Sariile^ a 
Camden and a Chatham t» It is ttoe that loccS 
Sibrth^ and his associates stamped the Ameri^ 
caas wkh; the ni»ne of lebds^ but ^^ the terra 
rshel (as Mr^ Fo& observed ki the House oC 
GoyEMMmsy March; 11th,, 1776) itas no ceilaiii 
nark: of di^gratee ; &« that aU the gieat aasertom- 
of liberty^ the savibura of thek country, the 
ben£&ctors of mankiael, ia aU ages ha^e iacen^ 
called rebels; that they eren o^ned tiid cmstite-* 
tkm wbtcb enabled thenttasit in; thai house tx^ 
a.cebolUan." . . 

• Sfeethc note, b. iv. ver. 156. 

f>Ste thenotes, b. iv. v^r. 75. 149LUB. 158". 10*. 18^. 

ia& 3CS(. ¥».fii. 9i. urn. tm isa; 
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Jb itipccft to* iii0.\$mgnag&^Mi i^eniiiealioih, 
ftnrcr liboiiflB bane.fc^^ tokei^ Aa» wiH W 
Smmd iik Milton, and' nonrwhicK ttre net' fc^od 
b^ htm. SoiM pbiBse» and senlitQettts ma^ 
appMiP()>k»¥9feeen HoFfolred^ nfcitfe ftayg nm^ 
fircMn my pen without my knowing whence they* 
came : others indeed I have knowingly imitated^ 
as Yirgil and Milton have done before me,, from 
the best authors of antiquity. 

The annotations are principally confined to 
historical proofs of the sentiments delivered by 
the characters introduced in the body of the 
work, and in judging of these characters, the 
upright critick will not overlook the vindica-^ 
tion. He will reflect too that the opinions ex- 
pressed are not always those of the poet; it is 
sufficient lor me that I have no where volunta-^ 
rily transgressed the bounds of historick record* 

The imagery is, for the most part, the same 
as Milton's, and as peace and liberty are to be 
ranked among the best blessings of man, they 
naturally suggest the idea of being odious ta 
the enemy of man. 

I now dismiss ray work with the consoling re- 
fiection that I have endeavoured to inculcate 
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the best lessons of morality and ^iitue : tl 
my endeavours vfiO. be crowned with succe 
would be vanity to expect ; but if I fail^ I shi 
fail in the greatest of undertakings, where su 
cess is uncommon, and the attempt paido 
able. 

London, 
Jane 1, 1809^ 
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ARGUMENT OF THE FIRST BOOK. 



Invocation. Subject proposed — the restoration of Liberty. 
Grief of Satan, and his speedi to the Infernal Angels assem- 
bled in Papdi9moi)i|i|ai. OneB| and coiise^f ent iniligf atton 
of Satan, who upbraids Moloch and other potentates of Hell. 
Fury of Moloch, appeased by Beelzebub. Moloch advises war. 
Second speech of Satan, layinig^ open the plan of the cam- 
paign, his various deeds in America, and a portion of the his- 
tory of the war. Bfammon's speech, explaining his success 
among ther hirelings of Britain, but deploring his incapabi- 
lity of corrupting Lord Chatham and the patriots. Other 
omens. Array of the infernal host, and their departure for 
Tork-town in Virginia* Satan follows in his car. 
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ALMiGHrr Being ! who on the human mind 

Hast deep impressM the unutterable worth 

Of heayen-sprung Liberty, and didst denounce 

The curse of ignorance with all its woes 

Upon that nation which should spurn her gifts ; 5 

To thee I call , and b^ thy heavenly aid 

To uphold my mortal pinions while I sing 

Freedom restored to half the peopled eart|i 

By freedom's noblest bulwark^ Washington. 

Say the first cause of all this good to man ; 10^ 

What ran^ oppression ! what despotick law3 ! 

What deep-laid plots of wicked ministers 

To strangle in its birth the immortal sc^ ! 

Or, if the infernal potentates of hell 

Line 14. Or, t/fAe in/enta;-— That Providence, in its ^Ks- 
piensations of human affairs, frequently admitted of the- 
agency of evil spirits, stands recorded in various passages 
of sacred history; among others in 1 Kings xxii. 20,- 
-Vf here Ahab, the son and successor of Omri,, was persuaded 
tp go up and fallal Ramoth-Gilead, by a lying spirit in th^ 
niouth of hi3 prophets; which spirit was permitted by the 
Lord not only to persuade him, but to prevail also. It is re-' 

b2 



4 WASHINGTON, BOOK f. 

Have been permitted to resume awhile 15 

Their power on earth to spe^ thy great design, 
Say, for alone thou canst, which first and last, 
In war, or council, lent his devilish aid. 

Long time had Satan ?iewM with envious eye, 
From where in Pandaemonium thronM he sat, 20 
Colambia's mighty chief, at whose right hand 
He saw Success waving her lucid plnmes. 
While Glory had descended from above. 
And o'er his standard spread her eagle wings. 
He saw, and griev'd, and thus to his compeers 25 
Pour*d the foreboding tumults of his soul ; 

it Was it for this that we have toil'd so long 
To avert the will of Heaven, and to mix 
In all the affairs of men discord and war ? 
Shall a mean rebel trample under foot 30 

markahle, indf^ed, that the celebrated duke of Manchester 
applied this very passage to those evil coonsellors whose rash 
and headstroog politics caused that fatal war which is the sub- 
ject of the present poem ; but the enli|i;hteiied reader needs 
not be told that, how evil soever the poet may believe such 
eonnseis to bave been, his whole object in introducing his 
machinery is parely allegorical. Lords' Debates^ March 5, 
1776»v. p. 189. Almon. 

SO. a^mean reftaf — ^As the direct tendency of superfluous 
wealth, particularly in the earlier period of life, is to ener- 
vate the human mind, pointing out only qub ducU gula^ it is 
not much to be wondered at that many of the greatest cha- 
racters of the world should have arisen from humble stations. 
** Washington's patrimonial estate was by no means conside- 
rable ; his youth was employed in oseAil industry— -in the 
practice of his profession as a surveyor.*' And if the reader 
will take the pains to inquire into the origin of the various 
admiitfstirators (for I speak not of emperors and kings) of 
the European governments, either at the present, or in for- 
mer times, he will ind it not unfreqo^tly obscnre and 
humble. See MorthaWa lAft of Washingtofit ii. p. 2, 8vo. 
PhUlipt, ia04. 
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Our froitfol crops of ignoraaiSe and power? 

Say, shall a people's choice thus reassume 

The rdns of empire we so long have plac'd 

Under the rnle of proved ministers ? 

See where Columbia's endless woods rebound 35 

With hymns of victory ; see her altars blaze 

With the rich incense of a people's joy ! 

Heard ye that shout ? All heaven, and earth, and 

hell, 
Chaos, and night reverberate the sound ; 
'T was to seraphick Liberty. E'en; now, 40 

Now while we thus deliberation hold, 
The mighty foe prepares with latest hs^qd 
To perfect his great work : Columbia, 
Whence we have hop'd, as from an earthly throne, 
Preeminent to pour upon mankind 45 

Future oppression, civil wars, and strife ; 
Columbia crown'd with freedom, plenty, peace^ 
Will propagate her blessings far and wide. 
And all our hopes be blasted with our power. 
Hell i hear my voice ! perhaps for this last time 50 
Do I address thee ; my prophetick mind 
Forebodes some dire misfortune to my throne, 

44. Whence tee have hop^d, — If the efforts of the British 
ministry to subjugate America bad been crowned with success, 
it is hardly possible to doubt the consequences that would have 
ensued : ** either terms must have been granted to her equiva- 
lent to independence, or else a perpetual cause of war would 
have remained." Other nations must have suffered by these 
conflicts with America, as they are now benefited by the 
establishment of her independence. Upon this subject the 
reader may consult the advertisement prefixed to Ram8ay*» 
History \ and the Appendix^ No. IV. 8vo. Stockdale, 1793. 
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Some spetidj dtesolatidn. Brare eodipeers ! 
Now give your belst advke ^ tfnd thou, whose gold 
Hath mightiest inflttence o'er the hearts Of men, 65 
Exert thy wonted power, or rather seek 
Some new unbroken treasure, for great need 
Hare wie of ererj succour : fid! we now, 
We are for erer fatlen ; we rise no more.** 

Scarce had he said, when in the furthest west 00 
Seraphick splendour glided down the sky, 
And oTer York-town halted. Vaulted hM 
Saw the dire idgn, and to its central depths 
GroanM. Satan shook ki all his ponderous limbs, 
And his dread tongue forgot Its utterance ; €$ 

While silence, is^ll as night, held the whole host 
Of heH^ pj'oud chiefs ; until again their prince, 
By shame and anger roused, thns loud exclaim'd ; 
<^ Moloch I why sleepest liiou ? Be^zebub ! 
Mammon ! and all ye potentates of hell ! 70 

Rouse, rouse your energies ! For shame, ye chiefs! 
Is this iSke time td ^leep, when all the powers 
Of hearen and earth combine to overthrow 
Our uew-establish^d empire, and restore 
The rctgn of peace and charity to man ? 7$ 

E'en hell itself 's in danger : saw ye not 
The archangel Liberty wRh outspread wing 
Glid^ thro' the western sky, and take her stand 
Close by our foe, near York-town's sea-lav*d walls? 
That Liberty's our death ! Then farewell, hell ! 80 
Farewell, our throne! Annihilation, hail!'' 

So spake the archfiend : indignant^ Moloch rose, 
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And witll M.foffjr ttsvgg^iog, and witk words 
fialf chok'dili tubteclulee thus ponr'd oit liis wratk; 
<^ Moloch ! vrhy sleepest thoa ? Did Moloch sleep 
Whmt M the embattied Seraphim eagag'd 
Iti dotifaitf ui war on either side of heaven ? 
Bid Moloch sloep when the oprooted hills, 
Tom from theur base) with all their poaderovs leads, 
Encounter'd in mid ether^ and there fis'd 00 

Arch'd o'er heaven's paremeoti Where was Moloch 

thet, 
When the dread Thunderer drove his mpid car 
O'er fallen millions, and the forked light 
Hurl'd us down headlong from the gates of heaven i 
And when in hell's profoaod, where aH the host 
Lay floundering:, did not Moloch's daantiess spirit 
Thirst for revenge, and urge again the war? 
What words have thus escap'd thee, mighty prince { 
I never prophesied of death to hell; 
I never bid annihilation hail ; 100 

I tremble not because seraphick li^t 
Hath halted over York-town. if it have, 
Moloch will meet it there. 6ive me my arms ; 
Thb the first time that Moloch branded stood 
With sleepy cowardice,and diis the last ; 105 

For here I swear, and. hell confirm the oath, 
That Moloch here shall not be seen again, 
Till he redeem his forfeited repute." 

He said, aod swore a Stygian oath that shook 
E^en Satan's haughty soul ; then seiz'd his arms, 110 
While quivering horrour sat upon his Hps, 
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To them rose Beelzd>ub, than whom in hell 

No spirit more fraught with wisdom*s choicest 

stores. 
And thus with soothing words the chiefs address'd ; 
^< Whence this dire discord midst immortal spirits ? 
Is 't not enough that heaven and earth combine 116 
To undermine our cause, but must ourselYCS 
Accelerate our downfall, and becomei 
The scorn and ridicule of all our foes ? ' 
What joy in heayen to see the chiefs of heU 120 
DiTided 'gainst theipselyes ! Bejrond tins place 
Weha?e nox>ther hope; 't were Tanity 
To expect external aid, when he alone 
Who has the power to aid us is our foe. ^ 
Check then this rising wrath, lest punishment l^ 
Bring with it late repentance, and that portent. 
Which not our prince alone, but all, e'en thou. 
Brave Moloch ! not unmor'd have seen, o'^rwheim 
Us' all in one inextricable fate.? 

To him thu9 Moloch temperate replied ; 130 

^^ Tliy wisdom, Beelzebub ! hath set my fault 
In clear and <^)en yiew before my eyes. 
Moloch's ungovem'd haste shall ne'er be said 
To have endanger'd heB ; my hate' to hearen, 
Full well ye all do know, b rooted deep ; 135 

My interests are in hell. Our wiser prince 
Foresees some dire misfortune to. our power; 
We ail, I 6wn it, felt unwonted pangs ; 
My Toice then is for war, for open war. 
And if we are to die, let's die the death 140, 
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Of unextioguish'd hate, and wbelm with us 
In one eternal ruin all mankind." 

Thus spake the chief, an.d the universal host 
In lengthenM acclamatioas rang the dome. 
As the fond parent,, who to distant Ind 145 

Had sent his only son to amass that vnealth 
Which various evils teach mankind to love, 
But which mankind too frequent at the expense 
Of health and conscience hoap ; him when from far 

149. Of health and conscienre heap : — The allureripnfs and 
temptations which have been laid in the way of the British 
youth upon their arrival in Bengal art* so ably delineated by 
one, whose Judgment will scarcely be called in question, that 
I do not think 1 can render a more acceptable service to those 
who are unwilling to overlook the mean? in the attainment of 
the end, than by prespnting them with the following extract 
from the cel< brated Speech ot Lord Clive, March 177?. 

** The passion for gain is as strong as the passion of love. 
I will suppose that two intimate friends have lived long to> 
gether; that one of them has marricil a bcaotifnl woman ; 
that the friend still continues to live in the house; and that 
the beautiful woman, forgetting her duty to her husband, at- 
t^'mpts to seduce the fnrtid ; who, though in the vigour of his 
youth,, may, from a high principle of honour, at first resist 
the temptation, and even rebike the lady. But if he still 
ronfinues to live under the same roof, and she still continues 
to throw out her allurements, he must be seduced at last, or 
fly. Now the banyan is the fair lady to the Company's ser- 
vant. He lays his bags of silver before him today, gold 
tomorrow ; jewels the next day ; and if these fail, he then 
tempts him in the way of his profession, which is trade. He 
assure! him that goods may be had cheap, and sold to great 
advantage up the country. In this manner is the attack car- 
ried on ; and the Company's servant has ao resource, for be 
cannot fly. In short, flesh and blood cannot bear it. I^t us 
for a moment consider the nature of the education of a young 
man who goes to India. The advantages arising from the 
Company's service are now very generally known; and the 
great object of every man is to get his son appointed a writer , 
to Bengal ; which is usually at the age of .sixteen. His pa- 
rents and relations represent to him how certain he is of mak- 
ing a fortune; that My lord such a one and My lord.8ucha 

B 5 
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The happy parent sees, vfhom eTen hope 150 

Had giren up for lost, and ill report 
Of founder'd merchantman, the ecstatkk flood 
Pours from his aged eyes with nature's joy ; 
So joy'd the aixhfiend, when Moloch's hanghty soul 
Rctutn'd to its allegiance ; (well he knew 1S5 

His faTOurite's sovereign worth, next to himself 
H^ was regarded as the eye of hell ;) ' 
And thus with gladden'd countenance rose, and said ; 
'^ Thrones, Princes, Powers ! since thus ye have 
decreed 



one acquired so much money in such a lime; and Mr. such a 
one and Mr. suchaoue so much in such a time. Thus are 
their principles corrupted at their very setting out ; and at 
they generally go a good many together, they inflame one 
another^s expectations to such a degree, in the coarse of the 
Yoyage, that they fix upon a period for their return before 
their arrival. 

^*' Let us now take a view of one of these writers arrived 
in Bengal, and not worth a groat. As soon as he lands, a 
banyan, worth perhaps one hundred thoiuand pounds, desires 
he nay have the honour of serving this young gentleman at 
four shillings and sixpence per month. The Company has 
provided chambers for him, but they are not good enough ; 
the banyan finds better. The young man takes a walk about 
the town ; he observes that other writers, arrived only a year 
before blm, live in splendid apartments or have houses of 
their own, ride upon fine prancing Arabian horses, and in 
palanquins and chaises ; that they keep seraglios, make en- 
tertatnmenis, and treat with champaigne and claret. When 
he returns, he tells the banyan what he has observed. The 
banyan assures him he may soon arrive at the same good for- 
tune ; he furnishes him with money ; he is then at his mercy. 
The advantages of the banyan advance with the rank of his 
master, who in acquiring one fortune generally spends three. 
But this is not the worst of it : he is in a state of dependance 
under the banyan, who commits such acts of violence and 
oppression as his interest prompts him to, under the pretend- 
ed sanction and authority of the Company's sei*vant/' jDe- 
*rett'# Debates, vi» 219-220. 
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To wage in bold defiance open war, 1^0 

Know that jour firiDoe approves the grest design^ 

'T is this alone can save us, for 'tis writ 

Within the book of Fate, that he who long 

Hath reigned triumphant o'er the minds of men 

Shall reign bo more; 'tis on Columbia's plains 165 

The Tictor shall be Yanqaish'd : hence it comes 

That the chief powers of hea?en do now unite 

To aid Columbia's cause and Washiiigton : 

And hell too must unite ; no petty feuds 

Must now disgrace our cause ; coBcord alone 170 

Enabled us the Eternal to oppose, 

And uproar heayen ; 'tis this alone can save 

Our power on earth ; for ^ is to this we owe 

Empire, dominion, principality : 

Let hell then but unite, and hell succeed. 175 

What though from heayeu-the Omnipotent suspend 

His goldmi chain, and all the planets hang 

Reyolying round their centre, and there pois'd 

Seem to endure eternal ; yet the force 

Of hell has ne'er been tried but with success 180 

On earth, and why not now ? Put forth your 

strength, 
Te mighty chieftains ! arm without delay ; 
Arrest these traitorous, these rebellious sons 
Amid their mad career ; Virginia, 
Where fate hath now enclosed them, be their grave ! 
But aboye all direct your choicest darts 18G 

Against their chiefs ; the warriours Lee, and Wayne^ 
Schuyler, and Putnam, prudent Suliiyan, 
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The thanderbolt La Fayette, mighty Greene^ 
The too successful Gates, with Pomeroy, 100 

Ward, MifSiii, Morgail, and Pulaski's might) 
Moultue, St. Clair, the other Washington, 
Lincoln, and D'Estaing, yaliant Rochambeau, 
Suropter, with Marion, and Cadwalladeir, 
And many warriours more. Nor yeC forget 195 
Their various statesmen, whose prudential care 
Supplies the warriours* wants : here above all 
.Mark that sage Nestor, Franklin, whose deep mind 
With more than Argus' vigilance pursues 
Our intricatest movements ; he alone 200 

, Is in himself a host, a Washington. 
Fondly 1 hop'd in British Wedderburne 

192. the other Washington^ — Lieufenaot-colonel Wash- 
io|:ton. 

195. And many warriours more, — Some few are menlloned 
hereafter; but it would be endless to record the Butlers, Pinck- 
neys* Knoxes, Spencers, Heathi?, Thomased, Stirlings, Moores, 
ThoDii>8on8, Campbells, Gregorys, Trumbulls, Clintons, Max- 
wells, and the long list of worthies who defended the liber- 
ties of their country, and the rights of mankind. 

198. sage Nestor j Franklin, — Lord Chatham^s opinion of 
this great statesman and philoBopher wa$, that he was **• one 
whom all Europe held in high estimation for his knowledge 
and wisdom, and ranked with her Boyles and her Newtons; 
. who was an honour not only to the English nation, but to 
human nature." See Ramsay ^ i. p. 15S, and ii. p. 61 ; and 
compare Dr. Franktin*sAnswer to the Queries of Mr.Strahan, 
published in his works. . 

202. Wedderbume — In the celebrated examination of Dr. 
Franklin before the privy -council, Jan. 1774, Mr. "Wed- 
derbume, who was then solicitor-general, and counsel for the 
defendants, *^ delivered one of the most extraordinary invec* 
tives (abounding in the most odions personalities against Dr. 
Fraiiklin) that was on any occasion perhaps ever heard in 
the council-chamber," — ^* and stands upon record as the gross- 
est insult ever offered to a great and venerable character, the 
moMdifitiDguished ornament of his age and countrj'.** Among 



ft^ 
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To find Ms sage's eq^l^ but ia ybiq ; 

For FrankJiii when to Wedderburne compared 

Is to a twinkling star the full-orb'd moon. 206 

Mark too financier Morris, who doth seem 

To have found die talisman of making geld. 

Nor let from'jonr harpyian fangs escape 



other effusions of this implacable enemy of America, he scru- 
pled not to say of Dr. Franlilin — ^" He has forfeited all the 
respect of societies and of men. Into what companies will 
he hereafter go with an unembarrassed face, or the honest in* 
trepidity of virtue ? Men will watch him with a jealous eye, 
they will hide their papers from him, and lock up their 
escritoires. He will henceforth esteem it a libel to be called a 
man of letters: homo trium Hierarum .** The dignified supe- 
riority of the American philosopher never manifested itself 
more clearly than by the following remark ; *' that though 
the invectives of the solicitor-general made no impression upon 
him, he was indeed sorry to see the lords of the council, who 
constituted the dernier court in colonial affairs, so rudely an4 
indecently manifesting the pleasure they received from it.'* 
See BeifhanCa HUt, ofG. TIT, vol. ii. p. S5, 36. 1 14 ; Frank- 
lin^ s Works, jicc, of Gov, Hutchinson's Letters \ Ramsau.\, 
92-3. 

206, Financier Morrifty — There are few, very few indivi« 
duals to whom America was more indebted for her preserva- 
tion than to this eminent and enlightened patriot. At a time 
Yr\\en the d^^rangement of the American finances appeared 
irreinediable, when credit and confidence were annihilated, 
and nothing was heard but the distresses of the army and the 
clamours of the people, this able politician and financier 
nobhr stepped forward, and by ** bringing bis private credit 
in aid of the public resources ; by pledging him^jolf person- 
ally and extensively for articles of the must absolute neces- 
sity, which could not be otherwise obtained," restored order 
and alleviated misery. In general Cireene's army he employed 
an agent whose powers were unknown to that officer; " and 
whenever it appeared imiKtssible for the general to extricate 
himself from his embarrassments, this agent was instructed to 
furnish him with a draft on the financier for such a sum as 
would retrieve the urgency of the moment. Thus was Greene 
frequently rescued from impending ruin by aid which ap- 
peared providential, and for which he could not account.'* 
Life of TV. vol. iv. p. 514. 618. ©26-T. 
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The prudent Lft»reii8, (who hath won tiielie«rt 
Of s^e De Castries,) aor thact Jcierson, ^10 

lo whom I see a more than commm f oe ; 
Nor Rutlege, Hancock, Deane, nor Dickensoii, 
Randolph^ nor Henry, Jay oer Liyiogston, 
Adams nor Reed; and attmbers more too long 
Forme to mention. E'en their women, rous'd SI 5 

209. Laurens, {who hath won 4he hemi, ^c — Lifuiirnant- 
p^lonei John Laurens (the eldest son of the celebrated Heprj 
Laurens, who was confined in the Tower «f London) bad 
been appointed by Congress, an. 1780, as their special minister 
to the court of Versailles, where *^ his superior talents as a 
statesman and negociator,^' added (o his ^ engaging nianiteni 
and insinuating address, proc4ired him the most favourable 
reception. He won the hearts of those who were at the helm 
of public affairs," and particularly of the marquis de Castries, 
who directed the marine of France. See i2«WMj^, ti. S6ii-S. 
279. . 

212. 214. Hancock, Adam*, — In the pn>damation issued 
by general Gage, an. 1775, offering pardon to all those who 
should lay down their arms, Samuel Adams and John Han* 
cock were alone excepted from the benefit of it; their ounces 
being declared " to be of too flagitious a nature to admit 
4>f any other consideration than that of condign punislunent. — 
No other .notice was taken by the Congress of this proclama- 
tion, than to choose Mr. Hancock president of that assem- 
bly/' Belsham^ ii. 143 ; Life of fV. ii, 288 ; Rtansay. i. 
200-1. 

' 214. and numbers more— Such as the Madisons, Draytons, 
Monroes, &c. &c. - 

215. E\n their women, rous'd, ^c.^ Women are patriots by 
nature ; the American women have excelled their nature. 
^ With a ready acquiescence, with a firmness always cJieerfu], 
and a constancy never lamenting the sacrifices which were 
made, they not only yielded up all the elegancies, delicadies, 
and even conveniences, to be furnished by wealth and com- 
merce, but, consenting to share the produce of their own la- 
bour, they gave up without regret a considerable portion of 
the covering designed for their own families, to supply the 
wants of a distressed soldiery ; and heroically sujipressed the 
involuntary sigh, which the departure of their brothers, their 
sons and theirhusbands for the camp rended from theirbosoms." 

The eloquent language of Mr. Burke has not failed to do 
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By Motto's eiampte, and by Caldwoirs woes, 
HaTe stripped tiiemsdFes of every •mament 
To seire the&r countrj. Such then be yovir aim, 
Your deadlj aim ! But since their chieftain's Ufe, 
In whom are centred ail their hopes and fears, 3iD 

tbemjastice. ''He apostrophized with a degree of entha« 
siagm upon the noble spirit of men, vrhomif they had not been 
rebels he would be lavish in praising ; of women, who, re« 
doced by the ruins of civil discord to the most horrible situ- 
ation of distress and poverty, had constancy, generosity, and 
public spirit, to strip the blankets, in a freezing season, from 
themselves and their infants, to send them to the camp, and 
preserve that army which they had sent out to fight for- their 
liberty. And shall Britons overlook such virtue ? and will 
they persist in oppressing it ?" &c. See Ldfe of fV. iv. p. 298. 
482,* ii. 164; AlmotCs Pari, Deb.Nov, 1777, viii. p. 18; Ram- 
nay^ ii. 172. 

216. Motte'sexample^—^^THyke British (an. 1781) had built 
their works round Mrs. Motte's dwelling-house. She with 
great cheerfulness furnished the Americans with materials for 
firing her own house. These being thrown by them on its 
roof soon kindled into flame. The firing of the house, which 
was in the centre of the British works, compelled the garri- 
son, consisting of 165 men, to surrender at discretion." Ram" 
say^ ii. 247. 

216. CaldwelVs woes, — ^ An incursion(an. 1780) was made 
into Jersey from New York, with 5000 men, commanded by 
lieut.-gen. Kniphausen. They landed at Elizabeth-town, 
and proceeded to Connecticut farms. In this neighbourhood 
lived the Rev. Mr. James Caldwell, a presbyterian clergy- 
man of great activity, ability, and influence, whose success- 
ful exertions in animating the Jersey militia to defend their 
rights had rendered him particularly obnoxious to the Bri- 
tish, When the royal forces were on their way into the 
country, a soldier came to his house in his absence, and shot 
his wife Mrs. CiUdwell instantly dead, by levelling his piece 
directly at her through the window of the room in which she 
was sitting with her children." Such is the account given by 
Dr. Ramsay (ii. 182) of an act which " excited universal 
indignation :" but on the other side the British contended 
** that this lady was the victim of a random shot, and even 
that the fatal ball had proceeded from the militia.** The 
reader may sec the matter discussed in the Life of Washington, 
iv. 276. 
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And justly centred^ (for not acts alone, 

ISor words, but e'en his inmost thoughts, are all 

Daily and nightly in their cause engag'd 

Under celestial guidance,) siace this life 

Is^thus protected by superiour powers, SS5 

That be my care. What, shall we these permit, 

Like brave £phialtes, and the Ancient Otus, 

From potent Reason sprung, to bring again 

The reign of Peace, and bind in links of iron . 

Our chosen friends of war? Forbid it, hell! 230 

Let's rather urge the ravenous dogs of blood, 

Where-e'er dispers'd throughout the peopled world, 

From ancient Scythia, and the drenched plains 

Of Italy, to that far-famed isle 

By mopcyed nauck worms, merchant->miuis(ers, ^Sb 

257. Ephialtesj Otusy ^c. — Compare the scholiast upon Ho- 
mer's Iliad «. 385 ; and Odjsa. X. SOT, &r. 

235. moneyed mucktcorms^—^^ My h)rds! (%B.\d the great 
Chatliam, an. 1770,) while 1 had the honour of serving his ma- 
jesty, I never ventnred to look at the treasury but at a di- 
stance; it is a business that ( am unfit for, and to which I neyf r 
could have submitted. The little I know of it has not served 
to raise my opinion of what is vulgarly ealled the moneyed in- 
ieresf, — I mean that blood- mucker, that muckwomr, which call* 
itself the friend of government — that pretends to serve this or 
that administration, and may be purchased, on the same terms, 
by anj^ aduiinistration that advances money to government, and 
takes special care of its own emoluments." DehrttVs De- 
bates, V. 356. 

235. merch ant-ministers y — Perhaps the pernicious effect of 
the junction of the merchant and the sovereign is nowhere 
80 clearly demonstrated as io the possessions of our merchants 
in India. There, from the humble factor they have become 
the " magnificent Dewan ;" from the bahiTiment of the sup- 
pliant they have proceedevi through the rapid steps of ag- 
grandizement to array themf?e1vcs in the imperial purple ; 
while their whole course has been marked with the confisca* 
tion of property, the deposition of rajahs, the murder of 
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EmbroitM in eadless warf«re. Mammon ! haste. 
Back to thy faTourHl 8|K>t ; pour out thy stores, 

Vrahmans, and the extirpation of ilatioqs. Such has been, 
in one parr of the world, the effect of this monstrous union, 
and such wiH ever be tlie eiTect of a government which can 
regulate lU conduct by such an odious maxim o^ policy as 
that ^ M^eiv ihere is treasure there is treason,^^ But the more 
enlightened part of the British nation abhor such ptolicy! thi^y 
Hive endeavoured to bring it to a condign punishment, and 
ithtts avert the jnd^nent of an offended Deity. They have fail- 
ed of success, and the prophecy of Isaiah must be fulfilled. 
See Belsham's G. IJT, vol. iii. p. 13—9. 101. 1 15 note. 152^ 
164. 185; and vol. i. 220. 

2S6. in endless warfare. — If we compare the number of 
years in which this nation has been engaged iu war, with 
that in which it has enjoyed the blessings of peace, the balance 
will be found tb be pretty equal. Hence one statesman has 
called us ** a little choleric island ;" and another, upon the 
authority of Mr. Hume, has observed '* that England had too 
great a propensity %o war, and was too pertinacious in conti- 
nuing it." Nor must we omit the dying injunction of Henry 
IV. who advised his son, ** never to let the English remain 
long in peace, which was apt to breed intestine commotions ; 
but to employ them in foreign expeditions — that all the rest- 
less spirits might find occupation for their inquietud^.*' 

I had a purpose now 

To lead out many to the Holy Land; 

Lest rest, and lying still, might make them look 

Too near into my state. Therefore, my Harry, 

Be it thy course, to busy giddy minds 

With foreign quarrels. — 

Shakes, 2. Hen. IV. act 4. sc. 4. 

Various are the causes usually assigned for this supposed na- 
tional propensity. Some have attributed it to our foreign da- 
minions and our claim to the crown of France; others, to con- 
tinental connections and balance of power ; others again, to 
conunercial views and the dominion of the sea. But with all 
due submission 1 shall beg leave, to move the previous ques- 
tion, an(i| inquire whether the nation is really choleric, un* 
quiet, and prf>ne to war. Iff look around me, 1 see no signs 
of such a disposition. Isee a virtuous, an honest, an indus- 
trious, a benevolent, and a hospitable people. I see too, 
' what I do not wish to see, an oppressed people — a people pa- 
tient, almost to a proverb, under accumulated burthens, and 
although ardent in the cause of liberty, yet submitting. 
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Th^ cKoitiiBBt stoceb; lest warn'd at lavt by ill ' 
The people's eyes be qpea'd| and the tatist 2^0 

Which North and Hillsborough hare poar'd around 
At leligth disperse : then will they, soon grow wisey 
Listen to Cbatham, Conway^ Shelbnrtf^s tbice, 
The Athenian Fox, and Barke^ and Rockingham, 
And hail return of ])eace : but that be thine, 

Mamipon ! to prevent. But I do wrong 245 
To give, thee this adrice ; a single word 

In sounding periods echoes to the wise. 

Nor has your prince been sparing of his toil ; 

1 fhym the first hare watched Columbia's son, 
And marked hhok for aby prey ; thrice have I sped 



throagfa the delusions of sophistry, to the daily iofringemeit 
of their rights and privileg^es. In such a people, removed m 
they are from the tumults of the continent, where shall be 
Tonnd either time, inclination, or opportunity for war ? Tbejr 
aspire to no arbitrary power ; they seek no connections but 
those of mutual benefit ; they have provided by their laws 
against the bad effects of foreign dominions ; they serceive 
ilu,t their rulers themselves have mistaken the balance of 
powers and they know and feel that agriculture, commerce, 
and manufactures are the pursuits of peace. That ministers 
and rulers should endeavour to excite a propensity to war, for 
Various other reasons than the finding of occupation for rest* 
less spirits, is a truth that needs no demonstration ; but it 
must be credulity itself thlit will give cretlit to the affirmation 
that BQch a prapeii«ity is natural to a people^ whom the ocean 
separates from the continent, who boast of their free consti- 
tation, and wJio profess to^ be worshippers of the prince of 
peace. Almon's Farf. Oeb, vi. p. 23 ; BelshanCs G. ///. v. 
SOd'-e. Encyc, Britmi, art. England, p. 635. See Biack'^ 
tlone, Introd, sect. 4, p. Ill, and compare Miles* s Letter to the 
Prince of Wales, p. 102-3. 

840. IfortA, and Hillsboraugh-^The former was first lord of 
the treasury and chancellorof the exchequer during the Ame- 
rican war ; and the latter, for part of the time, secretary of 
Mate. 



BOOK Iw OR lACH^Y It^tOREO. 19 

My ciKttcest darts against the hero's life, 151 

And unsuccessful thrice have I been foiPd, 
For some superiour seraph guards the chief.* 
What else but this had sav'd his fleethig breath 
From those assassins, who by my command 255 
Way-laid the undaunted hero as he pass'd 
On that fam'd mission to the Ohio forks ? 
Wliat else but this, when midst frost, rains, and 

snows, 
Ilie driring ice jattim'd up his feeble raft, 
And plunged him in the deep ? What else but this^ 

057. On thaipmCd miasion — ^* The exeitiom made by Mr. 
WashiiigtoB on &ls occasion, the peneireraiice with which 
he mnaoiinted the dMieiiUies of the journey^ and the ju<l|;- 
nefK he displayed [though a very youiif^ maa] Sn his con- 
dad towards the Indians, raised him tery mtich in the pab* 
lie opinion, as well as in tliat of the lieutenant-governor.*' 
TIm wliole report of this arduous undertaking is given in the 
Life of Washington, vclk, ii. p. 5 ^ but the following extract 
(p.e5) willilhistrate the meaning of the text; ''Just after 
we {Mr. Washingtnfi and Mr. Oist) had passed a place called 
Murderiag-town (where we intended to quit the path, and 
steer across th6 country at fihannapin^s town) we fell in with 
a party of French Indians who had lain in wait for us. One 
of theas iced at Mr. Gist or me, not fifteen steps off, but for* 
tuaately missed. We took this fellow into custody^ and kept 
him till about nine o^clock at night) then let him go, and 
walked all the remaining part of tbe night without making 
any stop, that we might get the start so far as to be-out of the 
reach of tiieir pursuit tbe next day, since we were well assured 
that they would follow our track as soon as it was light." 

?60. And pUtnged him in the deep ? — ^''There was no way for 
getting aver baton a raft, which we set about with one poor 
hatchet, and finished Just after sun-setting. This was a whole 
day's work ; we next got it launched ; then went on board 
ef it and set off; but before we were half way over, we 
were jammed in the ice in such a manner that we expected 
every moment our raft to sink and ourselves to perish. I put 
ant my setting-pole to try to stop the raft, that the ice might 
yass by ; when the rapidity of tbe stream threw it with so 
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When glorious Braddock fell, and not one ckief 
Save Washington alone escap'd unhurt ; ^6^ 

What but this guardian sav'd him from our power ? 
Not jealousy, nor envy, nor defeat, 



much violence against the pole, that it Jerked me out into ten 
feet water. Bdt I fortunately saved myself by catching hold 
on one of the raft logs. Notwithstanding all our efforts, we 
could not get to either shore ; but were obliged, as wo were 
near an island, to quit our raft and make to it." lb. p. 25-6. 

262. Save Washington alone — ^** General Braddock, who 
possessed personal courage in a very eminent degree, but who 
was without experience in that species of warfare in which 
he was engaged — exerted his utmost powers to form his 
broken troops, under an incessant and galling fire, on the 
very ground where they were first attacked. In hii fruitless 
effortb to restore order, every officer on horseback, except 
Mr. Washington, was liilled or wounded $ and at length the 
general^ himself, after losing three horses, received a mortal 
wound, and his regulars fipd in the utmost terror and coa* 
fusion." Life of Washington, i. 458. 

264. Not jealousy, nor envif, fife. — The Americans, the true 
and genuine offspring of British parents, have constantly en* 
tertained a constitutional and iiereditary jealousy of a stand- 
ing army : nor was Washington exempt from this feeling ; he 
allowed its justice, though he felt acutely how much the cause' 
of his country suffered from it. Oite of its evils, and not the 
leastt, was the opportunity which it gave to his rivals to in« 
dulge j^heir own private envy under the semblance of publick 
patriotism. Hence arose a faction, headed by general Con- 
way, whose chief design seems to have been to supplant 
Washington, and ^* exalt general Gates on his ruin." Had 
this plan succeeded, the subjugation of America would have 
appeared inevitable. In a letter to Mr. Laurens, president 
of Congress, Washington thus expresses himself; *' Why 
should I-expect to be exempt from censure, the unfailing lot 
of an elevated station ? Merit and Oilents, which I cannot 
pretend to rival, have ever been subject to it. My heart tells 
me it has been my unremitted aim to do the best which cir- 
cumstances would permit ; yet 1 may have been very often 
mistaken iu my judgment of the means, and may in many 
instances deserve the Imputatton of error." Upon this sub- 
ject, and upon the drt-adful distresses of the army, which he 
•ays in one place *' must inev itably be reduced toone or other 
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Nor rancorous malice, nor anjust abuse, 265 

Not traitorous friendship, nor internal foes, 
Not misery itself in every shape, 
Famine, disease,, and pestilence, and feuds, 
Can shake his soaFs fix'd purpose ; e'en his evils 
Serve but to raise him in the people's love, 270 

And for their liberties, Prometheus-like, 
He'd stand unmov'd amid the wreck of worlds. 

of these three thiDgB—rto starve, difisoNe, or disperse in 
order to obtain subsistence," ^see Life of TV, ui. p. 351 — 
373; ii. 30?. 334. 34a 612-3; iv. 253. 349.97.466; Ram- 
tay^ ii. 222-3. 164. 186—9. 

Upon the calumnies he suffered upon other accounts, see 
Life, of W. ii. 30-1. 74; Uanuoy, i. 261. 306. 

266. N^r internal foes, — In the earlier period of the revo- 
lution there were f^reat numbers '* who viewed the dissolu- 
tion of their connection with Britain with anxious regret. 
—And it' was also an unfortunate truth,, that in the whole 
country between New* England and the Potomac, which 
was now to become the great theatre of action, although 
the miyority were in favour of independence, yet there 
existed a formidable miBority, who not only refused to 
act with their countrymen, but were ready to give the 
enemy every aid in their power. — in the neighbourhood 
of New- York a plot to favour the enemy on their landing, 
and, as was understood, to seize and deliver up general Wash- 
ington himself, had been formed, in which governor Tryon, 
through the agency of the mayor of New- York, was be- 
lieved to be principally concerned." See Life of fV* lU 
483. 466-7. 353. 596 ; iii. 53-4. 

272. He'd ttand unntov'd^^*^ Among the many valuable 
traits in the character of general Washington, was that un- 
yielding firmness of mind, which resisted these accumulated 
circumstances of depression, and supported him under them. 
Undismayed by the dangers which surrounded htm, he did 
not, for an instant, relax his exertions, nor omit any thing 
which could obstruct the progress of the enemy, or ame- 
liorate his own condition. He did not appear to despair of 
the public safety, but struggled against adverse fortune, 
with the hope of yet vanquishing the difficulties which sur* 
rounded him ; and constantly showed himself to his haraiised 
and enfeebled army, with a serene unembarrassed counte- 
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And soon must fall^ while speculators, tliieT^) 
And money-jobbers on their >coiintry*s ills 
Fatten and bask : e^en Washington calls ont 
For aid on Jefferson ; the brave De Ralb 310 

Hath met his fate, and gone to greet the shade 
Of great Montgomery in Orcus' il^tbs, 



SOT. whiht speculatorty 5fc — *f Nothing, in my jodgmcnt, 
(says Washington) can save us but a toUd reformation in our 
own conduct, or some decisive turn- of afTairs in Europe. 
The former, alas ! to our shame be it spoken, is less KiLely 
to happen than the latter ; as it is now consistent with the 
views of the speculatok^, various tribes of money-makers, and 
stock-jobbers of all denominations, to continue the war for 
their own private emoliimAit, without considering that this 
avarice and thirst for ga\n must plunge every thing, includingi 
themselves, in one common ruin." Life of fV, iv. 57 ; 
iii. 40, Sfc 

See Mamsay, ii. 129. where speaking of the depreciation, 
of the American paper, he says that at one period it was so 
low as ** several hundreds for one." See ii. 135. 184. 
187-8. 824. 

310. For aid on Jeffenon: — Washington In one of bis 
letters writes thus ; ^ Where are our men of abilities ? Why 
do they not come forth to save their country ? Let this voice, 
my de^r sir, call iipon you, Jefferson, and others.'^ Life of 
W. iv. 58. See 324. 

316. the draw De Kalk — This brave German baron was 
killed at the battle of Camden (an. 1780), where he was 
second in command wider Gates $ and ^ the Congress re- 
solved that a monument should be erected to his memory in 
Annapolis with a very honourable inscription.** ** While 
making a vigorous ch:irge at the head of a ri^giment of in- 
fantry, he fell under eleven wounds.*' See Ramsay , ii. 168) 
and Life of JV. iv. 233. 

812. Of great Montgomery — This great and upright cha- 
racter, worthy of the best period of Spartan integrity, whom 
friends and foes have equally contributed to celebrate, whom 
btith Minervas have claimed their own, died at an early 
peiiod of the war in making one of the boldest attempts 
that history has ever recorded ; the attempt to take Quebec 
hy escalade, and that too with an inferioor number of troops. 
His fate is singular. *^ Cape Diamond, around which he 
WH% to make his way, presents a precipice, the foot of which 
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Where are already sent ihe Warrkmr 'soals 

b washed by the river, where enormous and rugj^ed masses 
of ice had been piled on each other, so as ti) render the 
way almost impassable. Along the scanty path leading un- 
der the projecting rocks of the precipice, the Amerif^ns 
pressed forward in a narrow file, till they reached the bl^ch* 
house and picquet. Montgomery, who, was himself in the 
front, assisted with his own hands to cat down or pull up 
the picqnets, and open a passage for bis troops ; but the ejn-. 
cessiTe roughness and difficulty of the way bad so lengthened 
his line of march, lliat he found it absolutely necessary ta 
halt a few minutes, in order to collect a force with which he 
might venture to proceed. Having r^-assembled about 200 
men, whom he encouraged alike by his voice and his ex- 
ample, he advanced boldly and rapidly at their head to force 
the barrier^ One or two persons had now ventured to re- 
turn to the battery, and seizing a slow match standing by one 
of the guns, discharged the piece, when the American front 
was 'within forty paces of it. Tdis single and accidental 
fire was a fatal one. The general, and captains M^Pherson 
and Cheesman, two valuable young officers near bis person, 
the first of whom was his aid, together with his orderly Ser- 
jeant and a private, were killed on the spot." — Burke, Barr^, 
and Fox vied with each other in their enlogiums of himi and 
even lord North, who had censured this unqualified praise 
bestowed upon a rebel, '^ admitted indeed that he was brave, 
he was able, he was humane, he was generous j but still he 
was only a brave, able, humane, and generous rebel ;" aod 
said *' that the verse of the tragedy of Cato might be applied 
to him; 

*' Curse on his virtues, they Ve undone his country.*** 

Fox upon this rose again, and said ^ (he term of rebel, 
applied by the noble lord to that excellent person, was no 
certain mark of disgrace, and therefore he was the leas earnest 
to clear him of tiie imputation ; for that all the gi:eat as- 
sortors ^of liberty, the saviours of their country, the bene- 
factors of mankind, in all ages had been called rcBeb^ that 
they even owed the constitution, which enabled them to sit in 
that bouse, to a rebelUen,** 

^ Richard Montgomery, whose short but splendid course 
was thus terminated, was a native of Ireland, and had served 
with reputation in the late war ; after its conclusion he settled 
in New- York, where he married an American lady, and 
took a very strong and decided part (as did nany of his 
oppressed countrymen) with the colonies in their contest with 
Great Britain.'* A monument was decreed him by Congress 
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Of Mercer, Warreo, Ledyard, Pprteefield, 
And aged Wooster ; while their mightiest Gates, 315 
And Greene cease not to mourn their oforthrow 
By Rawdon and Cornwallis ; Camden's plains 

with an inscription tfxpr^ssive of bis great and eminent ser- 
Tices. See Life of W,\i, 400. 410—1 3 ; Ramay, i. 2S0— 235 
—240—2—4; Selshaniy ii. 165-6; Almon's Pari, Deb^ iii. 
403-4. an. 1776. 

314. Mercer, fVarren, 8^c — ^ General Mercer was a Scotch- 
man by birth, but from principle and affection had engag^ed 
to support the liberties of his adppted country, with a zeal 
equal to that of any of its native sons. In private life he 
was amiable, and his character as an officer stood high in the 
public esteem. He was mortally wounded (in the battle 
hear Princeton, an. 1777,) while gallantly exerting himself 
to rally his brol^en troops.'' See Ramsay , i. 323; and Lift 
of W. ii 625. 

Of Warren, who was killed at Bunker's Hill,^ shall have 
to speak hereafter. 

314. Ledyardf — In the destructive expedition of general 
Arnold against New- London, fort Clriswold, '* after a severe 
conflict of forty minutes, was carried by the assailants. — An 
odicer of the conquering troops inquired on his entering the 
fort who commanded. Colonel Ledyard answered, ' J did, but 
you do now:'' and presented him his sword. The colonel was 
immediately run through the body and killed.** Ramsay, ii. 
274-5. See Life of TV. iv. 633-4. 

314. Porterfield, — This gallant commander, whose bravery 
had been conspicuous in an early period of the war, at the as- 
sault of Quebec, where he was then only a serjeant, received 
a mortal wound at the battle of Camden. See Life of W, 
ii. 403; iv. 226-7. 

^316. aged fVooster ; — In the year 17 77 a detachment of 2000 
British troops under major-general Tryon had succeeded in 
destroying the town and magazines at Danbury, and were 
now returning to their ships : general Wooster, then seventy 
years old, with about 300 men, came up with their rear, and 
** attacked them with great gallantry. A sharp skirmish en- 
sued, in which be was mortally wounded, and Ms troops com- 
pelled to give way." — **' Congress resolved that a monument 
should be erected to his memory as an acknowledgement of 
his merit and services." Ramsay, ii. 3 ; Life of fV. iii. 91. 

317. Rawdon and Conitoaltis ; — To have conquered such 
meq as Gates and X^reene i« the highest praise. For a de» 
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Columbia's heart-felt sorrows twice attest. 
Georgia is oars ; aod Lincoln's frustrate hopes 
^ Haye struck proud Charles-town's flag, and all iti^ 
stores 320 

Now grace the triumph of a Clinton's car. 
Inrin is taken ; SuIliTan resigns ; 
While Tarleton, Tryon, Grey^ Knyphausen spread 



icription of the two victories at Camden, which raised the 
coiAdence of ministen almost to iMresumption, the reader 
may consalt JZamMj/, it. 167. 246; Uft^f fV. iv. 576.231. 

319. GtorgiaU ows; and Lincoln's frustrate hopes — Gene- 
ral Lincoln surrendered Charleston to sir Henry Clinton on 
the 12th of Blay ITSa See Ramsay, ii. 155-6 ; Ufe of fT. iv. 
204. For the reduction of Georgia, see Life of W, iv. 66-7. 

322. IndnU iaken»;~-GenerB\ Irvin was wounded and taken 
in a sklnniflh between the Pennsj^lvania militia and the ad- 
vanced light parties of sir William Howe. Life of fV. iii. 
331. 

322. Suttiimn resigns ; — This very able commander ^ had so 
freely censured the civil f^overnment for having failed to com- 
ply with all his demands for military stores, tl^t considerable 
offence was given to several members of Congress, and still 
more to the board of war. In consequence of these causes, 
when, at the close of the campaign, Sullivan complained of 
111 health, and offered on that account to resign bis commis- 
sion, the endeavours of his friends to obtain a vote requesting 
him to continue in the service, and permitting him to with- 
draw from actual duty till his health should be restored, was 
averruled, and his resignation was accepted. The resolution 
permitting him to resign wa?, however, accompanied with 
one thanking him for his past services." Life of W. iv. 
161-2. 

323. TarUton, Tryon, Grey, Knyphausen — To the pamet 
of these celebrated generals I might have added those of 
Vaughan, Mawbood, Matthews, and others; but to recount all 
the miseries they inflicted upon-the Americans, would be to 
write another history. It is, however, but justice to observe 
that the German mercenaries, and the royalists, were tlie 
chief agents in unnecessary cruelties. For a few of their 
devastations the reader may consult Life of W, iv. 208. 237. 
276; iii. 97. 311. 477 note, 564; iv. 89; Ramsay, ii. 49- 
Ml 94. Compare the Debate of the House of Lords, Dec* 2, 
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Destruction, woe, and miserj aroand, 

Like the fam'd plagues of Egypt TiUTeUers 325 

And future antiquaries maj inquire 

Where Falmouth, Fairfield, Norfolk, Bedford stood, 

Where too New^London ; and the coantrynian 

1777. In the speech of lord Shelbarne general Yaoghan 10 
▼ery roughly handled. jUmon, x. 126. 

327. Falmouthy — A town in the northern parts of Maan- 
chnsetts, was burnt by captain Mowat, Oct 18, 1775. A4tm' 
say, u 226 ; Life of W. ii. 819-20. 

.^27. FairfUldy-^^*^ This flourishing tillage was reduccfd to 
ashes; and many nnanned inditidaals are alleged to ha^e 
suffered the -mobt brutal treatment. The effectoid senrices of 
the militia are attested in the apology made by general Tryon 
for the wanton destruction of private property, which marked 
and disgrace bis conduct at this place. The Tillage was 
burnt, he says, to resent the fire of the rebels from' their 
houses, and to mask our retreat.*' lAfe ^f W, iy. 1 17. 

327. Norfolkj—whs destroyed, Dec. 1775, by lord Dao- 
more. The whole loss ^ was estimated at 300,000 pounds 
sterling.** Rttmsay, i. 251 . The duke of Richmond thus ex- 
presses his indignation at this deed. ^ We were not only to 
rob the Americans of their property, and ouike them 
slaves to fight our battles, but we made war on thiem in a 
manner which would shock the most barbarous nations, by 
firing their towns, and turning the wretched inhabitants to 
perish in cold, want and nakedness. £ve|i still more, this 
barbaric rage was not only directed against our enemies, but 
against our watmest and most zealous friends This be 
instanced in the late conflagration of the loyal town of Nor* 
folk, in Virginia, as administration had so frequently called 
it, which was reduced to ashes by the wanton and unpro- 
Toked act of one of our naval commanders. Such an act 
was no less inconsistent with every sentiment of humanity, 
than contrary to every rule of good policy." AhnoiCt Deb* 
w, 180; and see the duke of Manchester's speech, ib, 189. 

327. Bedford — Plf^ the destruction of Bedford and Fair- 
haven by general Grey, see Life of W, iii. 561. Sir Joseph 
Mawbey, indignant at this ** barbarous warfare carrying on 
against the inhabitants of the North- American sea-coasts, 
termed it a helHah policy of making war upon old men, 
women, children, and other innocent and defenceless per- 
sons.** AJmofCi'Deh. iii. 286. 
S88. Nem^London ;^->'* The town of New-London^ and the 
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Shall point anto their ashes : this last deed 

Was yengefal Arnold's ; Arnold, injor'd chief, 330 

Indignant turns from mad Rebellion's lore, 

To justice, law, and right ; and had betray'd, 

But for an Andre's Tirtues, and the firmness 

Of three proud yeterans of her western race, 



ftores contained in it, were consumed by fire, ^ an. 1781. To 
escape the odium which invariably attends the useless and 
wanton destruction of private property, |^is fire was attri- 
buted to accident ; but all the American accounts unite in 
declaring It to have been intenUonal." Uyk of W. iv. 654 1 
Rmmaafj ii. 274. 

390. Arnold^ ii^r*d chief,— ^ It is a matter of reproach,** 
says Dr. Ramsay, ^ to the United States, that thepr birousht 
into public view a man of Arnold's cliaracter $ bat it is to tlie 
honour of human nature, that a great revolution and an eif^ 
years vrar produced but one" And yet thte man was once 
an ornament to his profession, and bis merits were valued so 
highly by bis country, that he acquired the name of the Ame- 
rican Hannibal, and was presented by Congress with a horse 
properly caparisoned, as a token of their approbation. 
Such, adas ! is tlie instability of man : it is principle alone, 
deeply and radically imbibed, tliat can secure him from tlie 
aHurements of wealth and pleasure i and lamentable must 
be the policy of that goyemment which can place its hfghest 
trusts in any other hands than those directed by virtue and 
wisdom. 

The history of Arnold's desertion, with the lamented fate 
of the amiable and gallant major Andr^, is too well known to 
rtquire Insertion. See Ramsayy ii. 194 — 204, and p. S, i. 835; 
Life of W, iv. S87. S38, &c. 

SS4. Of three proud veieratu — Williams, Vanwert, Paul- 
ding, were the names of the three militiamen who so nobly 
refused major Andr6*8 tempting offers. The thanks of Con- 
grrss were voted them, ''and a silver medal, with an in- 
scription expressive of their fidelity and patriotism, was di- 
rected to be presented to each of them. In addition to this 
flattering testimony of the|r worth, and as a further evidence 
of national gratitude, 200 doiUu^ per annum during life, 
to be paid In specie, or an equivalent in current money, 
was voted to each of them." Life of fV, Iv. 347-8. See 
Bmiu^ Ii. 197-8. 
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CoIanibta'B Gibraltar to ear power. 335 

Arnold! brave, indefatigable dnefl. 

Whom patience, perseyerance, fortitude, 

Whom elevated sonl and dignitf , 

Have mark'd for higl^est hononrs and rewards ; 

Him since his ingrat^ country hath contemned, 340 

Let it be ours to greet and dignify ; 

And if our prince Abaddon envy not 

His second title to an earthly guest, 

For not his scorpion-locnsts have destroy'd 

More of the human race than Arnold's wrath, 345 

Let this his condescension be enroird 

In our state office, and in hell's confines 

Let Arnold's title be Apollyon." 

Instant hell's palace rang with loud acclame. . 

^^ Apollyon, Apollyon I" was cried ; 350 

** Hail our new prince! Apollyon !, All hail !" 

When Satan thus resum'd ; ^* To crown the whole, 

The Indian war.whoop through the dist^t north. 

And south, and west resounds ; their hostile files. 

Led by a Johnston, Butler, and a Brendt, 355 

335. Columbia's Gibraltar-^'W estpoint, a strong and iiy* 
portant post built for the defence of the North rWer, was 
called the Gibraltar of America. This post Arnold had en- 
gaged, for a stipulated sum of money y to betray into the handi 
of the British forces. Ramsay^ i\, \9i — 6. 

842. Abaddon—''^ And they (the locusts with tails like scor- 
pions) had a king over them, which is the angel of the bot- 
tomless pii. Whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, 
but in the Greek toqgoe hath his name Apollyon.*' Mcvela* 
Horn, ix. 1 1 . 

355. Johniton, ButUr^ and a Brendt,— Oi the horrible em- 
cities attendant upon Indian warfare, and the impolicy of 
using them, 1 shall have occasion to speak hereafter, and 
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Ha^^dioiit T6mkfS(miip^A and toMahawk'd 
T4!iHariii^7«iid(ttiUimM, (oiiooence aodignilt, 
Sparitig 'b<mp b^1e80 flge^ Rorjoathy aoir sex* 
Ye haye ^le total of oar prittoelf de^s $ 
And now CohiBibht wMi heir Wasbiiigton 360 

Had Mhnbemskh euf ann^ bot that her plaiiits ^ 
HaYeirettt$h^4ttlle piijiffg-Lottis, who> misled 



indeed the American histbrvabotinds withf the sad relation; 
bvt for tbe authority of the »boTenientioae<d names the reader 
may consult Ramsatf, i.^8-9 ; ii. 26--8 ; 144—6. Life of J^, 
iT.23-^l aODOtff,506-6; 565iiot)e. £«li&ai»,ii.S76-7. Set 
Extract of a letter from col. Butler to sir Guy Carleton, Aug. 
15, nf 7 , In AlmofCs Deb, viii. 226. 287 . Mr. Wilkes, in hii 
sp^h, Npy. 18, 1777, exclaims $ ^ Are the scalpinc-knitii 
and tomahawk necessary calamities of war ? Are they in- 
separable from it ? God fori>id 1 I teve read , sir, a late pro- 
clamation of tliat great general and preacher Mr. Burgoyne, 
which is shocking to a civilized and generous nation. — He 
boasts that he will give stretch to the Indian forces under his 
direction, and they amount to thousands. Merciful Heaven I 
thousands of Indian savages let loose by the command of a 
B^tish general against our brethren in America! Human 
nature shrinks back from such a scene. At his heels leasht in^ 
like hounds, should: flunine, swoM and fire crouch for em- 
ployment.—^ — What, sir, has been, and continues, the conduct 
of the Indian savages in war ? Is it not to exercise the most 
shocking cruelties on their enemies, itithout distinction of 
age or sex ? The conduct of this war goes on a par with its 
principle. Has the feeble old man, the helpless iniknt, the 
•defenceless female, ever experienced the tender mercies of an 
Indian savage ? He drinks the blood of his enemy, and his 
fiBvpiBite repabt is Oii%hiiraaa fieshV' ^c. — ^ /mon'j JDed. vlii^ 
p. 10-11.' 

368. the friiifmg Xati/«,— His most Christian Majesty Louis 
XYI. conformably to the. preliminaries proposed by his secre- 
tary Mr. Gerard entered, Feb. G, 1778, '* into treaties of 
amity, eomraeree, and alliance with the United States on the 
footing of the most perfect equality and reciprocity.*' The 
commissioners on the part of the Americans were Dr. Frank- 
lin, Mr, Silas Deane, and Mr. Arthur Lee ; and the ^ountda 
Vergennesy minister for foreign affairs, was the person wbe 
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By Deanci and' Vergennei, Mocl»*;tilieiD tiBicijr atf : ' 
Of men aiidgajd. Now. :WairhMi§tem?»ipil9u4JiQil6i 
Surpass all bonndfr : t^e wkere tlt« ehiefiliVi duats 365 
His rapid mardiy' witb.all hi§ inodey^ troopB, 
Through the VtrginiaQ de«Brt8> a«id UMWe^jdaiiis, 
Where ^M6ieiilT«ltiirel>»iiei!^ and wliere doigs . 
And raTieoous wohes watoh-wltk feU;ea(g^p<?^fi , 
Their destin'd prey ; where horrid spectres gleam, 370 
Making night sightless, and nought else Is heard 
But shrieks, and howls, and clangs, and lond laments : 
There must we meet him- with the force of hell 
Ranged in close phalanx, and deep serried |filb-; 
For there perchance we once majr try- again; 375> 
The strength of Michael with the heairenly ho»t 
Cloth'd in new arms, of which they stand'lh need, 
Since erst with well-de? ised engtnry 
Them of their ancient armour we despqjl'd. 
And be ye not dismay'd; for 'tis decreed 380 

That on that fatal day some potent chief 
Shall cease to rule : O may this conquering arm, 
This arm my God, my only God in whom^ 
I put my trust, enforce the blest decree ! . 



principally condttctpd the ronfi^reiicefl buthe part of H. M.€« 
Majesty. See Ramsai)^ ii. 60 — 8 ; compare Life of fV^ ill. 434. 
446, &c. " The joy of the Americans prodiiced by this ev^nt 
was unbounded." Sec l>i/« o/ W^. jv. 20. 

366. motley troopiy — ^There was such a de^lency of cioth<< 
ing amonj^ the American troops, that npon thefr function with 
their French allies they felt considerable degradation; **• Some 
whole lines, officers as well as men, inhere shaiifby, and a great 
proportion of the primtes were without fhirts." i2«fiis«^,ii.lQ3i 
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Theo shtll our ktagdom stand, and h^ agaia SM 

For lengthened ages triamph o'er mankind. 

But since far other cares your prince's time 

Must now employ to aid the publick weal, 

And, aboTe all, with eircnmspectlTe eye 

To watch the deep designs of Michael's soul, .390 

^ is fit that we should del^;ate our power 

To some intrepid chieftain ; and to whom 

With greater safety can we trust command 

Than to hell's fayoorite, thee, brave Moloch ! tfajse? 

T was thou, with Mammon and with Belial join'd. 

Who first into the breasts of ministers 396 

And rulers (Udst iiBtil oppression rank« 

And tliose despotick laws that nerer fail, 

Sooner or late, to stir rebellion up. 

And ciTil war, which being untimely nus'd 400 

Do but augment the powers of the strong, 

401 . Do but augment^ ^c— Upon this subject the reader will 
possibly be {^ratified with pemsini; the opiDibo of the celebrated 
sir John Barnard, who, speaking of the rebellion of n45,ob- 
serves; ^ Can any one suppose that such a calamity oonld be 
brought upon u», without some neglect or misconduct in thote 
whose dhty it was to guard against every possible calamity ? 
I shall not say that this was a wilful neglect, or that any mi- 
nister thereby designed to furnish the disaffected with an op- 
portnnity to rebel ; but this I wUl say, that an unsuccessnil 
rebellion is alwa^of great use to a minister ; because it serves 
to increase and establish his power, and furnishes him with 
an opportunity to gratify many of his friends^ as well as to 
be revenged of some of his enemies. No rebellion can there- 
fore breiUL out in this country, but what must afford matter of 
suspicion against those, who happen to be our ministers at the 
tmB* If &e rebellion, process from disaffection, it is to be 
suspected that the minister, for his own private ends, fur- 
nished them with an opportunity to rebel ; if from discontent, 
it is to be sospectM that the minister, by hit oppression^ dc- 
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That hell admirM thj wisdom; and thy yaloor. 

Thy desperate ralour is so known to all, 

As needs no tongue of mine to blaze it forth : 

'Tis of that Taloar now we haTe great need ; 405 

We must not barter, we must wa^e the war. 

Take then the imperial standard, for to thee 

We delegate command in this dire strife ; 

Quick to Virginia skim thy rapid way 

With all our horrent legions ; there anon 410 

Ourself will meet thee, wrapt in other form, 

Darkness, or cloud, or else some animal, 

Some vulture, or perchance that sighted bird 

That looks with eyes undazzled at the sun. 

Haste then, be gone; there is no time for words ; 415 

Take the command, and Satan's will be done." 

Thus spake the prince of darkness, while hk eyes 
Flash'd thick Gorgonic flames. He spake, nor 

sat; 
His ponderous limbs resting on that fam'd spear 
Whose glittering top illum'd the vaulted dome* 420 
And now, obedient to his prince's will, 
Azazel had unfurl'd the mighty ensign. 
When Mammon with complacent looks uprose. 
And with persuasive words address'd his prince; 
<< With you, great leader ! will I end my speech,^ 425 
With you begin it ; for on yon depend 

signedly provoked them to rebel ; and as a reasonable suspi- 
cion is always good |^and for a parliamentary inquiry, I 
think it ought upon every occasion to be the certain conse- 
quence of a rebellion." JMnift Deb. ii. p. 59> Oct, 8fi, 
1745. 
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Our finaeithopfesf biitwel^ O pritiee:! jimkaoit, 

For nothiDg does escapo jou^ piercing ey«, 

That Mmmmdn has n^t iparM or toil or pains, 

To compass those great eo^ yon hare designed. 450 

My fayoarM isle, and favour- d justly i8> 

For tho' among the wise -and httiet pa^t 

My indnencsels feeble, y^theeardi ^ 

Scarce hoId» a spot so dearnntb'iny^oni. 

Abundant so in Totaries ; for here 435 

My altars smokLe with unextingiitsh'd incense, • 

Before my idc»l is profosely pour'd 

locenihit'iidofatioii ; icacoe one being^ 

In heaTCB, or earth, otliell, is so revei^d t 

This favoured spot have I just left, por here)) f 440 

Had Mammon now been seen, but to re6U 

His'cofieris seyen times emptied : much I fear 

That eyen heH will cease the vast suppty. 

But though I've dearly bought, yet hare I well • 

Secrii'd what I hare bdnght: What if I've lost 4*5 

Some solitary £bw^ wh6m Chatham*s voice ' 

And inbred patriot wori^ have, ere too late. 

Recovered from my grasp ; yet have I gsvin'd • 

Britain's whole host of hirelings to my flock, : i 

Whose minds my leksons ha,ve s.b deepjmpress'd 45^ 

That nothing can erase themi Thus l^e taught: > 

^ Banish thy conscience; for It is a di^pot 

That ipules with arbitrary yway^and'ylelds 

No harvest to its owiten {Extirpate . ^i 

All principle ^ fj^r princip^. re(|iures > ' 445 

A stf^dy, constant, persevering ioil '^ 
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la the ttraight line of jif irt«e ; . bi|t the ivrftys 

Of men being croakeil wi^jrgj . It will not lead 

To honoars, titles, dignitiet) or wealth. 

Forsake thj friends ; for well the conrtler knows 

That frienddiip Is, like ▼irtue, iMJt a hiilie, 401 

A mere ideal, sembhuicb, tnothkig reaL 

And above aU,.assnme the patriot's tongue 

Till you ha?e gata'd jonr will, which when: ohtainM 

'ifasact the despot; for what is a people ? 463 

An ignorant mass made to obey the taws ; 

'Tis wealth alone is wise and onght fo role.* 

And when yoia wish to totmiph o'er mdn?str%iils^< ' 

Tell them ki sonnding tripfela they arc free^ i ■ j ' 

Then let yonr preamble be full oi[ words 470 

« * * ' . 

466i. made to obey the Uuds; — See Belsham, vi. .p. IS, whefe 
a noted bishop is mentioned as declaring ; ^ tliat spetnlative 
aad philosopiiical^ disqiiisitions upon tlie subj^tctof g^overn- 
■lenL tliongli tliey might be allowed, did more harm than good; 
hut that pvblic ditcussions of ^ueh topics ought to be pre- 
•^mnted : ^qd tl^ai he did pot Xnpw, in fact, whatjlhe mass of 
the people tn any' country Aad to' do with' the laws but to obey 
them,** Ye Lockesl ye Sidneys 1 ye Hanpdens I ye Franfc- 
lins ! I think I see vour noble spirits smiling at the puny effu- 
sions of upstart presumption; I think I see yotir indignation 
more kkidled at the patient apathy of the hearers, than at 
(he danng boldness of the deliverer of such dogmas. But 
thb, alas I Isi b«it one small link in tlftrt great chain of causes 
and effecti^ '^vhiqh ^e fast leading to thf destruction of the 
' British cflfhstitu'tion. See a similar seiitimient to the bishop's 
iHmte^hyiM^ i(l*0ermaiae»JMrf<f, vK^ 107.^ : 

470. IVien let your preamble — That the preamble ^ of a bill 
has not unfr^qHehtly been at Variance with iitj ch&uses, is a 
complaint of l^ng| staodinf:^ ip this country. Our best law- 
yers and statesmen have ioo often had reason to express their 
disapprobation at such- te proceedings. See the speeches of 
, Punning, Feb. 17, 1777^ AlmonUJ^eb. vi. 839-^241. Lord 
'Shelburne, Nov. 10, l7Td,'iPft. ▼. 6B. Sir joho Barnard, March 
10, 1740, CAaftd^'4.Dc&^;Kii.870. 
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Sweet as HjUawa honej, when your laws, 

Whether enacting, or dedaratorj, 

Are most snbTersWe of the peopled rights; 

Of otherwajv, amid some other clanses 

Of Tarious import, foist by silent stoaldi 475 

Some diibtam davse with latent misdiief frai^ht ; 

And if the people should in tumnlt rise, 

(Eor.aotion and reaction equal are,) 

Send them to battle 'gainst the fricpds of man : 

Tell them such f riemb are natural enemies, 480 

Who to maintain the blest rriations 

Of peace and amity are incapable. 

And in one^ period to embnuoe the whole, 

Do as you would not others do to yon.' 

Thus hare [ taught, O prince I and my sucoass 48S 

Has (^en sui^iass^d my most giganiiek hopes ; 



- 414-. 'anMiOfhe 0tkei^ clhwten^ if g^-^Thia is another piece of 
niniiCerial.deicteriCy of still longer sUindinl: than the one jnst 
described. Tkos in the Land Tax BlU passed April 1738, ^ a 
elaine was fmudiBeotly slipped In to exempt the prince of 
Wales froiii payiflg the sixpence in the pound, called civil- 
list noney, which amounted to opwards of 1000/.*' ChandUr^t 
Seb. ix. p^ Tii. M Imites of the third Session, &c. Under this 
head nay be-rang^ the tarioas encroachments in the Mutiny 
Acts. See the speech of Mr. Harlfy, Feb. 24, 1740- 1 , Chand* 
isr, xii. 141-2. Mr. Thornton In his speech on the Militia Bill, 
Nov. 1761, says ^ *M mast not howereT omit to take notice 
that the militia laws have been spoiled by design, some vil- 
lanoufl daoses having been artfoUy intrdded into them, which 
were previoasLy known to be soch as woold render them en- 
tifdy useless." Debfttft Deb. iiL 113. See sir W. Mere- 
ditbVspeecb, Jan. 84, 1772^ DebreH, vi 156, and the com- 
plaints of Mr. Grey aad the M. of Lansdowne concerning 
the sarrepittiom dause that repealed the salntary restrictions 
of the Bank, HeMam/vi. 96-7. 44-& 



All Europe knaws ky for it leefai mf po^er; 

E'en Asia forgets kef Maboiiiet, 

And bows the knee ta Mammon* B«t I'te fail'd 

In one important point ; not ail mjravts 490 

So manifold , and ^nurtoDs, can sedoee ^ 

The ba«ght)r soul of CliatlMm ; ke^ prend peer. 

Disdains all jcompromise ; Us eVbqneiice 

Thunders and lightens tiirongh the British oenate, 

And rives their tery hearts ; n6t eTen North 496 

With all his hanghliness and pomp of power, 

Not Hillsborough's f/offn, nor Grenvilhi's rpofent 

tongue 
Can stop the mighty torrent ; mudi I 4read ^ i • ' 
The dire eflfeist ; alreadjrRockiogfaam) .490 

With^elburne, Coilwaj, SaTille, Giaffton't dake, 
Richmondji with Granby, Sawbridge, Dimning, Wray, 



491 iChrsmritte'sp9ietUi9ngtte^-^t. GreBville ilr» the' cele- 
brated author of the measure of taxing America, a meastim 
which ^the sagacity of a Walpole thought toio hazardonsto 
venture upon ; but said that ** he should leave it to some more 
daring successor in ottee to make the experiment.*' See Bit' 
Mom, i. U«— Ua %0. , ' ' ' 

499. Rockingham^ ^c— These patriotic defenders of the 
rights and liberties of their brethren in America were ably 
and warmly supported by their compatriots, Dowdesweft, 
"Wilkes, Hartley, Fuller, Luttrell, Johnstone, lords Jolih 
and George Cavendish, &c. ftc.^ ButthCir efforts were v^n, 
and the consequences were such as must always^ be c'^rpeotei 
from the direction of passion and imhecilllty* - That some of 
-these statesmen, afterwaids forgot the principles uponiwhfeh 
they had acted during the Ameri^n troubles, is a t#oth WMeh 
every honest man must deploie ; but it was' no par^ of the 
poet's duty to omit paying the debt of gratitude to those men 
whose exertions contHbated so latgeVjr to the happiness of emr 
transatlantick brethren* 
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Camden and Barrd^ Bedcford, Bark^ and Fox, 

Second the 'patriot's efibrts ; and so secoiid| 

As when Aurora from the roseate bed 

Of her Tithonns rising slow dispds 505 

The Taponrs of the night ; but this^be mine 

With these replenished coffers to forefend* 

Ask e?ery Briton what he lores most dear, 

He'll tell yen Liberty, nor would he lend 

One momentary aid to enslave mankind, 510 

Much less his brethren of the self.4Kune blood, 

Language, and manners, but that sophistry^ 

Miscalled eloquence, and Gorgian lore. 

Which makes the worse appear ^e better caitte. 

Freezes the genuine instinct of his soul : 515 

Forgetting principle, he trusts in men ; 

This is his bane ; could he but once be taught 

To trust men less, ^nd principle lo?e more, 

Not all the arts of hell and earth oombin'd 



509. He*U iettpouIMertgy— *'Thtr€ n (said the duke ^ 
Backingham, Oct. 13, 1675,) a thing called liberty, which, 
wliatsoeYer tome men may think, is that the peopk of Bngbmd 
mrefondett of; it it that they mU never part with ; and is that 
His Majesty (Car. II.) in his speech has promised us to take a 
particolar care of.*' Timberland*s Lordi Behatee, i. 164. True; 
the people of England never will part with it; it is their 
birthright ; it has descended to them firom their Saxon proge- 
nitors, and (heir history will tell its enemies that they have fre- 
quently gone very great lengths to preserve it* '* God send the 
prerogative touch not our liberty I*^ was the exclamation of the 
people in the time of Elizabeth, which gave such offence to 
Mr. Secretary Cecil ; and perhaps other secretaries would be 
equaUy offended wefe they. now to exclaim — Godsend that 
cormption destroy not the constitution! CobhetVe ParL Hitt* 
i.ni. SeeBeZtAam,!. 26T-8. 



^40 .WASHWQfim, > BOOK J. 

CoM do him farther, bmrni. Bribumia too, 590 

That Tirgni goddess, spurns. inj proffer'd aid ; ^ 

She c^t a wistful look to western skies, 

^ 'Tis not my deed,' she cried, and ^ed her. flight 

To where Gibnaltar towers abo?e th6 clovds. 

And bj her Elliot pours destructife fire SM 

Upon the. astounded foe. StHl Manmon's powers 

Are not oifeebied ; this Columbia knows, 

And knowing feels, for all her enemiet 

Owe not their fraU existence but to me* 

But now I must r^nm^ my. coiiers fili'd, 53Q 

Yet with firm hope at time's appointed hoar 

To^oaeet brave M6k>ch on the. plains of death." 

Scarce had he ended, and his prince's eye 
GlancM approbatioti, wlien Azazel tall 
Unfurl'd hell's streaming ensign to the BOnnd 535 
Of countless clarions. But no loud acclame, 
No universal shout new courage rais'd, 
For o'er the fiery surge a sudden blast, 
Surcharg'd widi sulphurous and with nitrons smoke^ 
Impregnate with inflammable, rusb'd forth 540 

With fell impetuosity, and consum'd 
Instant the imperial streamer. Satan stood 
Speechless; and e'en with horrour Moloch gaz'd. 
As when some subterranean wind confin'd^ 
In Etna's sulphurous womb sudden expands, 545 
Struggling for birth, and pours whole torrents out 
Of liquid lava o'er the fertile plains 
Of Sicily ; nor mound^ nor dam can stop 
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Its wide destraodfc coiifse^ but herds, auid ioeks, 
^And farias, and woods, «ad plains are all de- 

stroj'd; 650 

This wheiv the wretched shepherd sees from far, 
He first wiUi ulervt horroar ?iews the wastey 
But soon gives way to grief abd laowntation ; 
So yiew'd the .infernal host their fa?oafrite sign 
ConsitfDM< before their eyes. But Moloch's soul, 
Reeover'd from its trance, which senr'd to inflame 
His wrath tenfokl, as some fam'd cmnbataot, 
Faint with contidned toil, . by partial rest 
Imbibes new rigour, and renews the war 
Amidst applandiBg thousands, so« the fiend 560 

'Rapt in himself seiz'd on the burning staff. 
And holding high in air; '< Rey^ge," he ories^ 
<< Rerenge, rerenge ; under this ensign die 
Or conquer." <^ Die or conquer," echoed back 
From furthest hell- the long*resonnding host 505 
And now tiie bristling legions 'gaii to rise 
From off tlie burning marie, and in mid air 
Floated in depth immense, while from their arms 
A gleamy horrour lighten'd thro' the expanse. 
Nor did tfa^y long await their furious ebief, 570 
Who straight inctfae nudst commanded Azazel 
To uprear the halfJburnt. standurd; which dread 

sign 
When Beelzebub, who led the Vanguard, saw. 
Onward he rush'd with more than whirlwind's force 
Through the iron gates of hell, and o'er tiie bridge 
Of Chaos raj^iskimm'd the murky way '676 
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Up t6 tke^ealm of light ; him Mo1o<^ satr 

With joy. «o zealous iti the cause^ aiid now ; ' ^ 

Pressed on him hard, grinning a ghastly grin,. 

And hiding i^anghfier from his horrid jaw94 ^dO 

And nowy with Bacchanalian, roar^ Gheiios . 

The obscoiQ, ami lewdest Belial led or 

The rear, with all iU devilislLeiigiiiiy, ^:' .% ^iv < ' 

And passed hcdPs bounds ; the dying clarion now 

Was scarcely heaid^ atid Satan peosiye stood ^ 68fi 

Pondering within his solitary breast. 

The dark decree of fate.; penaife.he «tood , 

And gaz'donPandaemoniuiii;.bQt sedse . 

Returned soon, for lol before his eyes i^QQ 

The hell- wrought palace geadUally sttak i i / } / 

Into the fiery stirgej and not u trace < ; / 

Was left behind* ^^ Enough, enough i" he cried. 

While tears aogelick ppur'd adown his cheeks, 

^< I want no other omen { wdllkiiow 695 

My end 's ^t hand ; but by this spear I swear. 

Which shall full soJon be drench'd in hudlan blood, 

That earth shall rue my fall." He said, and tumM 

T 'ward his ethereal steeds, and glittering car, 

Whose wheeb were wnofi^ht of adamant, and rolled 

On platinasah aile^ while di6'spokesr« 601 

Of' radfont urtw poar^ celesiial light ^i v ; 

The body of some new.discorer^d substance, 

MetalU^ or. carbonic, or lignose, 

But not yet aoalyzM by mort^ hand, Q05 

Into this. flaming oar t&» chieftain vaalts;: 

And the ethereal- steods,^ who know his will^'. 
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And need nor goad nor spur, no sooner feel 

The awfol presence of their mighty chief, 

^Than quick as forked lightning with one bound 610 

Spring from hell's confines to Columbia's Alps. 

There Satan sat, watching with keenest eye y 

Thq motions of his fo^, and round about 

In circling rolumes pdur'd hell's darkest clouds. 
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J BANscENDENT Mind ! For by wbat higher name 
Can the confined intellect of man 
Address thee, or adore thee; Great Unknown! 
To whom infinite is 'finite, and the obscure 
Lucid as thy own sun ; who fill's t all space, 5 

All time with thy incomprehensible. 
Blest above all the blest ! Since mortal tongue 
Without thy holy influence nought avails, 
To whom compared the human intellect 
Is but a glow-worm to the orb of day, 10 

And present, past, and future, all are one ; 
Grant me thy Keavenly aid, and deign to guide 
My wandering thoughts, while I describe to men 
That vast beneficence which hath remoy'd 
The film of darkness from the human eye, 15 

And let in light. Blest, trebly blest is he, 
Whom th«u hast chosen io fulfU thy will 

1. TVtffueem/en/ Mind I — N«iif Irw i ei«f, • vinvtt iitt^rtt- 
f^fff »»i Invm ri wmv. PluU dc Vila Homeri, iU sect. 1 14. 
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On earth, nor yet unblest that tongae which dares 

Under thy guidance such great tLCt9 reooont* 

Of all the evils that have scourg'd mankind^ 20 

From the beginning of the world till now, 

There is not one so adverse to the will 

Of God, and upright man, as that of war^ 

That mad, unnatural, fabricated ill. 

Whence, then, it may be ask'd, has this fell scourge 

So long oppress'd mankind ? 'Tis ignorance, M 

The rankest ignorance, at once the cause, 

And also the effect; 'tis this alone 

Which man impels his fellow-man to slay. 

And long hath delng'd all the world with blood. 30 

That a frail mortal, whose short life to ills 

Unnumber'd subject, should unpitying stand 

'Mid slaughter'd thousands, and recount with jo^ 

33. and reewnt with joy — So Par^ Lost, xi. 69 1 ; See Rtg. iii. 7 1 . 
To overcome in battel, and sobiltte 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-8lau|^hter, shall be hefd the hii^hest pitch 
Of human glory, and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be stil'd great conquerors, 
Patrons of mankind, Gods, and sons of Gods, 
Destroyers rigfUUer caWd, and plagues of men. 
Unfortunately these glorious destroyers, these triumphant 
plagues of men, occupy the whole volume of history', whether 
ancient or modern, sacred or prophane: and yet-4he hypo- 
crites profess to worship that Being who requires of us to do 
justly, &nd tolovemercy; and to venerate that Saviour, who en- 
deavoured to bring peace on earth, and good trill towards men. 
But a ^^ transcendently excellent Being must regard wkh 
displeasure whatever has a tendency to distnrb. the moral 
•rder, happiness, and harmony of bis creation." f And if he 
regards it with displeasure, he most, he will put an end to it. 
The world is in its infancy, when it puts on the toga of 
manhood, it will throw off childish things. See Behham's 
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The horrid desolation he hath caus'd; 

The wives whom he hath widow 'd ; and the sons 35 

Whose fathers' blood his murderous blade hath spilt; 

And call this glory 1 O my God ! My God ! 

Grant that such glory may be far remov'd 

From me and mine ! Thy own vast thoughts and acts 

So instantaneous are, that to our eyes 40 

They seem as one, jet well thou know'st that man 

Must thro' the gates of evil pass to good, 

And from the effect alone can learn the cause ; 

And dear-bought is that knowledge : but the time, 

I speak prophetick, but I speak from truth, 45 

The time will come, when wars at length will cease. 

Full well I know some barbarous conflicts yet 

Must desolate our race, until that hour. 

That happy hour arrive, which then will come, 

When the two rival nations of the earth 50 



. 50. When the two rival naiionSj fife — ^** Between our two 
countries, (said the Fre^h to the British monarch, an. 1799*) 
new connections oughVto take place. I think I see the 
remains of that rivalship which has done so much mischief 
to both daily wearing away. It becomes two kings, who 
have distinguished their reigns by a constant desire to pro- 
mote the happiness of their people, to connect themselves 
by sach ties as will appear to be durable in proportion as the 
two nations shall have cUarer views of their own interests, I 
consider thesuccess of the alliance, in which I wish »you to 
concur with as much zeal as I do, as of the highest import- 
ance; I consider it as necessary to the stability of the re- 
spective constitutions, and tKe internal tranquillity of our 
two kingdoms ; and, I will add, that our union ought to com- 
mand peace to Europe" Could a prophet have delivered 
greater truths? In the same spirit is written the letter of 
the First Consul to His Britannick Majesty, Dec. 25, 1799. 
^ How can jtwo most enlightened nations of Europe, power-, 
fbl and strong beyond what their safety and independence 
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Shall see the folly of their private hate. 

And, firmly knit in hand and heart, restore 

To suffering man his liberties and laws. 

But this depends not on their vn\l alone, 

But on the will of Him, whose heavenly light 65 

Must first illume their minds, and further yet 

Remove the mist of ignorance from their eyes. 

Long had mankind, submissive to the rod 
Of their despotick rulers, patient bom 
The most oppressive burthens, and obey'd, 60 

With superstitious reverence, those laws 
Which the caprice and arbitrary will 
Of their proud rulers fram'd. Nor had they yet 
Dar'd to assert their rights ; they knew them not^ 
And ignorance was weakness, which their lords .65 
Turn'd to their own account ; and if perchance 

require, sacrifice to ideas of vain greatness the benefits of 
commerce, internal prosperity, and tbe happiness of families ? 
How is it that they do not feel that peace is of the first ne- 
cessUy, as well as of the first glory! — France and England, by 
the abuse of their strength^ may stiU for a long time, to the 
misfortune of all nations, retard the^ period of their being 
exhausted. But I will venture to say it, the fate of all cttn- 
lised nations is attached to the termination of a war which in- 
volves the whole world.'' Prophecy again ! and the pro- 
phecy will be remembered wben the scornful rejection is 
foi^otten. Nor must I omit to record that noble sentiment 
expressed by the First Consul to Mr. Fox In 1803^ *^ that 
the globe might be considered as inhabited by two great na- 
tions, the eastern and the western ; and that hostilities be- 
tween any of the powers of Europe must be regarded as a 
spedes of civil toar.^' Belsham, iv. 458 ; vii. S06-7 ; viii. 420. 
See the note Id, 391 ; and see Append. E. to Miles'* s Letter to 
the Princt of Wales. 

" — — Tanton' placuit concurrere motu, 

Jupiter, etem& gentes in pace futuras ? '* 

Mn. xiu 504. 
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Oppression irakM a murmur in their breasts, 

Religion forward stept, and thus proclaim'd ; 

<^ Rings are the Lord's anointed, by God's grace 

They hold their heavenly mission, murmur not, 70 

Lest, as proud I^araoh's host, who dar'd of old 

To oppose the will of Heaven, ye too be plung'd 

Into a sea of woe ; ye are profane. 

Stiff necked, ignorant, an iron race. 

And must be rul'd ; we are the chosen few^ 75 

The golden racc^ by Wisdom Infinite 

Selected and illum'd ; we then alone 

Know what is right and fit ; your murmurs cease. 

And If ye would be sav'd, obey our will." 

Long pause ensued, for much the ^ople lov'd, 80 

And fear'd their pastors ; till at last their ills 

Increased so, that neither fear, nor love 

69. by God's grace ^r. — Blackstone, towards the conclu- 
sion of his excellent chapter upon the Kin;^ and his Title, 
b. i. ch. 3, observes, that ** divine indefensible hereditary 
rij^ht, when coupled with the doctrine of unlimited passive 
obedience, is snrely of all constitutions the most thoroughly 
slavish and dreadful.*' What then must be the feeling of the 
British patriot when he bears such sentiments as the follow* 
ing delivered by an English bishop before the House of 
Lords, Jan. SO, 1793. ** God to his own secret purpose directs 
the worst actions of tyrants no less than the best of godly 
princes : man^s abuse, therefore, of his delegated authority^ is 
to be borne by resignation, like any other of God's judgments. 
The opposition of the individual to the sovereign power is an 
opposition to God^s providential arrangements ," &c. Our an* 
cestors at the glorious Revolution held a very different doc- 
trine, and acted upon very different principles — principles 
that have been confirmed by our best lawyers, and indeed 
have become the maxims of the law itself. " Rex debet esse 
sub lege, quia lex facit regem.*' See BUickstone, b. i. ch. viL 
Befshanif v. 45-6. 

74. an iron race, — See Aristot, PoUt. lib. ii. p. 319. 

d2 
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Could silence thiem, and thus they loud complained; 
<^ If kings by grace divine appointed are 
To rule and goyern, and if ye, O priests ! 86 

The chosen few, whom Wisdom Infinite 
Guides and illumes; why do not then your words 
And actions right accord ? The heavenly Power 
Is merciful, and good, and not a bird 
Falleth unto the ground without his care ; 90 

While ye, who, as ye say, derive your power 
From hjs divine alppointment, merciless, 
Your people with oppressions overload. 
And tho' we fall in thousands to the earth 
Obeying your commands, ye neither grieve 95 

Nor yet lamentAir fall, and if ye weep, 
Ye weep unpitying, nor yet relax 
Our grievous burthens. First by your own acts 
Shew your divine appointment ; be ye kind, 
Be merciful, be as your Father is ; 100 

And our obedience, and our gratitude 
Shall prompt repay your bounty, and your love." 
.Thus spake the injurM people, and the press, 
That happiest invent of the human mind, 
Spread far and wide their plaints ; and reasoning 
men 105 

Began to ponded deeply what was meant 
My God's anointed, and the grace divine* 
But time was not yet come, and the hearts of kings 
By this discussion were yet hardened more. 
And now the most excruciating pains, 110 

And racks, and' wheels, and tortures horrible. 
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Such as not andent fable e'er deyis'd 

For punishments in hell, were yet dens'd 

By the wicked wit of man to punish man* 

Obedience implicit was the rule, 116 

The only rule, by which unhappy man 

Could .measure his existence. Creeds of faith 

Were made and unmade at the mere capdce 

Of priests and synods, and the few who dar'd 

To doubt their rectitnde drew on themselres 130 

Severe affliction. Gracious God ! How oft 

Amid thdr torments hare these upright men 

Inyok'd thy holy name, and cried aloud ; 

<< O Lord ! Receiye our soul ; it b for thee j 

And thy tr.uth'4S sake we suffer ; but forgive 135 

These our tormentors, open their eyes, O Lord 1 

That they may see thy glory, and become 

The vindicators of thy ways to men. 

Grant that our sufferings may diffuse around 

The peopled earth, the light of truth and thee." 130 

The Almighty heard in part the martyrs' prayers, 

And part the winds dispersed. The light of truth 

Began to dawn upon the human mind. 

But no light dawn'd upon the minds of kings ; 

But purple-fingerM Persecution 135 

Stalk'd round the globe with vast gigantick strides, 

Her head amid the clouds, her feet on earth. 

The Almighty saw that man, whom in his image 

He had created, and who breath'd his breath, 

Had quite forgot his heavenly origin, 140 

And all those lovely precepts, which he taught 
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Of mercy and forgiyeness ; and instead 

Had dar'd to trespass on his Maker^s rights. 

And take away that life he could not giye. 

The Almighty saw, and saw it was not good, 145 

But called no couucil to deliberate. 

On what was right and proper ; for what need 

Of slow^eliberation to that Being 

Whose thoughts are acts, all-perfect, and all- wise ? 

And thus He spake ; '^ Let Freedom's sacred 

light 150 

Rise o'er the earth ; " jind Freedom's light arose. 
Heaven heard the cheering sound ; Earth saw the 

light; 
And Heayen and Earth re-echoed mutual joy. 

And first Helyeda's braye and hardy sons, 
By the sacred warmth invigorate, arose 155 

From their deep slumber, and recalPd to mind 
Their noble ancestry, that bray'd so long 
The Roman tyrants, who would have impos'd 
The slavish yoke upon their stubborn necks ; 
And thus amid the assembled states uprose 160 

The intrepid Tell ; long time hb free-born soul 
Had spurn'd the Austrian Albert's iron yoke; 
Albert that tyrant who disdain'd to hear 
The people's just complaints, nor would redress 
Their violated rights, but with a rod 165 

Of iron rul'd ; and thus the hero spake ; 
*' Friends, Warriours, Countrymen ! The time is 

come 
When our oppressed country loudly calls 
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With more thaa mortal ¥oice on all her sons, 

To cast the yoke of slavery from their necks, 170 

Or perish in the attempt* Have ye forgot 

What time your haughty nobles ye eipelPd 

For violation of your charter'd rights ? 

And when those despots charg'd you with rebellion 

Before the Imperial Rodolph ; have ye forgot 175 

With what benignant aspect that wise prince 

Heard your complaints, approved all your acts, 

Confirm'd your ancient rights, and granted new ? 

And will ye now bow down your suppliant necks 

Beneath the haughty Albert's iron yoke, 180 

Who is as much unlike his noble sire, 

As mid-night xlarkness is the risen sutv? 

What confiscations, £ne9) imprisonments. 

What horiid tortures daily have we born 

Without redress, for if we but complain 185 

Our miseries are doubled ! And now, as if 

To shew how far tyrannick wantonness 

Can sport with human feelings, see where Griesler 

Our arbitrary despot, Albert's tool. 

Hath set his mark of slavery in Altorf, 190 

And order'd all on pain of instant death 

To bow before it ; and those suppliant slaves 

Who will obey the order, let them live, 



190. his mark of slavery — Griesler, the tyrannical governor 
of Ury, had set his cap upon a post in the market-place of 
Altorf, and commanded every person to pull off bis hat to it 
on pain of dr>ath. See Salmon's Modern History, vol. ii. 

{». 257 ; from whence the historical part of this, and the fol- 
owing book, is chiefly derived. 
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Old Tell will spurn the tjrsLut" Here his voice 

Stopt utterance, for his heart was full ; and now 196 

The rales of Altorf rang wHh loud acclame, 

And all Helvetia's sons betook to arms. 

But Griesler's heart was hardened, and his eyes 

Were stricken blind by Heayen's celestial wrath. 

For thus it is with tyrants ; they nor care, 200 

Nor feel for human misery, but proceed 

With blind infatuation, heaping ills 

On ills reiterate, until at last 

The limping feet of justice overtake 

Their long-repeated injuries, and they 205 

Unwept, unpitied, unlamented die. 

And such was Griesler's fate ; maddened with rage 

The insensate tyrant seiz*d the aged sire, 

Whose venerable locks, and grave aspect 

Had to commiseration mov'd e'en brutes, 210 

And with out-wanton'd wantonness inflicts 

A punishment, that e'en malignity, , 

Come hot from deepest hell, could scarce have fram'd. 

This venerable hero had a son, ^ 

Bom in his age, his hope, and prop of life, 215 

In whom Helvetia saw the father's worth. 

And mark'd him for her own : him Griesler's guards, 

Eager to obey their master, instant seiz'd, 

And brought before the tyrant, who with smiles 

Deeply malignant thus the sire address'd ; 220 

*' And think'st thou, haughty rebel ! that a rout 

Of unarm'd rabble can my power defy, 

Back'd by the strength of Austrian Albert's arm ? 



■ / 
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Know, base-bom slave ! who bear'st a name iin. 

known^ 
Even nnto thy countrymen, that thon, 325 

And such as thou, whom Heayen hath placM beneath 
Our rule and guidance, should with fear and awe 
Name e'en our name, much less dbpute our wilL 
But since with impious tongue thou dar'st to doubt 
The wisdom of our acts, and bast forgot 230 

Our heavenly appointment, know 'tis fit 
A bright example should be made of thee. 
And this thy ofispting ; bear then our resolve } 
Soon as the morning sun 'shall gild the tops 
Of yon proud mountains with its early rays, 235 
Thee and thy son my guards shall straight conduct 
Unto the market-place of Altorf, there 
On pain of ihstaut death to him, and thee, 
I charge thee aim thy arrow ataii apple 
PlacM on the youngster's head, which if thou miss 240 
Thou certain diest r ihos shall > these rebels know 
The power of him whpm they hare dar'd provoke." 
Thus spake die ityran ty and the heart of Tell^ 
Whom even dungeons, and the keenest racks 
Had scarce appali'd, paternal love, and fear 245 
* Transpierced through; and thus with faultering 

- tongue 
The veteran exclaim'd ; ^^. O spare my son I 
Hb youth, his innocence da lordly plead 
In his behalf; I am alone the cause ; 
Let me then only die ; I stand prepared.'* 250 

But tyrants know no mercy in their wrath,. / 

i>5 
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'Tis on the feelings of mankind they act, 
And how they outrage these is not their care. 
Thas Griesler, when he saw the aged sire 
Shrink .back with horrour from his damned d^ree. 
His harden'd heart rejoiced with double joy^ 25(1 
And grinning malice thus the despot spake; 
^^ Have I at laist, thou proud rebellious ! found 
^ The means to curb thy daring spirit ? Know 
That Griesler ne'er recalls what is pronounc'd ; 260 
And mark, one moment shouldst thou hesitate, 
That moment dies thy son before thy face/' 
He said, and straight the guards their prisoners lodg'd 
In a deep dungeon's sad security. ' 

And now the circling Hours led forth the Sun 265 
Thro' the eastern gates of heaven ; when Altorf 's 

sons, ^ 
Whom sleep, that sooths the cares of other men, 
Had nor refresh'd, nor sooth'd, for if perchance 
Some minds oppress'd with Oyerwhelming toil 
Sunk into wakeful slumbers, phantoms dire, 270 
And all that fancy unrestrain'd by judgment 
Could form, or featnre to affrighted minds 
Rose into yiew, but most of all the fate 
Of their reyered Tell, which, bdng unknown, 
Was trebly horrible, fiU'd all wiA woe. 275 

But now they rose, call'd by the radiate beams 
Of the far.piercing sun. Them Melchdal saw 

877, 285, ^6. Arnold Melclidal, Walter Fur9t,and Werner 
Stouffacher were three of the principal leaders of the revo- 
lotion. See £la2m<m'« Jfodem Bistory* 
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Assembling, thick as autamn's falling leaves, 

With bold inquiry fraught, for much their hearts 

Yearn'dfor the sufferers, in whose fate they saw 280 

Their own best rights, and privileges involv'd; 

And Melchdal's heart was gladden'd at the sight: 

His labouring breast had many sleepless nights 

Been pondering o'er Helvetia's wretched lot ; 

Nor did his bold compeers, the intrepid Furst, ^5 

And Stouf&cher, not second his designs : 

These patriots knew that man lost half his worth 

The moment that he ceased to be free ; 

And though by fear and terrour tyrants rule, 

And triumph o'er men's minds, (which truth in. 

deed 
The imprison'd Tell too well illustrated,) 290 

Yet tyranny but triumphs for a time. 
And truth, and reason will return at last. 
When these compatriots saw Helvetia's sons 
Recover'dfrom their trance, (for Griesler's bold, 295 
And daring deed had overawed their minds,) 
As a fond father hastens to redeem 
An only son, whom some proud Algerine, 
Or base Tunisian corsair has enslav'd ; 
So them the patriots hasten'd to relume 300 

With freedom's holy light Alas ! how hid 
From mortal eye is dark futurity ! 
Scarce had they reach'd the assembly, and the waves 
Of popular acclamation 'gan subside ; 
When on a sudden the joud trumpet's voice, 303 
With the shrill clarion, and the hollow sound 



y 
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Of the ground-shaking hoof^ renew'd their fears. 

And lo ! the tyrant's dreaded form appear'd 

Looking fix'd hate ; around him throng'd his guards 

In close battalion, and in the midst were seen 310 

The god-like yeteran, and his dauntless son ; 

When thus the herald's voice 'aloud proclaimed ; 

" Ye sons of Altorf ! Since ye thus have dar^d 

IKspnte our sovereign will, and disobey 

Our just and wise commands ; we have resolved 315 

To check rebellion at the fountain-head, 

And give a lesson to futurity. 

Thtis then we have ordain'd, that the elder Tell, 

Placing an apple on the youi^er's head, 

Aim at it with his arrow ; if he miss 320 

He instant dies, and should he hesitate, 

That moment dies his son before his face, 

Nor shall himself escape. Thus shall ye learn 

The power of him whom ye have dar'd provoke.'* 

^Twixt word, and deed, there was no space of time ; 

Already had the armed staves fulfill'd 326 

The orders of thdr leader, and around 

The unhappy sufferers stood in firm array ; 

While the astonish'd mpltitude without 

Were mute with fear ; when thus the aged sire 330 

Poured out to heaven's King his pious prayer ; 

" Almighty Pow'r I who know'st the hearts of men 

Without the utterance of words ! O bear 

A father's wishes ; spare, O spare my son ! 

And from thy holy fountain. Gracious God! 335 

Pour forth a beam of merey o'er our sins P^ 
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The Almightj heard, and cast on Reiy, 
The meekest seraph of the heay'nly choir, 
A glance that spake in volumes. Quick as thought 
The seraph hoTer'd o'er the head of Tell, 340 

Unseen by otiiers' eyes. Depriv'd of sense. 
And speech the hero stood ; when the angel took 
The bow and arrow from his trembling hand, 
And bj celestial aim the apple fell 
Transpierced to the ground. Her mission done 345 
The seraph wtng'd her rapid flight to heay'n. 
Where }oy angelick beamed upon her face. 
But now the pious pair with out-stretch'd hands 
Pour'd forth in silent pray'r their gratitude 
To the seat of mercy ; while their countrymen 350 
Made all Helyetia's mountains echo back 
Repeated Hallelujahs. But the tyrant 
Fell disappointment seiz'd, and black jreyenge 
Which would be satiate; nor wanted he 
Occasion seeming to fulfil his will ; 355 

For had the unhappy sire with erring hand 
Miss'd his designed aim, and slain his son, 
A second reed had pierc'd the tyrant's heart. 
This Griesler learnt, and as some lioness 
. Prowls round the sheepfold in the evening's dusk, 
Press'd sore by hunger, and maternal care, 361 
Bnt fears to enter, for both men and dogs 
Keep there strict watch ; at length by nature's wants 
Imperious urg'd, she overleaps the fence. 
And having gorg'd herself with blood, conveys 365 
Some mangled carcase to her distant young, 
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Pursued by dogs and men ; so Griesler seiz'd 

The unhappy Tell, and Cassenach's lonely tow'rs 

Had now receiv'd the sire ; when clouds of dust^ 

A true but silent messenger, and gleams 370 

Of distant arms awakenM all his fears. 

Then Griesler learnt to tremble ; then he knew 

The prince who rules not in his subjects* hearts 

Is struck by Heaven's wrath, and falls despisM. 

And thus fell Griesler, and that tyrant race 375 

Who long oppress'd Helyetia ; for her sons^ 

An armed nation, warm'd by Heaven^s fire, 

And urg'd by injuries, had now aris'n 

A light to light the world, and show to all, 

A nation's Toice is but the voice of God. 380 



368. Cassenach^8 lonely toto'rs — A castle situated on the lake 
Laceriie» 
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XTere stop, my Muse! and own thy gratitude 
That thou wert oot in bdng at that time 
When Ignorance* deep whirlpools whelm'd the world^ 
And all wa» vice and woe ; when if perchance 
Some genius less benighted rose to light, b 

'T was only to pour forth in barbarous rhime 
The praise of murderers and the drunkard's broils. 
'Tis from the evils of those wretched times 
That virtue even now deplores that man 
Must wade to freedom thro' a sea of blood. 10 

But thus hath Fate ordain^ ; Wisdom alone 
Can purge the mental ray to bear the light 
Of truth, and virtue, liberty, and love. 
Hail then, thou period blest ! when heaven^s decree 
Instructed man to know, and feel his rights; 15 
The light once risen ne'er will set again. 
But in meridian glory eternal shine 
Of brightest essence co-essential. ^ 

Helvetia now had rais'd her powerful voice 
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Echoing to furthest west ; and first with joj 20 

BataYia heard, for there a D* Alva's crimes 

As far eclipsed Griesler's, as the mind 

Of the deep-judging sage outsoars the ken 

Of those purblind, and puny politicians 

Whose molish eyes see but the point oppos'd. 25 

Batayia heard, and straight a host of men 

Uprose to hail the joyful sound. Them oft 

Had Philip's wanton cmelttes, and rage 

Insatiate of blood, impell'd to acts 

Of deep despair, which despots have miscalPd 30 

Rebellion, for they do most rebel 

Who break the laws of God, and trample down 

The altars of his justice. Man will bear, 

And God permit innumerable wrongs 

To flourish for a time, but there 's a. point, 35 

A sacred point, which neither God, nor man 

Will sujSer to be pass'd, and him, who dares 

To make the attempt, tho' arm'd with triple brass. 

And deep-encircled round with hosts of slares, 

The watchful wrath of Heayen soon overtakes, 40 

And plunges head-long down the gulf of woe. 

And such awaited Philip ; nor veterans, 

Nor hireling mercenaries^ nor the crimes 

Of t^at incarnate fiend, whose bloody deeds 



S5. but there^s a pointy S^c. — See the Act of the United 
Colonies for separating theiftselves from the ^overnineat of 
Great Britain, and declaring their independence. Ramsay^ 
i. 339, Sec, 

44. whose bloody deeds — The duke d' Alva boasted that be- 
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Dimm'd the bl^st brightness of the orb of ds^y; 45 
No ! Not the moQSter D'Aka cquld suppress 
The nplifted arm pf freedom, maiif d b)^ wrongs. 
Bat here the patriot eye will shed a tear 
O'er Hoorn and Egmont's ashes. Ye, braye peers ! 
Fought for yoQr country, for your country died ; 50 
But died not unr^yeng'd, for William heard 
Your dying moadas, and on Eliza calPd 
For aid, Eliza heard ; her patriot soul 
That ne'er her people with taxation ground, 

sides what his sword had destroyed, he had caused 18,000 to 
be executed by the hangman. Salmon's Mad* Histi ii. 136. 

** There is a case," said Gov. Johnstone, Feb. 6, 1775, 
'^ directly similar, but we are too conceited to profit from 
such experience. Philip II. and his seventeen provinces are 
the counterpart of what we are acting. The debates in his 
council on sending the dake of Alva into the Netherlands, 
are applicable in every part. He was advised by two sen- 
sibly men, to repair thither himself, and.)iear the complaints 
of his people, before he came to such rash resolves: but the^ 
majority said as in this case that his glory was compromised. 
It was not religion only but taxing without consent of their 
states, that brought matters to the last extremity : the duke 
of Alva, it is true, was victorious every where at first, but 
his cruelties were but sowing the serpents' teeth. The^ SUCB* 
the beggars of the Briel, esteemed at that time infinitely 
more despicable than the New-Englandmen-are represented, 
gave the first shock to the power of Spain. In comparing 
the probability of events, can any man say that Great Britain 
has such a prospect of victory in the contest, as Spain might 
then have expected ? Yet we know the event, and how 
that mighty empire was rem in pieces." &c. jUmon^ i. 165. 

49. Hoorn and EgmonVa asha* — ^The counts of H. and £• 
were put to death by D'Alva. 

51. William Aeard--The Prince of Orange. 

52. Eliza — Queen Elizabeth, who assisted the Flemings. 
54» That neV^ her people with taxation ground^ — ^^ That 

gracious queen," said lord Chesterfield, Dec. 8, 1740, ^ was 
extremely shy^of loading her subjects with any taxes, or- 
putting the public to any expense." And how ^ell she 
deserved, this character may be learnt from the constant 
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But ruPd trramphant ia her sabjects' hearts ; 65 

Who Taoqiiish*ii all her foes, despis'd their threats^ 

And made Spain's despot tremble on his ihrone ; 

Thee! Great Elizal! Thee, the sufferers 

Inyoked not in yain ; thy noble soul 

With the sacj^ed love of liberty inspired, GO 

Attentive heard their plaints, and l^iisr amidst 

Assembled Britons spake their patriot quemi ; 

^^ Friends, subjects, countrymen!^ 'Tis now the time 

When that great law of nations, which forbids 

All interference in another's rights, 65 

Must give precedence ; for the laws of men 

Must yield obedience to the laws of God. 

That sovereign princes are alone to Heaven 

Accountant for their actions is allow'd ; 

But when perpetual servitude awaits 70 

A nation of freemen, reason ordains 

Their country's constitution, and its laws 



tenor of liisto^. The parliament having olfered in the 
eighth year of her reign greater subsidies than usoal — -^ she 
utterly refused that extraordinary supply, and accepted of a 
much smaller sum. Abating the receipt of the fourth part of 
the money so granted ; and telling them, after commending 
their regard for her, ' that money in her subjects* purse was as 
good as in her otm exchequer,^ and that ' she mflde a greater 
account of the good-wills and benevolent minds of her'good 
and ky^ing'siibjects, than she ^id-of ten subsidies.' ** Weare 
told at other times that this excellent princess supplied a 
great part of the ptiblick expenditure " out of her own re- 
venues, sparing from herself th serve the necessity of the 
realm, and shunning thereby loans upon interest, as a most 
pestilent canker that is able to devour even the states of 
princes.'* Tlmberland's Lords' Deb, vii. 589 ; Cobbetfs Pari. 
Hist, i. f 16. 767. 818. Compare also Id, i. 7«7. 768. 778. 
874. 940-1. 
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Absolve them from allegiance ; for what men 
Can 1>e so lost to rirtue, or to mind, 
As freedom to commute for servitude ? 75 

And if perchance such wretches should be found^ 
What ri^t hare they to bind posterity ? 
My free-born Britons ! 'T is enough for us 
To tell you that Batavia is edslay'd ; 
Spain's haughty despot, and his impious tool^ 80 
Forgetting God and right, have dar*d subvert 
The people's dearest privileges, nor stop 
Their dreadfal persecutions, till they reach 
Despotick power. Patriot William calls 
Aloud for British succour ; the oppress'd 86 

On Britons nev^r call'd for aid in vain." 
Thus spake Elixa, and the people yet 
Inclining forwards bent, with ears erect 
Listening to silence. Till at length awak'd ; 
As when Killarney's circling rocks receive 90 

Some cannon's solitary roar, at first 
The distant echo imitates the sound, 
And back repeats it, till with ten.fold force 
The east, and west, uniting all their strength, 
Join their reverberations, and at last 95 

The thundering summits madden all the air. 
And echo frighten'd echoes back the whole ; 
Thus when Eliza ended, peal on peal 



73. Absolve them from allegiance; — The language here used 
by Elizabeth is corroborated by the testimony of history. 
See Salmon^ p. 141. Compare also sir Christopher Hatton's 
speech upon the Spanish Invasion, Cobbett^a ParL Hist, i.849. 
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Of loudest acclamation rent the skies. 

Such then were Britons ; such a British queen ; 100 

Alas ! How fallen from their noble sires 

Is thdr degenerate offspring? They were men, 

Who knew fiur freedom's worth, and shed their 

blood 
Defending others' freedom, these forgetting^ 
Sidney', and Hampden's virtues, deign enlist 105 
Amidst arm'd despots to enslaye freemen. 
Here stop, fiiy Muse ! and drop a silent tear 
O'er their departed worth. But, soft, methinks ! 
Thou seest Eliza's spirit from above 
Smile at their puny efforts, and bid thee say, 1 10 
The time is coming when Eliza's soul 
Shall reign again in her, who British.born 
Hath deep imbibed Britain's ancient spirit. 
Yes! I foresee the. period blest approach. 



106^ Amidst amCd despots — '' It has been alleged/' said 
Mr. Fox, an. 1792, *' as a proof of disaffection, that the 
countenances of many wore the face of joy when the intelli- 
gence arrived of the duke of Brunswic^s retreat. What I 
is it a sufficient demonstration of republicanism, that men 
should rejoice in the discomfiture of the atmies of despotism 
combating against liberty ? Could any man who loves the 
constitution of this country wish siincess to the duke of 
Brunswic, after reading a manifesto which violated every 
principle of justice, humanity, freedom, and true govern- 
ment ?"&c. In the same spirit Mr Sheridan exclaims; 
^' But we are told that to treat ivith France would give 
offence to the allied powers, with whom we are eventually 
to co-operate. Are we then prepared to make a common cnuse 
on the principles and for the purposes for which those despots 
have associated ?'* &c. See Belsham^ iv. 503. 515; v. 12. 

114. Vesi I foresee Sfc, — Thrice has the pen been prepared 
to expunge this prophecy, and thrice has it been withholden. 
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When her refulgent glory, bursting forth, 115 

The dank, dark, lowering yapours of the earth 

Scatters to east and west, a risen sun. 

Then Britons shall be free, then see again 

Their laws, their rights, their freedom uninfring'd. 

Thus British virtue, and a British queen, 120 

To reason's yoice obedient, and to God, 

Join'd in the cause of liberty and man. 

Spain*s despot saw, but harden'd at the sight. 

Seeing saw not, for tyranny is blind. 

Blind e'en to its own interest, for would 125 

The tyrant measure his ambitious yiews. 

By what a patient people could endure, 

And there suspend his plans, until at length 

Inur'd to evil they could bear yet more ; 

He might continue heaping crime on crime, 1 30 

Till, like the purpled despot of the east, 

He place his foot upon their lowly necks. 

And they shall call it honour. Such is man 

Creature of time, and place, and circumstance ; 

Such too, so yarions, and so manifold 135 

The ways of him, who out of slavery 

Educeth freedom ; out of evil, good. 

But few there are who know them, and those few 

So wrapt in their intrinsick excellence. 

Their mental eye so dazzled at t^e sight 140 



It shall stand. Prophecies have more than once caused the 

event. 

Kin tkrtfuit fiir U Qtf yt fAttt 
Tix«s. Find. Olym. xiii. 
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Of the sublime, the beautiful, the good, 

That human to celestial yields the palm. 

And, angel-Iike, thej see but to adore. 

Hence then let virtue not d^pair, but learn 

From Philip's fall, how weak the tyrant's arts. 145 

For now, enrag'd to madness, when he saw 

A British queen, and Sidney's arm uprais'd 

To aid Batavia, two diiferent ways . 

His proud soul ponder'd, whether by open wi^r, 

To assail his foes, or else by covert guile, 150 

And treachery to compass his designs. 

Thus rapt in anxious thought the despot stood. 

Weighing how most to scourge the human race : 

Him, not unheeded, thus fraternal zeal 

Accosted; cursed pair, ready alike 155 

To blast man's full-grown virtues, or to nip 

The bud of freedom ere it rise to light ; 

*^ If e'^r thy royal cares fraternal love 

Hath sooth'd, if e'er thy heated mind been calm'd 

By him, whom equal hopes, and equal fears 160 

Have join'd in strictest union with thyself; 

Now pour thy buithen'd soul into that breast 

Which knows no will but thine; " Too much I fear 



147. Sidney^The accomplished sir Philip Sidney, of 
whom that celebrated anecdote is told. " After the battle 
of Zutphen, while he was l^'ing on the field mangled with 
wounds, a bottle of water was brouf!;ht him to relieve his 
thirst; but observing a soldier near him in a like miserable 
condition, he said ; * This matCs necessdty is still greater than 
mine;^ and resigned to him the bottle of water." Encyc, 
Britan, The story is somewhat differently told in Watkim's 
Biograph, Diet, 
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That Englaod's haiigbty moMrcbV traoipliiig down 

The laws of nations, dares to j<Mii her arms 166 

To those of onr proud foe ; rebeilion 

In Englaod'g monardi ^ds an advocate ; 

Bat thidk not Heayen looks on sncfa'misdls^' - 

Vfiih kind benignant aspect ; rather say ^ ■■■. 

It lowers in threatening stoms. Britain shaii me 

The dajr it joiiis in contiiiental war ; 171 

Already have my emissaries sown 

Rebellion's seed in Ireland, there 'twill quicken^ 

And rtpen into harvest ; we meanwhile, 

The royal license given, will succeed Ifb 

To D'Alva's agency, and thus perchance 

By weU-dtssemb led acts of courtesy 

Entrap our wary foe within that net 

From whence he ne'er escapes, for who, that asks 

Whether by guile, oir force, an enemy 180 

Succeed ; enough it is for us to know 

That William is our foe. My liege ! you have 

What I advise ; whatever else may suit ; 

The present circumstance, whether by war ' 

Maritime, or continental, to distress 1^ 

England's proud monarch, and to aid the caiise 

Of kings, and lawful government, befits 

Thy royal wisdom, and that depth of mind. 

Which Heaven indulgent grants the b^t of kings.'* 

Scarce had he ended, when with eagei^ haste^ 190 

Like the fond mother, who with open Urnis 

Receives her son retum'd from distant school, 

And knows not to desist, while from her eyes 
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Maternal lofe thick flaalMs; so the king 

With eafar haste iew to his brotiur's arms, 196 

And there in silent transport fixed hong, 

Until at length words thos found out theur waj f- ■■ 

<< Belo?^ of brothers! Best of snbject»! Friend, 

Dear as the light of day ! Qad Hearen bestoWd : 

One iiote like thee, not all EXioa's threals, SOO 

Nor William's vaunts could ruffle this proud fSouL 

But hence despair ! The braTe man knows; thee not. 

Thou art the coward^s refuge ; Spain and Philip 

Yield to no earthly power ;* for though his fc«s . 

Wbre countless as the sand^ that circle rotind 9Q5 

The torrid Libyans long.extended coast, 

PItilip would meet them ; h«ar then our resol?e ; 

Soon as the watchful Hours shall have remoT'd 

The clouds of darkness from the eastern sky, 

Haste thou to Holland, there assume our power 2IjO 

Supreme, without control ; 01 thee we place 

That confkience thy wisdom, and thy worth 

Justly deserve ; there wage or open war 

Against those hereticks, or else iasnare 

With co?ert guile, as to thy wisdom seems ; 216 

For holy church knows no commuuion 

Of yirtue, or ei faith with infidels. 

This shall proud England's hercsiarchal queen 

By snifeifng know, and dread agaid to raise 

Against the chosen s^raots of the Highest, 2^ 

Her heretick arm ; for this our private cause 

Will bethiB cause of God, and holy church* 

Already do I see my armamentl^ 
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^e8ft*4 by tiM^ pMs Fst&er^^ and pronoanc'd 
IiiTincible, tiiamphwit plougk the waves | 981^ 

Alfeady Spaia's proad Inniptis float on higli 
(y^r London's towers? ^ tJnre the holj crotfs 
Streams to thepasqing bro^e^ while father Thahiei 
Rowip bj'widiconsdoas gratitade, and halls 
The long-lost emblem. But enough of words^ 250 
We must proceed to deedf; you to your c^uMge^ ' 
I to the ho^ Fsaiiieir ; Mvhen agaip 
We mocity we^meet'lsiamphaal o'er>0iirifoc8." - 
He ended ; and tiie winds his Taants, and threats 
Bore to the vast Adm^dLi Gradoas Goi I fttSr 
How Uiiid k mafci ! How iDcom|iati4|»le f 

With reason, or with virtue, ^are his 4clsi^ 
He asks for irealHi ; gi'W Mm Pototi's mnes, . 
He aslu yet flitre. Sedks he dominion ? 
Grant him an empire, he is not content, 940 

But must be*de^ot A^u he^hajppiness^ 
Make him the happiest^ he Ustili the same a 

And would be h^ipier. Thus discontent 
HoTers w^- dusky wing o^er all his deeds* 
O gold ! Ooafsed gold! There is scaroe one, tMI 
OrTice^ or sin,, or crime, but springs, from thee. . 
Thou ai{t4iMi cause direct, ' or IndEirefct^ ' 
Of 4sTei^ eatibiy woe* *Tis mosl^^to thee^ 
That e*en our passions awe thelrhSdadatrong rage ; 
Man from hi» Makerts handi proceedod^f^ure, Ififi 
Thy glittering follies taaght him to^ lore wsong. i 
But haste, my>Mwe ! Spciad nssihy ttipiA cpnrfe 



i 
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To better timeS) when weafitb At last glibs j^b^x \ 1 
And yields to Tirtue her piiecedeabe just* , [ 

D'AWa recaird ; the haptpiy Ffenings saw, SiJ 

Or thought they saw, sobi6 respite firotn theb wae ; 
And thus one to another joyfu) apake ; * 
<^ Our woes at length will' oease; ; the lMfh|Hrotiii 

'' wMch - :; • '■ .: .. .'.i.-v- ^-.>f , ••• : ..; ; 

Who feasted on oarUeod, ishow Iweall^ <^:i.!' 
To meet the recompense of i all ihtsiiodmea;.! '.!; 9i0 
Our prinee in mercy heara hia/peOpMs*|irayfr8yi ; 
AndffOfn hia brother^ hdnd w« shlillreceite^i< . 
Oi<r ktw^ and pmilegk^ uAiiifairM ?'v ' < ■:■■,< 
Thus spake the people^ PooaiiihdfftBsighBtediiiieQlv H 
To think tfwtlKiflkd ly^anis! e'er- aeHuL . • -i ,W& 
Their impJAtts ^ndeattoORS^iVfiSBgiuteli. ;; t >f 
That which is next./tMr hearts^. {M»w'r ulieoii* 

• trol'd. >;■"•• r.; - :.i it : :,. I 

Place in the tyrant's balanoe/darluig {ioKer^* 
And in the othei^ scale, th^ pjCK^p^'s k>n0i 
ThU last shall kick theib^m, i^ ^i|bt m 4ilw v. 970 
When once 'the passives reason's seat.aisaite . 
M^ becimie brutes, tyrataitsare thtoefombruteSy^ • 
Nay, worse than brutes, for thata portioii'&left i 
Of reason, whichrthey wodiL to bad desiglv $ ^ .-(, 
For though tbeirsttddeaite th^.aoM>digest)i;/d76: 
Yet deep witUti thie rankling ?eB|peai^.lieS| > * 
Ajid must ^satiate. B^WiliMMiiflaw : ;; / 
Thefine-spanweb, nor didhetnot^rc^iet^ .; . 
The peoples bland infiiMato coaideotei 






BOOKIHi OR UBrafrr m»TORED. 97 

And tiius in wisdem's woi^ lie them addreM^d ;28D 
«< Think not, bvave FJemings! that thd* bmd are 

diang'd) 
Measures are chang'd ; by sad experience 
1 know the tyrants' arts ; ii^ out w ud form 
And falsehood perfeet sirens, and their tongues 
In suhdety that serpent's would eclipse 985 

Which once deorif 'd the fairest of mankind. 
Flemings ! beware ; before it be too late 
Beware of PhOip ; D'Alta is recaU'd, ^ 
But not yet punish^, and if >Wi]iiam.'s min4 
Deceiye hMEn not, I see, too plain I see 290 

Aadtiier D' Aira in this ty'raat John. 
While ye^ brare Flemings! dare demand your rights, 
Y6ur liberty of conscience, and your laws. 
So long tribunals streamfaig with your blood, 
So long will: murderous inquisitions, 996 

Call'd courts of jui^ce,'bkoish>from yon far 
All power of serving your oiwn God the way 
That God himsell hlUli taught you. Philip cN»s 
In liberty of cOnscitoce^ heresy ; 
FjOtti heresy ; and what with hereticks SQP 

Or compact, or communion can be kept^ 
But such as hungry tigers keep with lambs. 
Or rayenotts w^res with way-worn travellers ? 
Bimve Flemings ! now your arms are in your hand% 
Lay them not down. That people scarce deserve 



896. CaWd entrtt of /Msfictf,— See Salmon^ art. N^ker» 
Uinds,ii.l$6. 
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EftnibMplty of aaokiiid^ who Crtitt r : v. ;: a08 
Tite mao that irulAts not thelii* Yoilr violoiifls 
Have gain'd you some short respite from yoor woes; 
Do not betiraf yoarselres, and what ia short 
Shorten ^efciadre. Hope frovi the tjfanCB fean^ 
Bat aet ^ from. :hit love. Now While I apeak^ : 311 
Y^VLT treatieaiarcj iofriog'd, joar rights o'^rthKows; 
And at.iay breast the seoitl miml^iier^ kntfe 
Perchance is potnted^ Has my property 
Escap'd their htiitpy fangs ? Atnmpt myself ftlA 
Declar'di&traitar? Yes! my.icolalitEymeii ! ;: . 
And in such irealon WiUiam doel cejoic%.> r ': 
Such treason is yolir love*'' (Shouts of applafMo / 
III long: succession drownfd the hi^io> Toioe, 
While t^rs of feelidg warm'd his manly dieeksf>S^ 
At lenglkhe cthns;)^^FkMiBgs I I asi centont 
To die in freedom's caosci ; nor vnrefVDg'd 
Will bemy death ; for^lol Etiafl't aid^ 
And Britbh Tatoursoon will put to fli^ 
The hosti of armed slhTes whidi oii^er^wo n& 
Tour peacefifl dwellings, and those laws restoiTe 
And rights which Spain^s proud monarch hath io^ 

fring'd. 
Ton ha?einy bestadtlee, but once again - 
Beware of tyrants ; tr^st them as yow trust • 
The rocks of Scylla, or€horybdls» galth*" $30 
The hero spake ; and as the clustering bees 



SOT. YouirvMofiea jfc-^Tbe victory of Ghent pr^daeed a 
short-lWed peace. 
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Hang round tbelr ckitftain, to defend from harm. 
And grace with honour ; to the people throng*d 
Round their b^loTed priaee. They knew hii worth; 
They knew that where the penloos battie rag'd ZS6 
In fellest fury, there their priace was found ; 
They knew the rancour of his foes, how oft 
They plottisd 'gaiost his Ufe. That life, their guai^ 
And safety, now, ahis ! too presdeat. 
They sair, or seem'd to see, beneath thehaad 340 
(tf dark assassins gai^^iim^ in their cause, 
And moan'd their livhig hero as the dead. 
As wlioi the warriourfor the battle arm'd, 
Meets the chaste partner .of his heart who hokb 
Within hear snowy arms' kis infimt hope, 945 

And fain would stop his couis^ while love and fear 
Plead froin lier teai^^staia'd ^es ; his manly soul 
Tidding to nature's impake sooths lier cares 
With reason ▼ett'd in lofe; so WiUUun's heart 
Responsire to their fedings, felt for them. 3^ 

ShoiM the dadL machinations €i( his foes 
Succeed against hts life ; and where is fteej 
And open virtue safe against the Mack, 
And deep-designing cowardice of vice ? 
He saw no guilb to extricate them safe dM 

From out the dangerous corert where they lay, 
Exposed on erery side to hostile snares. 
Thus pottdering on tiieir state within his breast, 
Penslre the hero stood, at length thus spake ; 

S99. to0prt$€kmi,^JU wail aMasthuUed at DeUi, AJ>.Vm. 



^^ Nor thougbts, nor acts of gnidtude in me MO 
Shall e'er be wanting to reunite yoAr lovck. 
Yiour caHiie is mine, nor will the tjrant's arts . 
Prevail against yon, .while yon tiins adhere 
Each to the other ; 'tis dtssensiott ■. 
That gives todespots, and preaerees tlbeic power. 
i^ Diyide .teid govem,^ is their general rule ; , 300 
< Unite and coaqner,' Flenungs ! must heymra.^' . 
vThe Flemings heard, nor hearidgtdisobey'd^i 
O that maa^iadiia4.lilw^ja<tlpii».b6eii wke,. '. V 
Nor listened to the 10100 of eriLtDen^ - ; < . -^70 
Neglecting truth, and stiid wisdom!s iot^ r 
Forrblinkittg^ mok^yed pfajraseology I 
To pledge united faitk wais' now their. eare,^ . )ii; « 
^Hd , Utrecht's n^lls were: wUoess io, their pledge* . 
Thrice hjsppy, pledge, vwhidi: l^ue ^Bataviia'ssona 376 
The gi;^Uest.l)tlesifng. thai indulgent Heaven / 

Bestows . On ' mwii. Iheir liherties. and laws i.. 1 
But now. the: tyrant, ,ba£l(sd in iuA ai^s, ; 
Like somei'elt tigregss that bath lost^er ypung^ , 
Mad for revenge, spar*d not one deed of blofl4> 380 
Open, or covert^ to regain hip power, 
Or glut his vengeance ; and risligion, 
Too oft the tool of sani^iiQSMrj' nien, 
Blesseth his a^Qian»e*tS) apd them proclaioia :• 
Invincible, ^ut. Heaven's >a«reir^ eye 386 

Turns frciinbla^pMners, apd to, their pwii plots 

' -I 

3T4. And Utrecht* s tealb — Alluding to the union of the 
states at Utrecht, A. D. 1579. For the focts related in this 
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Leares them the Tictims^ while it wraps its friends 
In the fragrant clond of innocence^ and truth, 
Imperrious to the wicked. This too late 
Philip pereeir^d : not all his base attempts 390 

Against Eliza's life, nor poisonous herb. 
Nor steel of murderers, nor Popish bulls, 
Arailed aught ; and though his armaments 
Burthen'd the ocean, and had struck with fear 
The stoutest hearts, not arm'd in freedom's cause, 
Yet Britain's sons no sooner saw her foe, 396 

Than seen, and conquered baffled he return'd 
Back to his ports, with all his hideous wrecks. 
So much could freedom in the cause Of tnan. 



END or THS THIRB BOOK. 
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InyfCBtioii. X)rifin| of the Amerid^ war.: S^fh 0f lord 
North to the British Senate. The indignant and patriotick 
reply of the great Chathaaif^ who vindicates the came of 
America, and expresses hit horroor^ the employment of the 
Indians. Answer of lord North. Obedience of the House 
of CooMnons. 
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LIBERTY RESTORED. 
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O voR i^kt hesfenlf Muse, whicb^ when impkfr'd 

By thfe bledt roice of him, who cbmpasi^ stood 

With dangers, and in solitude inrolf 'd, 

And darkness, tsal^ him not,. but deign'd to qcAt 

Her hearenlj mansion here to dwell with him, 5 

To light his darkness with celestial ligh^ 

And make his solitude the abode of joy j 

But he on ev}\ days w^ fallen, &n days %' 

When Hatppden, Sidney, and a cloud 0f men 

Siiflfer'd for freedom and for Tirtne's sake. 10 

But thou, Urania I gay'^t him sweetest song 

To^ cheer hid moms and nights^ and make lyie dqrs 

Less eyii. O that thou again would'st deign 

To Tisit this sad realm, where wisdom's foice 

And truth, and virtue, by fierce terrour scar'd, 15 

15. bjfjierce Uirrwar fcar'i/^— -This wai writteo at a time 

when the country was almott deluged with spies and Infoim* 

^ersf when .sentiuM^nts of liberty, indigenous as they are» 

eoidd not beuttared without danger ; ,whea the Habeas C(»r- 

pus Act was suspended, and many TirtiinHW a^d wise men weve 
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And botaterouf rage, lia?e long heesk loli'd to rest ; 
Where to the natural ctIIs of the clime 
Wicked deaigoiog men barer ft^rles) placed, 
The dangerous quicksand, and the sunken rock ; 
Which when the innocent are wrecked upon, , 90 
They but rejoice. O steer mj fragil bark 
Amidat tlie^e perils, till I jreadi qbqq mono ^ 
The azure ocean, and the cloudless sky ! 
Alas! to o s een did Eiighind^s §iwy >set; 
The sun that rose to light Eliza's spirit 35 

To her blest mansion, charged with England's fate 
99Ud| f^oomj in ^^ west. Nor Bt^p^ mj HfiM I > 
To /iipgi^fflAe wf^etcbf^ time% when if pei<dismce 
Some star of freediip rose amid the dark^ 
'T|i^ likje the glean/ meteor of the night 30 



Ibt iliglit dfenecs either inunared in a pmoB, or traosportcd 
to distant clinieft ; Wliile otbers lipon cOnitructfve treasons 
were brosglit .tot tdal for 4teir live** aiid wiM)* acqvitte^lly 
a jury of their coantry ignominiously denomioated '* acquitted 
felons.'* But ^ t^e ref frn of terroar" fs past) k ift HM- nata- 

ml to qppi;.^iqi^, faa4^^f*^^v*f i^ "'By ^^ ^^ views of a df* 
q^otick administration in augmenting an already overloaded 
j^nal code *, -yti. ttltimaleiy it mast tend, as all acts of a §#- 
vemmentf whicli does not keep pace witli the Ulumination of 
the pec^k, necessarily do tend, to excite the inquiries of that 
pg s fie lato Ibe abase? of their gjif «rapMaif ai(li to dmuLfiAf 
with a voice that admits of no denial, a radioU reformation of 
them. '•■'•■■ 

1 ' , * . 

* Upon the fertile subject of crime? and punishments, I 
Would endeatour to impress ^m the minds of niy conatry- 
men this single fact, that by the good old common law tkirt 
mere &nhff9ur trime$ Uubk to bepumitked «iM distffft, aad cMs- 
pensation might e^n have been made far ttteie^ There ase 
aow two hundred if not mofe. See the speeek of ifar WiUiam 
Meredith, liay 13, 1717, ^ln#fi,^il. 180 1 and coiqpaie 
MNMMsy b. If ; €k*U 
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Hiat shMe airhii^ to dlia tlie eykof iwd, 
And leare tlM dark stSl dftffker« RaHier qiMd 
Thy miM fligfct to where Colnmliia'f goosj 
And Wasldi^n, itiid FramUini moo^i'd the toad 
To nnirerM f^edOttb O tiiiib tfirth S5 

Cbidd blot dial page of kistorj, whieh vecoidt 
Britain's most l^nl dNgirabe ; m^mh Britiali ^wiaiiii 
TVtere sheatii'd ki firiittih Mckid, to aid tlie4»aie 
Of rank Ofypressioel, and desfiotiek law I 
What thv» eoQld urge Britannia to revolt 40 

F#om her own pritieit^ 7 'T was GroM and BbwV^ 
Twin erils lorin'd to carse the hopte of mm* 
These first induced Nortl^ presvmptoons iool^ 
Who blindly Steeed the heltt of state, wMcbiSMa. 
Of wisdom, and of foresight can alone 46 

Giiide safely thro* the intrleate of tfafaiga ; 
These him iodae'd to try what ferpe afwi'd ■ - ■ > 
Against the sons of freedom, freedom's aonsy v 
Columbia's offspring, whd by^^Ftanklln taaght / 
Knew where to affix the boundary to pow'r, SO 
And say to kings ;>^ Thus far ye only go, \ , 
Beyond this point the people's rights b^gln^ ^ 

Rings J trespass not ;^' bnt North, proud miaislsprii 
Ambitious map, knew scarce tl^e name of rigbts 

4/B .pi'^Atmji^Mmfybd^---**!^^ itae tcllyoo/' (said lord Cbat- 
liani, a^n another occasion, Speaking of tiie mkiiften) **wk9^ 
^vertber were (1 don't care of wiiat cotiseqveilce) taey were 
either rools or knaves ^ if the latter^ they d^ienfed to be 
treated with the Jdst contempt of ai^ injured people; if the 
Ibnner, they oagfat to ha?e been sent to school before tbsy 
were soldered to take tbelcad In pobUc efteeh^XMriHyv^iaa, 
May 4, 1770. 



Mnch lew t» pt»Glii09 b«t Oe iia«u» pieTiib, JM^ 
And iKfUkfremUs} loiig;M man endilrwy -: . 

And shall Jiot tii^n ihe praetioe, wliicli to nan 
Makes etjBiy «artiilj bloifkig jdkHibJf U^ 
CUyes him to kileK!C.hi«,Mltker,,ai|d adope % ;: 
ThaiibkBr iiiJuf yrwlul iBi||tJhe(N»iliit^4kil^ JSO 
Teid.d«epl|F:hldlfraia/Jthe dkv^fljf^if.oC me^^ :.];].'! 
Oh&amt'^hj power {iad mrefmh ;« :f Oi HQW.eiiK^'^/ 
Like a spoilt chiUwbo tfLnn9t]lm9kt.c9Bl^\j 
With angry words hti.Brijl^fiist|iils uddreasr'^s }-.. : 
ff Ttot:pnoiiptob€di^ee| nndifiipiioi^.^e #9 df 
From snbyecla t» thdr ^ol^rs, ^ista^tin^l^i < 
Which tfitej) «loii0 JviU qoolroiTiBirt^ ,mh9^ fmbi I 
To^iiBiseMlioifcopi 'ajid>traApledo]Nrn r;i:,;. .^ ^ 
The laws and odnstiftation of the ^re^iw* ' i > < ; , 
For what:Qr nde, orjgioternin«jft(t€a4^Ja3t ; ,. .79 
Unless it'iaeet support :? * mni. what s^pQiHirt ,; 
Without .taKation l- iUaim* m^Aot ^Bidiir'd , . : ; 
All ttejsahiniitiis of iwfir? iacarr'd ; ) 



■»' ' ■' ■ ' . . ■ - « • ' ■ > '). .',' : ' .i fi 



65. Hvch lest to practise I — Loc^ chancellor Camden, Jan. 
9^ ITlOy '^lacciteeathe mfnisfry, if noiia ex^rob t^rmSf^yet 
by direct ^uiipliqatioB, of haTuiirfoniDfid a^conspinacy sMini^ 
the lijiierties of their country.^ And the marquis of Reck* 
iai^liaiK deciatrad the ti^im J#tf < so^enweat/ toiie»^ ^Ekai ,tks 
royal grerogiftine alone veas tuMeient to support government^ to 
whatever hands the admfnisetmon shonUt bf*kimmtlkbd.^ > JOe- 
krettj ▼. 149. 145. 

. 7 1 . Vnkss it meet sfippisri,t f^f^-^^ Nam neque qnies ^n- 
4taBi sine armift, neqne arma sine pittpen^us, neque stipendia 
«inetributis haberi q\ieui|t«" Seethejk6tt^\fipelrptfJvii'.'i6U 
where this pawageis quoted from Tacitiis.^^ Foir ihe.fa'incipal 
avtbority of thii speech dreader may consult the speech of 
Mr* GrenviUe, Jan. 14, 1766,^ De^re^^iv. 292; and the Prd-^ 
,^e§iy9mi and t^tpeeqhc^f .|tfr. JfnJ^inMu, i^ IT, 1779; < 
jiknorif ix. 65. , . . , , 
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Eipense enormoRS to defend, and guard 

These our rebeUious colonies ; which are 7b 



75. rebeUUmi eohnie» ; — Shakespeare has put tboe words 
into the mouth of Henry Vth ; ** We give express charge — 
that none of the French be upbraided, or abused in disdainful 
language ; for when lenity and cruelty play for a kingdom, 
the gentlest gamester is the soonest winner." Act 3, sc. 6. 
Even in a just cause, and a successful war, the using of op- 
probrious langttf^^e can only serve to aggravate and inflame 
the cruelty of the soldiery, and render final reconciliation 
more difficult ; and in an unsu^easful conflict it can excite 
no other feeling th^n contempt, and make the day of retri- 
bution more dreadful. It is in fact no proof of bravery, ge- 
nerally speaking indeed it is the reverse; for the weaker the 
opponent b in real strength, the more voluble is his tongue. 
It might suit the heated minds of a despotlck administration 
to exclaim, *' that treason and rebellion were properly and 
peculiarly the native growth of America $" (see Almon, vt. 
1 684 ; apd King*p speech, p. 5. )' but the uncoimpt virtue of a 
Camden, a Chatti^,^ Richmond,and a patriotick opposition^ 
could yet preserve untainted the.dignityof the British nation. 
Almon,n, 39. 61. *' They are rebels," said lord Chatham, 30th 
May 1777,** but what are they rebels for? Surely not forde- 
fendinjg their ^uoquestionable rights I ' What have these rebets 
4one heretofore ? I* remember when ihey raised four regi- 
ments on their own bottom, and took Looisburg firora the ve- 
teran trooips tff France. But their exeesses have l>eeit great. 
I do not flMan their pane^^ek ;' but must observe in attenua^ 
tion,<the emMieous and infetiiated counsels which have pre- 
vailed — the !dot>r to mevcy andjostice has been shut agaiMt 
them.'* Akuon^ vii. 93, Lwi»' Deb. The duke of Richmond 
having remarked, ^ that he did not think the people of Ame- 
rica ID rebellion, but merely resisting acts of the most unex- 
arapled cruelty and^ oppression;'* the £•. of Denbigh rose, and 
** openly contended, that those who defended rebellioB, werfc 
themselves little better ^hah rebels ; and that there was very 
UtUe difi^erence between the traitor, and he who openly or 
privately abetted treason.*' In reply to this he was told by 
. thr noble duke, ** that he was not to be intimidated or deterred 
from his doty by loud wofd8,and that he would not retract asin- 
gle iota be Imd uttered on this occasion.** I shall conclude this 
not^ withobservingtbat^etefm reM!r seems tobe very fashion- 
able, at a certain court ; for whether it be the struggles of the 
unfortunate Corsicans — of tlie wretched Caribbs — m the pa^- 
otick Americans— or the sofering Irl8li->they aro all rebeU^ 



As able to sustain their share of burthen 

As Britons are, but thaf they find from hence 

FaTour, and countenance from factious men ? 

Better by far lay down the reins, and cease 

To guide the state, than thus betray your trust, 80 

Than thus ifithout a contest yield your rights. 

When were ike colonies emancipate 

From British jurisdiction ? when were left 

To their own judgment of their rulers' acts? 

Such dangerous doctrine, if it meet support, 9§ 

Will like k pestilence spread fsir and wide *! 

Destruction to M gOTernments on earth. ^ 

Are thciy not children planted by our care, 

Nnrs^ in indulgence', and when now foil ^rown, 

Mid opulence a^d plenty, shall they gmdge 00 

** daring and Incorrigible reliels." Sdakam^ i. S58-9« 417. 
4SSs ii. S91«S. See above, b. t note 918;: and BMnoin of the 
■D. of Richmond; MotuMag. No. 163. 
. lB.jT9mfaeii9u» umii^— Lord I>«dley» Oct. 96, n7&/* cm- 
tended that the present rebellion in America Wat fomealedand 
mpported by a desperate fiution in this country $ tint none 
bat men of the worst dispotition8,«Ad most pemicions dedignt, 
WfMild encourage the ctaiuB of AineriGa« Ac/' Akmon^ ▼. S ; 
and 8«e the E. of Sandwich's speeeh^il^ p. 6w 

81. mUkoMi a xtmUtt^^ As they totally denied (mid loid 
North, 5 Mar. 17700 the power of Gneat Britain to tax them, 
It becaae miMreabsolntidy necessary to conipel tbe obserfance 
of the laws to Tindicate our nndonbled rights.*! Dehreti^ ▼. 
854. ** We nnist rkk son^Othing i if we do not, all Is oirer.*' 
▼ii. 9S1> 

. -88^ pkmied hf our carty — *^ And now will these Americans, 
4:hlldren planted by our care, nooriibed up by OnrindtoigonGe 
till tbey are grown to a degree of strength and opidence, and 
protected by onr arms, will they gradge to contribnte thetr 
mite to relieve us from the heaty weight of that bsirtben whidi 
we lie under?" See Banuai^ i. 57. 3441. King's speeeb, 26th 
Oct. 1775 ) yilmim, lii. 8;and ▼. 2i. M. 
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Their trifliag tribute to reliere oar waats ? ^ 

Te Britbk senators 1 I do iatreat 

Yonr patient hearing ; for yoar dignity^ 

Tour honour, your essential interests, 

Yoor coostttutioQ, all are now at stake. 95 

Touracts, yoar laws, your whole authority 

Is spumM; your merchants plander'd of their goods| 

Yonr ships are burnt; iind all your loyal subjects 

jlike felons 'treated ignorannious. 

Necessity impels you to defend 100 

Tour eanse and justice ; be ye resolute, 

Be firm, ;be vigoroiis, and to factious men 

Oppose defiant both abroad^ and here. 

Now is the time to uplift the arm of power, 

Xo show we are in earnest, and expect 105 

All dne obedience to our country's hiws. 



99. Likefihm^*^ And will thif cpiintry sit sUU,. when they 
see the colony proceeding against yoar own subjects, tarring 
and feathering your servantis; denying yoor laws andaotho- 
rity, &e.'^ ^ the Americans have tarted and f^athefM your 
sa^ectsy plundered your merchants, burnt yoar shipB« denied 
all obedience to your laws and. authority, &c" Lord North, 
Apr. 88, 1774; bekrett,v'iu2SJ0^l* Compare lord LyUeltoQ*8 
speech. May 80, 17T7$ ^(ffiim,¥it 199. 

104. JV^oto is ih€ tune—^ Now i? oar time (said lord North» 
lla}r<i.8d» 1774,) to stand out— to defy themr-^o proceed with 
firmness^ and without fear;-^that they would neve^ pefoim 
ui^il we take a measure of this iLind. Let this bili produce 
a coilTictioo to idl America, that we are now in earnest, and 

that we will proceed with firmness and vigour;": ** I ho|ie 

that we ereiy one feel, that it is the common cause of as all.—* 
The good of this act iq, that four or five frigates will do the 
business withoat any military force i — ^but if we exert oorselvet 
now with firmness and intrepidity, it is the bmnt^ likely they 
wiU submit to our authority." Dtkntt^ vii. 87. 8ee #« 
114.J83., - 
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Make this' a comnum cause, strike terrout rottnd, "I 
Punish the guilty and assert yOur rights.^ 
Scarce had the haughty mrnister surceas'd ^ , - 
His Tile attempt to make the worse appear llO 
The better ouise, and clothein anger's garb 
The pallid tremonrs of his heart; scarce cea^d 
Hb tools their Teaal plandits ; when uprose 
The patriofick Pitt, the god-like sire > • 

Of a degenerate son. H«n Britain lov'd r U& 
With filial love, and js^ratitdde ; him oft ' "^ 

His prince had .dilPd to guide die helm of stale^ . 
And with Britannia's gUwy .gird tilie world '; . . 
But thence as t^t had secret infikieoce, ; ' 



. * 



lis. The pallid iumduta^** It was observed that lord North 
trembled and f^jered at every word of bis motion.'* p^rett^ 
vii. 119. 

1 14r I%e patrioHck Pitt^ — ^*' A great and celebrated name \ 
a name that keeps the name of this country respecUible in 
ei«ry other on iht globe. It ihay be truly cahed ' ' ^ 

J . ^ ......... . clarum et.venerabile uomen 

Gentibus,; et multum nostras quod proderat urbi.^ , 

** Sir, the. venerable age of this great man, his merited rank^ 
his superior eloquence, his splendid qualities, his eminent ser- 
vices, the^ast space he fills in the eye of mankind ; and more 
than all the rest, his fait from power, which, like death, ca- 
nom^s'aA<A sanctifies a giieat' character, Will not suffer me to 
ctasure aiiy|>art of hii conduct, &c." See the very i;elebrated 
ipeeeh 6f Mr. B«rl^e,\A p. 19, 1774, Dt^ftttt^yW. 163-3. See 
the E. of Shelb^iWs opinfon of ^ the nerve of Great Britain,** 
\jihHon, Yi' eS'i the D. 6f Grafton's, vii. 100 ; Lord Gam<« 
d«n*8, x: 4S2; 'Lord'Lytteltnn's, 48S; and Mr. Olvnvllle's, vlii: 
366. 9ee LifB of lVti$hington,'u 492'^ 

119^. secret influence, 8;c, — ^Lord Chatham ** compteine^ 
«trong;lv of tike preat influence of the E. of Bute, which he 
affirmed «till (March 1770) continned, atad which had pre^ 
^F«nted there havfnf been any original minister since the. ac- 
cession of His present Majesty." ^ He spoke of the secret 
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That poisonous weed which in the shape of Bute 
Had Britain's eril Genius bestrewM . m 

Behind the throne, whose ddeterious taint 
Httth k>ng ^nraded Bi<itain'8 atmosphere, 
And numh*d{ the patriot's dforts; thence as oft- 
Had! thi6,tir^ail-d to counteract the .deed. - 125 
But now the) patriot! rose, whil^ frbm hise^BS^ :. o 
Flash'd f room's firev abd tiins his labouring breast 
i^Ur'd the fo^ toifrent of inipi^nou^ tnith ; . 
^^ Britons^ and Senators i long slajr yie yet 
Deserve those namles b^ ati thjs world peTer*di>> 190 
Long majr.ye l»e an honour to yohniehes,. 
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influence of an invisible power — of a favourite whose per- 
nicious counsels bad occasioned all the present unhappiness 
and disturbances in the nation, and who, notwithstanaingbe 
was abro^ was at this moment as potent as ever ; that he had 
ruined every plan for the public good, and betrayed every man 
who bad taken a responsible office; that there was no safety, 
nosecurity against his power and malignity ; that he himself 
had been duped, &c.'*-;-** A |oqg tr^in of such practice has 
at length unwillingly convinced ine, ifiat there is something be* 
hind the throm greater than the king himself, ^^ Debrett^ v. 173, 
174. See 191. S72. iv.^89* Colonel Barre is ^till stronger; he 
observed *' that it was the same case in the Admiralty as in 
every other part of government ; that there was a certain 
busy devil that thrusts its head into every department, and 
did the business for every offif.er of ^tate ; that we have a no- 
minal minister^ nominal secretaries of state^ nominal privy coun-' 
cilmen, whose names arc only used fqr responsibility ; that so 
despicable a junto who form the interior cabinet^ may, at the 
risque of others, worl( n^isc|iief in darkness and obscurity." 
J6. 450-1. The M. of J^ockiDgham*s sentiments upoi^ thif 
subject are given above, note 55, and in Almon^ vii. 70; and 
the reader may sec the duke of ManchesterV in ^/m^n, x, 
333-4 ; E. of £ffingham*8, 3l7 ; D. of Richmond's, ift. 357 ; 
and his memoirs quoted above at ver. 75 ; £. of SOelburne^s, 
ib, 46L ; and it 49 ; and the Great Frederic's, in Belsham, \U 
135. Compare ^«£arAam, L 91 2 ; ii. 113/ 
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But thence becomes ft duty. Better far 

To perish in a struggle for one's rights, liO 

Than live a life of ignominious ease ; 

If ease it may be callM, which doth depend 

Upon the nod of arbitrary power. 

What patriot breast the, struggles then can blame 

Of our colonial brethren ? They are men, 155 



this coantry ; I say, if act^Uke these can Yindicate resistance, 
the American^ cap quote them, and God and the world must 
ittdl^e between us. For my own part, I consider, with lord 
Somers, that ' treason against the constitution is the first 
species of that crime."* Almon^ i. 162. Sir 6. Saville ob- 
iefx^9 tbat^ if cebeUloo was resistance to government, he 
cavl4 pot consider all rebellions to be alike ; there must be 
sn^ a .thing, as. Justifiable ^rebellion— and submitted to the 
bouse, wbe&er a people taxed without their consent, and 
t^eir petitions against such taxation rejected; their charters 
taken away without hearing ; and an arm^f let loose upon 
them without a possibility of obtaining justice; whether a 
people under such circumstances could not be said to be in 
justifiable rebellion ?^* lb. 176. Upon the doctrine of re- 
sistance see lord. Camden, Altnoriy ii. 14. 83 ; v. 84 ; the ad- 
dress of the city of London, Ap. 10, 1775, td. p. 180 ; Tem- 
ple Luttreirs speech, ^Zmon, iii. S1*IS4. ** The Americans 
(said Mr. Fox) were more justifiable for resisting, than they 
WQuld have been had they submitted to the tyrannical ^cts of 
a British parliament — that when the question was, whether k 
people ought to submit to slavery, or aim at freedom by a spi- 
rited resistance,, the alternative which must strike every Eng' 
lishman was, the choice of the latter." Ib» 42. Gen. Conway 
upholds the same doctrine, iii. 148. So Mr. Sawbridge, 216-7 ; 
Alderman Bull, Almon^ viii.. 15 ; Mr. D. Hartley, t^. 124 ; 
Mr. Wilkes,. 136. See Lords' Protest, ^Zwon, v. 20 ; D. of 
Richmondf^^iion, V. 1.99; £. of Shelburne, v. 147 ; vii.33-4; 
Xrf^rds' Deb- See /6. 33; D. of Grafton, t^: 100-2. 

150. Tq perish in a struggle 8fc —"In my judgment, my lords, 
(said lord Chatham,) and 1 sp^ak it boldly, it were better for 
Englishjipt^n to perishjin a glorious contention for their rights, 
than topurphas^.aslavish tranquillity at the expense of a sin- 
gle iota of the constitution." Debretty v. 1^ 



Are BritQBi)'aBd thef glorj la 4® name: 
Respect their atAcdjr firistcr; His jour own. 
What thof it ]>e ebpiilfeiit j 'tis the boiliitg 
Of a ridi Tigorotts. bloods Were;the||r sadead 
To haman fedingSj as to b0w their necks 100 

Without ^ jBttnuttr to the jrjoke of paver ;. . 
They wouU become fit in^tromeBts to sene 



^ 
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156. Jhi BrUem, fy:,^^^ /Fbcy had iMit only a respect, but 
an affection for Gceat Britain, for its laws, Us eustoms and 
manners, and even a fondhess for it» fashions, that grieatly 
increased the commerce. Natives of England were always 
treated with particular regard i to be. an Old-England man 
was; of' itself, a character of some respect, and gave a kind 
of rank ^on^ ns,'" Dr. Franklin^s Examination, Debretfy 
iv. 32ff." .'* They may be flattered (said col. Barr6) into 
'any thing, but they are too much ' like yourselves to be 
driven. Have some indulgence for your own Fikcness ; re- 
spect their sturdy English virtue; retract your odious exer- 
tions of authority, and remember that — the first step towards 
making them contribute to your wants, is to reconcile them 
to your government." Dehretty vii. 1 19. 

*' They were proud of the land of their ancestors,and gloried 
in their descent firom Englishmen." Life of Washington^ if. 
98. Seethe speech of lonJ John Cavendish, Oct. 31, 1776, 
Atmon^ vi. 10 5 and lord Chatham, May SO, 1777, Almon, vil. 
96. " They have no other idea Of this country than as theft* 
home ; they have no other word by which to express it." Gov, 
Pownall, Debrett,v, 314. ' 

168. What tho* it be ebullient ,•— Lord Chatham '* owned hfe 
natural partiality to America, and was inclined to make al- 
lowance even for their excesses. That they ought to be 
treated with tenderness ; for in his sense they were ebulli- 
tions of liberty, which broke out upion the skin, and were a 
sign, if not of perfect health, at least o# a vigorous constitu- 
tion, and must not be driven in too suddenly, lest they shoul^ 
strike to the heart." Dcftrc^/, V. 128. ^ 

162. JU instruments 5^c. — ^ I rejoice (^aid lord Chatham) 
that America has resisted. Three millions of people, so d^ad 
to all the feelings of liberty, as voluntarily to submit to be 
'slaves, would have been fit Instruments to make slaves of the 
rest.*' Dehrett^ iv. 294. See v. 130. Compare Dunning^ 
speech, AhMtn^ i. 135 ; lord J. Cavendish, iii. 149-150 ; lord 
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The purpose of oppression o'er onnelTeSk 
But it is ask'd, When were the Colonies 
Emancipated ?-^When were they enslav'd ? ' ld5 
Both God and Nature gav^ thein freedom's rights^ 
And God and Nature will those rights defoid. 
Their wise forefathers left tfadr nati^ie soil 
To flee from persecution ; will th^r sons 
Forget their fathers' virtues ? Rather hope 170 
The sun will cease to shine ; or AIImob'b roicks : 
Sink in the foaming deep. It has been said 



Sbelburne, Abnon^ vii. S6; tords* Deb. col. Barr^, U* 90 s 
lord Camden, X. 33-4. See Belthant, \i,20A. 

164. When were the colonies emdndpatedf— ''^. The f;eBi\e- 
man (Mr. GrenvUle); asks, When were the colonies Emanci- 
pated ? But I desire to know when they were made slaves." 
Lord Chatham, Debrett, iv. 295. Compare 292 { and Be^ham^ 
ii. 98. 

168. Their toite forefathers fife.—'* The forefathers of the 
Americans did not leave their native country, and sul\i€ct 
themselves to every danger and distress, to be reduced to a 
state of slavery, &c." Lord Camden, Debrett, iv. 367. ^' If we 
take a transient view of those motives which induced the an- 
cestors of our feilow-subjects in America, to leave their na- 
tive country to encounter the innumerable difficulties of the 
unexplored regions of the w^tern world, our astonishment 
at the present oonduct of their descendants will naturally 
subside. There was no corner of the world into which men 
of their free and enterprising spirit would not fly with ala- 
crity, rather than submit to the slavish and tyrannical princi- 
ples which prevailed at that period in their native country. 
And we shall wonder, my lords, if the descendants of such 
illustrious characters s})urn, with contempt, the hand of un- 
constitutional power, that would snatch fi^om them such dear- 
bought privileges as they novf contend for." ^c. Lord Chat« 
ham. May 27, 1774, Debrett^Wi. 10-1. 
; 172. It has been said fife. — See above, ver. 88, to which 
col. Barr^ replied ; '* They planted by your care I No, your 
oppressions . planted them in America. They fled from 
tyranny to a then uncultivated and inhospitable country. — — 
They nourished up by your indulgence I They grew by your 
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That thej are diildreni^Uiiited bj your care, 
In your indulgence nurs'd, and by your arms 
Protected. They I they planted by your ca^e ! 175 
They by your arms protected ! They indulged ! 
If rank oppression be indulgence caird, 
Indulgent was their parent, and their nurse 
A kind protectress of the self-same race, 
That in her quarrels spills her children's blood 1 80 
And now would fleece them of the hard-earn'd fruits 
Of long laborious toil. Ye have no right ; 

neg^lect of them.— They pretected by your arms ! They 
have nobly taken up arms in your defence." Ramsay, i. 57. 
See FrankUn's fVorks, i. 360; ^ Intended Vindication ;*' and 
goT. PownalVs speech. May, 1770, Debrttt, v. 315. 

182. Ye have no right ?— " It is my opinion, (said lord. 
Chatham,) that this kingdom has no right to lay a tax upon the 
Colonies, &c." — ^* The commons of America, represented in 
their several assemblies, have ever been in possession of the 
ezercfee of this, their constitntional right, of giving and grant* 
ing their own money. They would luive been slaves if they 
had not enjoyed it." DehrttU iv. 290, 291 ; See vii. IS ; Al* 
mon, ii. 14-5 ; x. 12. 

** My position is this — I repeat it — I will maintain'it to my 
last hour — taxation and representation are inseparable ;--th is 
position is founded on the laws of nature ; it is more, it \% 
itself an eternal law of nature ; for whatever is a man's own« 
Is absolutely his own ; no man hath a right to take it from 
him without his consent, either expressed by himself or repre- 
sentative ; whoever attempts to do it, attempts an injury ; 
whoever does it, commits a robbery; faie throws down, and 
destroys the distinction between liberty and slavery. Taxa- 
tion and representation are (5oeval with, and essential to this 
constitution. I wish the maxim of Machiavel was followed, 
that of examining a constitution, at certain periods, accord- 
ing to its first principles ; this would correct abases and sup- 
ply defects. I wish the times would bear it, and that men's 
minds were cool enough to enter upon such a task, and that 
tlie representative authority of this kingdom was more equally 
settled." &c. &c. Lord Camden, Z)e6re/^, iv. 365 ; Ahnon, ii. 
13-4. Compare gov. Pownall's speech, Feb. 8, 1769, v. 61 r * 
and Mr. Fox's, May 2, 1174, vii. 2i3; marquis of Granby's, 

9% 
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Yes ! I f^p^ ye linre 99 legpl rigl^t 

To tax your colonies* Tq gtTe »i4 ^i^^ < ^ 

What is his pwn, belongs to frf^born fnaipLj 18f 

It is the slare whi9 holds no proper(j 

But at a master's nod. Of thU great ^ruili 

Tour blustering ipinisters seem s^ns^le I 

They tax, i^nd untax, then tiiey t^ix agaii?^ 

As if the huuuui feeliAgs were th^r sport* . 1^ 

And yet they talk of dignity, thatd^;ty, 

Almotij i. 418 ; sergeant Adaif*s, Abnon, iit. Q5-6 $ Mr. D. 
Hartley's, 845 $ Mr. Temple Luttrell's, vi 24 ; Mr. Wilkes's, 
iii. 8 ; Mr, Burke's, Debrettj vii. 135. 

188. JTour blustering mimsters /gfc. — ^** Preposterously, you 
began with violence ; and before terrors could have any efr 
feet, either good or bad, your ministers immediately begged 
pardon ; and promised tluit repeal to the obstinate Ameri- 
cans, which they had refused in an easy, good-natured, com- 
plying British parliament. Your ministerial directors blus- 
tered like tragick tyrants here; and then went mumping with, 
afiore leg in America, canting, and whining, and complain- 
ing of faction." Burke, DebrUt^ vii. \m. See 131. 134. 
141-2. 16T; ^/mon, iv. 125. 

** l^he whole of your political conduct (said lord Chatham) 
has been one continued series of weakness, temerity, de- 
spotisni. Ignorance, futility, negligence, blundering, and the 
iliost notorious servility, incapacity, and corruption." 41^ 
mofi) ii*29. See Ramsay, i, 88. 

191. Andyetlhei/ talk afdignUy^ — ^^ So that now, (said Mr. 
Burke, Mfiy 9, 1770,) not only dignity, but government aiid 
power are all brought to nought. Every instrument is gone ; 
t)iere is neither civil nor military. The malignity of your 
will is abhorred ; the debility of your power is contemned, 
vfhich ever has been, and is now the case of a government unthoui 
wisdom." Dcftrert, V. 331, " You are therefore at this mo- 
n^ent in the awkward situation of fighting for a phantom ; 
a quiddity ; a thing that wants not only a substance, but even 
a name ; for a thing, which is neither abstract right, nor pro- 
fitable enjoyment. They tell you, sir, that your dignity is 
tied to it. I know not how it happens, but this dignity of yours 
ts a terrible incundirance to you ; for it has of late been ever at 
taar with your interest, your equity, and every idea of your policy. 
Shew the thing you contend for to p^ reasoq ; shew it ij^ bf ^ 



/' 
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diice tbe prbtid boast of tiiitoiiis, noW contemn'd ; 

But stop their mad career ; conc^te 

Yoar hkjfir'd brethren ere ft be too late ; 

Resiof^ their r^hts atd hsws ; atid they will fljr 195 

To meet n^hh open arms jrbur proffer'd lote. 

fiat should yon still persist, and fondly hope 

By your sirp^riour fbrce to over.awe 

Their British spirit, despair, and liberty g 

eommpn sesse ; shew it to be tbe means of attaining some 
usefiil end ; and then I am content to allow it what dignity 
3fou plfEjase, But what dignity is derived from the perseve- 
rance in absurdity, is more tnan ever I could discern.'* vii* 
135. Of the variegated nature of this dignity, and its politi- 
cal consequence, the reader may see some specimens in Bel* 
4hamj i. 423 ; viii. 397. 

193. condUate Sfc. — ^* Adopt some lenient measures, which 
ihay Idre them to their duty ; proceed like a kind and affec- 
tionate parent over a child whom he tenderly loves ; and, in- 
stead of those harsh and severe proceedings, pass an amnesty 
on all their youthful errors ; clasp them once more in your fond 
and iiffectionate arms ; and I will venture to affirm you will 
find ihem children worthy of their sire.'* Chatham, Debrett^ 
vii. 13. See Almon, ii. 6-7. 

199. despair J and Hberttf'—^^ Let us not, sir, drive them to 
despair; the despair of a brave people always turns to 
courage : that courage once exerted, God knows what may 
be the end of it." Mr. N. Calvert, Debrett, iv. 299. " The 
people of America are husbandmen — are unaccustomed to 
arms ; — ^yet if you attempt to force taxes against the spi- 
rit of the people there, you will find, when perhaps it is too 
late, that they are of a spirit which will resist all force ; 
which will grow stronger by being forced ; will prove supe- 
rior to all force, and ever has been unconquerable : they are 
of a spirit to abide, nay, to court, persecution ; and if — 
they should once take it into their heads that they are under 
a state of persecution, that spirit of enthusiasm which is of 
their temper, and of their very nature, will arise, and every 
mischievous consequence, in every extreme, will accompany 
it." Gov. Pownall, JDebrett, v. 50. " The Americans (ex- 
claims lord Chatham, Jan. 20, 1775,) hve liberty better than 
life." Almon^ ii. 8. They are the genuine descendants of a 
noble ancestry ; and I heartily coincide in the patriotick wish 
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Will to theiir cause noite tbeir potent aid^ 200 

And soon an anned natiion will a^rise 

To spurn your feeble efforts. Should si^ccess^ r 

Which patient Hearen aTcrt, attend your causei 

And should Columbia fall bene^^h the rod , 

Of iron power, like Sampson will she fall, 205 

And crush with her our , best and dc;ar^^ rights,. 

Ye have what I advise, but much I fear 

How little 'twill a?ail ; a modesty y 



of the nobl^lord, ** that the young gentlemen of our ttmc 
would imitate them.'* Compare Belsham^ ii. $2. 

203. Which patient Heaven averts — ** It is with pleasure 
(said gov. Johnstone) 1 perceive the force of this country,' 
when wielded in such a cause, is totally inadequate.*' Al^ 
moil, iii. 26. And sir Jos. Mawbey, addr^ing himsejf; Mar. 
12, 1776, to lord Howe and gen, Burgoyne^ after giving tes* 
timony to their personal worth, *' expressed his astonishmenf 
that such men would be concerned fn so infamous and dtabo* 
lical a business ; and owned^ that however he might esteem 
them as men, he wished that they might not succeed; but 
that the cause of justice, humanity, freedom and the constl« 
tution^ might prevail." lb, 408. 

'* One hope, sir, (said Mr. T. Luttrell,) I will however 
itiU entertain^ and whlcli 1 am neither aft'ald, nor ashaneA 
to avow ; it is, that the Americans mav prove successful in 
the maintainance of thehr just rights.'^ 76. iii. 243-4. lo 
the same spirit Mr. Wilkes, jUmon, vi. 17. 

205. Hke Sampson — *^ In such a can^je, your success would 
be hazardous. America, if she fell, would fall like the 
strong man. She would embraee the pilliars of the state, 
and pull down the constitution along with her." Lord Chat- 
ham, Debretty iv. 297. 

208. a modesty — "• The gentleman must not wonder he was 
not contradicted, when, as the minister, he asserted the right 
of parliament to tax America. I know not how it is, but 
there is a modesty in this house, which does not chuse to con- 
tradict a minister. Even your chair, sir, looks too often to- 
wards St. James's. I wish gentlemen would get the better 
of this modesty. If they do not, perhaps the coUective body 
jnay begin to abate of its respect for the representatiye.. 
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That fears to ghre oience, I kndk not how, ' 
Has crept withia these walls : O ! that, at kist, 210 
You wottld foe wise, and reverence yoarselres t 
The British minister dionld beihe Toice 
Of Britain's Commons, and the Commons be 

Lord Bacoii had told m«, that a great question would not 
fail of being agitated at one time or another." lb, S9d. 

S 18. The Britiah minister should he ^%— ** The word minister, 
my lords, has been very mvith misnnderstood of late. It has 
a British, and a* French signification. In the British sense, 
my lords, it signifies a servant pf the parliament, a servant 

of the people, as well as of the crown, The French sense 

of the word minister, my lords, maitre de palais, is onie who 
act& in place of the king, one who is accountable ta none bat 
the kingj let him be guilty of never so many miscarriages or 
mismanajgeaieDts. t am sbrry to see it, but we seem df late' 
to have adopted this last sense of the word. Ministers of 
Great Britain seem to be as absolute as they are in' Frai^ce : 
l^t, my lords, I hope your lordships will assert the dignity 
of this house, &c." D. of Argyle, Tbnhtrland^ vi. 229. It 
was this dignity that emboldened lord Chatham to tell the 
council, that ** he was called into the ministry by the voice of 
the people, and to them held himself answerable for his con- 
duct" Enyc, Brit ^ arU Put, 

218. and the Commons be Sfc, — ** Whoever understends the 
theory of the English consftution, and will compare it With 
the fact, nsHtsi see at onee how widely tHey diifer. We must 
reconcile them to each other, if we wish to save the li- 
berties of this country^ We must reduce our political 
practice as nearly as possible to our political principles. 
The consitution intended that there should he b. permanent ra- 
laHon between the constituent and representative body of the peo- 
ple. Will any man aflirm that, as the house of commons is no# 
formed, that relation is in every degree preserved ? My lords, 

it is not preserved; it is destrdyed." '^ The corruption 

of the people is the great original cause of the discontents of 
the people themselves, of the enterprises of the crown, and 
the notorious decay of the internal vigour of the constitution. 
For tbis great evil, some immediate remedy must be provided ^ 
and I confess, Iny lords, I did hope, that his majesty's servants 
would not have suffered so many years of peace to elapse, 
without paying some attention to an object, which ought to 
engage and interest us all. I flattered m}'8elf I should see 
same barriers thrown up in defence of the constitution, sojot 



The Toic^ of Bfitatn's^bple ) Ik iUe wkat 
Of thb hbfmotoiou^ fittioB) thai p^rcAatlce ^U 
Hath datta^d tfaiB modest fear'to ghre ofiasb^? 
Eren our liberty of f^peiich' Is tew 

impediment formed to stop the rapid progress of cormptioo. 
X^deu^t not weaU agi^e tbsvt somethifig must be doBe»^ ' ■ 
'* The |)oroughs of (fait eountry have properly eawigk lieea 
ciiUed the rotten parts of the constitatio.n. I bave Kved in 
(^mwall,aBd without catering into an invidious pitr.tiCttlari- 

ty, iMiTe seen enough to jystify the appeUatioB."^ ^^f It it nol 

la the little dependent boroughs, it is in the great c^ties^ and 
counties, that the strength and Tigmir of the conMitation r^ 
sideft, andJby theraalone^ if an uajtaappy. question dhouM ei&t 
arise, will the constitution be honestly and firmly defeiMied, 
I would increase thaTstrengthy because I think it i8 t-he cfnly 
security we have against the profligacy of the^Hie8,[the cor* 
raption of the people^ and the ambitioat ^f the cr#wo." 
Lord Ghathaa^, Jan. S^, 1770, Debrat^v* 154-d; see Hl^^ 
177. 3d5« S89. In another debate^ . this indignaat statesmaa, 
and independent Briton, speaking of the boroughs, ex^ 
claims ; ** A borough, which perhaps no man ever saw i this 
is what-is called, tlie rotten part of the cottstitutieii^;.il cafH 
not ofrUinue a centuTjf f if it do$f nt>t drop^ it nm^^ ht ampw 
tated," Jan. 14, 1766; Dedreff, iv, S91,/' I shadl grant (said; 
lord Garteret, in 174(^) tiiot » perfect harmony between 
Hii^and parliament, has always hitherto given weight to th^ 
king's counsels abroad} but from whence, did t^is proceed I 
It proceeded from tlkeparliameniBp^nkiug the kmguag4 of tht 
people ; for if ever a parliament, by eorruption, or ether 
means, should begin iQt,Mpt(tk thek^mg^ag€ of nUmsterSj with<- 
Qut regard to the sentiments of the peorple, a good faamoay 
between king and parliament, will tben have no authority at 
home, and consequently can have no more effect abroad, 
than a good harmony between the king and his miaistem, t 
was going to say his footmen ^ fof a miai^ter t^iat is haled by 
the people, is in a more precarious situation, and must to 
more dependant, than any of the king's footmen*^' 'lW^«r* 
landy vii. 4T2. " The distinguishing, and, sole sign of a* peo- 
ple's being free, is that of their being gi»verned by tiiosis tews^ 
and those men they approve of.'* See the earl .of Halifax's 
^peech,t^.523f duke of Argyle's,677. 

217. Our hierty of speech 8f€* — ^''Gentlemen, sir^ have 
been charged with giving birth tp sedition in America. They 
have spoken their septimei^ with ffeedofa ag^ii^ this unt 
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Impated sis a criste ; hat such a crime, 

And sach an imputation shall not turn 

Me from my purpose, tho^ Vta stigmatized 220 

With faetidii attid s^^n. For .who speaks 

Or writes, or acts in tiiii^ that are corrupt, 

AxkA h&^H not ratnk abuse, had better (%ase 

To ad, or write, or speak;; since what he dOeiK 

Reaches not home, and 'tis the hearts of men, ^$ 

Conscious of ill, that prompts them to reticle 

The works of uprightness, and patriot worth. 

In such bad times abuse is virtue's meed, ' 

For slower are the good to give applause 

Than are the bad to censure. 'Tis our right, 230 

It h our bounden dotj to declare 

The soul's free sentiments, and him who robs 

Man df his rights, tho' arm'd with triple stedl, 

Avenging justice soon will overtake, 

And burl him headlong from his towering height. 

Britons ! once more ere the blest ^time be past, 236 



happy act, and that freedom has been their crime. Sorry I 
am to bear the liberty of speech in this house, imputed as a 
crime. But the imputation shall not discofkrage me. It is a 
liberty I mean to exercise. No gentleman ought icf be afraid 
to e'zercise it. It is a liberty by which the gentleman who 
calumniates it might have profited. He ought to have profited. 
He ought to have desisted from his project." Ld. Chatham, 
Jhbrett, iv. 294; so also Mh Burke, Almon^ iii. 170; and 
lord Camden, v. 98 ; Mr. Fox, ix. 212. Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
** in explicit terms stigmatized those who were of an opposite 
opinion, as a set of people pervaded with the spirit of fac'> 
tion." Almotiy viii. 2. And colonel Luttrell expressed his 
^ abhorrence of principles which led men to support rebellion 
— He could not remain silent, when he saw a set of men com- 
bined tiwether to betray their country — ^abettors of treason 
and rebellioD, &c." lb* 3\1*S. See BeMumif i» 9^. pete. 

v5 
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Restore Columbia to her rights, aod laws ; 

Yoar country too restore to happiness* 

But ere I close there is one subject moroi 

Which lain I would not notice to your ears^ 240 

But that indignant justice nrges onw 

Metiiought I beard, would that I were deceiv'd I 

That neither Heaven, nor Nature, hath forbid 

To use the Indian scaLpings-*Gracious God ! 

That thou should'st sit upon thy mercy-seat, 84ft 

Nor bare thy arm to yengeance ! Who is he 

That, to the eyils of this murderous war^ 

Dares authorize, and league with British arma 

The horrid scalping-knife and tomahawk 

Of Savages ? What being civilized 250 

Would claim alliance with brutality ? 

Curse on such odious stains oa Britain's sons I 

949. Methought I heard^ $c. The earf of Suffolk, secretary 
of state, hai more than once vindicated the employment of 
Indians in the American wfir ; " For my part/' said his lord- 
ship, 18th Nov. HTT, *'- whetiier fbreif^ners or Indians, which 
the noble lord hu described by the appellation of sava^s, I 
shall ever think it justifiable to exert every means in our 
power to repel the attempts of our rebellions subjects. I am 
clearly of opinion that we are fully justified in using every 
means which God and Nature has put into our hands.*' jil" 
mony X. 25 ; and again p. 48, in almost the same words ; and 
compare p. 8S ; and loM Dnnmore declared,** that he hearti- 
ly wished more Indians were employed ; that they were by 
no means a cruel people ; that they never exercised the scalp- 
ing-knife, or were guilty of a barbarity, but by way ofstrildng 
terror into their enemies, and by that means putting an end to the 
fitrther effusion of blood" lb, 100; so attorney-general Thur- 
low, viii. 50; ftnd lord North, vili. 360. These sentiments 
roused the whole indignation of the British Chatham, and he 
gave vent to hto feelings in that burst of eloquence, which the 
poet has endeavoured to put into metre. See the speech in 
BeUhanCs Hist. G, III. ii. 327~3S3 ; and Ufe of Washing- 
tonf Hi. 317-9; and Abnony x. 10. 47-8. 74. Compare Mn. 
Bnrke's speech upon this nibjeot, Almon^ viii. 348—350 
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Where are those principles that dignify 

The British soldier ? Where that pomp, and pride, 

That^circnmstance of glorious war, which makes 25d 

Ambition virtue ? Where, O Senators ! 

That n<^le seo^e of honour ?: Can this sense 

Consist with plunder, and a murderer^s views ? 

As Christian^ and as human kind forbear - 

This horrible barbarity : the mind ^60 

Of man at such arowal stands aghast* 

What ! Call it principle to use the means 

That God, and Nature put into our hands I 

Can God, and Nature sanction massacre ? 

Can God, and Nature claim affinity U5 

With torture, murder, scalps, and tomahawks ? * 

Ye sacred Priests ! whose pure unsullied hands 

Abstain from human blood; who teach mankind 

To trace the foot-steps of their heavenly guide. 

And mercy love with justice ; yindlcate 270 

The laws, and doctrines of insulted Heaven. 

Ye ermin'd Judges !> interpose the rights 

Of nature, and of man ; Defend, support 

The justice of your country from this spot, 

This stain most horrible. Ye Senators ! 275 

Who Honour's, and who Virtue's laws obey ! 

Revere your dignity, and imitate 

The bright exemplar of your noble sires. 

And thou blest Genius of our favour'd isle ! 

I here invoke thy aid to vindicate 280* 

The nation's character. Should this foul deed, 

This worse than Popish cruelty pollute 

The British name, and annals^ Spain herself 
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In barbarous itihnmah^y^ tmd fpk^t 

Wili boast na looger litrpiii^emiii«ace« til 

She lods'd her blooduhoandM 'gdmt the inetcliedt 

sons 
Of scorditsg Menck ; we more vuthiieiB fat 
Arm eren hdUhviiiids 'gaknt our emtntrymeHy 
Oar countrfmen vvto stMd eildttuf'd to oe 
By erery tye that binds kamanUy/ tOO 

Weak as I am, and now adviaoc'd ia yeafis, 
My duty attd ray eonselencse bade me i^nt 
My deep abhotresee of such eatml de«dffr 
Once more then, BfitKms ! ere it be toio late 
Conciliate your brethren ; let the bslsei ^d 

And Tiler paesionis of tbe hamaii mind 
Be parg'd, and ciesns'd awi^ ; let gratitude 
Foi their past serriees be appennost 
In all yavLT hesrts ; and may that liberty, 
Which HeaTen'^ first charter ratified to man, dOO 
Spread like tbe scriptural irine its sheltering leares, • 

996. And vikr passions S^c, — •* Will you punish them for tUe 
madness yon have occafiioned ? Rather let prudence aid 
temper come first from this side. I will undertake for America 
that she will follow the example. There are two lines in a 
ballad of Prior's, of a man's behaviour to his wife, so appli- 
cable to you and your Colonies, that I cannot help repeating 
them: ' , . 

*< * Be to her faults a little blind : 
Be to her virtues very .kind.* " 

Lord Chatham^ aa. 1166, Bekrett^ iv^ 397. See above V^r« 
193. ^ Mercy cannot do harm ; it will seat the king where 
he ooght to 1>I, thfoneid on the hearts of his people ; and mil- 
lions at home and abroad, now employed in obloquy or re- 
volt, would pray for him." AJmon^ vii. 95. 119-120. See the 
duke of Grafton's speech, tft. 102-S. 

801. Ukt the scriptural vine — Lord Chatham declared, (9th 
Jan. 1770,) '^ that liberty was a plant that deserved to be che- 
rished ; that lie loved the tfce, and wished well to evei^ 
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And shed etoni^ blesi^gB on inanldftd'l^ 

Th^ {Mtriot ended ; 5nt the tak» oi tmOk 

Had lort^lts mfliieiicd ; for ihete premil^d 

A bidden polrer^ whidi, like a MIgmaa, 96i 

Lock'd up Aid kiMleetaai i^eme^ atu(caa»'d 

To see with other eyes, aiid hear with o<^r e&fs. 

It is this poMr'r^ b^ Whidi the presdent mhid 

Of wisdom's soa foretidhr th6 fan 6f states 

Wfth ddttam angary ; ii is this powet 810 

Which, lilie^fie enormous goitre on the neck 

Of Alpine peasant, pfe^s npon th^ state, 

Grows wkh its growth, and dies but witl^ its death* 

Nathless the dpplandlng silence which ensued 

The patriot's Toice, spake more than loudest wo^ 

How arduous, and how long the contest is, 3lt 

branch of it. fhat like the vine in the Scripture, it had spread 
from east towest, bad embraced whole nations with its branchei^ 
and sheltered them under its leayetf. Tha^ the Americans had 
purchased their liberty at a dear rate> since they had quitted 
their native country, and gone in search of freedom to a.d^ 
sert." Deirett, v. 129, 

305. a hidden polbef, S^d-^Aftet the (b^Uhtdi^ tootibb df 
Mr. Dunning, Apr. 6th, 1780, '' that the influence of tlse 
crown had increased, was increasing, and ought to be dimi- 
nished ;" afCerthe {^rophetick exclamation of lord Chathatti, 
May 1771," that our whole constitution is giving way f'* after 
the solemn dieclaralion of Mr. Fox, April 1777, *' that coi*- 
ruption and patronage had- overspread the land^—that the 
kin|;*s name was frequently prostituted by his ministers — ^and 
that majorities were fouAd to support the worst measures With 
as much alacrity as the best ;" and yet no eflicient amendment 
either in church or state being likely to take place, (and ihi» 
too at a time when the crash of kingdoms is resounding on 
all sides) the reflecting mind can only ponder in silence upou 
ihe inevitable consequences of things, and perhaps iii iorrow 
exclaim, 

* Venit summa dies, et ineltic^tabile tempus 
DardanisB.* 
See Behham^ iii. 25—7 ; Almon^ vii* 1 19. 
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'Twixt conscience and corruption ; 'tis thii contest^ 

Which gracious Heaven ordain'd jto be our guard 

Against encroaching crime, and 'twill at last 

Preserve the human race ; for art requires ■■ ,- 3^ 

Incessant care and trouble, oft jrepteiir'd, 

To gain its purposes, but nature ^aclts 

With pure simpllcitj, and perfect easey 

Wants no renewal for 't is etet new ; 

'T is as the orb of daj, which, tho' obscur'd 32&> 

By passing shadows, blazes forth agaig. 

And from the contrast dazzles jet the more; 

This North perceiv'd, and feaif ul of the event, 

For tho' he knew his power, he also knew 

Hpw popular the cause of freedom was 330 

To every British bosom, dius aloud 

Instant the silence brake ; ^^ O Senators I 

Under the specious name of liberty 

Have faction and sedition ta'en their stand ; 

The press now teems with such licentiousness 33$ 

.That it is time some measure be devis'd 

To stop the growing evil. You are told 

In piompous eloquence, that should you dare 

To raise the arm of power against the sons 

Of freedom, your weak efforts will redound 340 

To your disgrace, and ruin. What is this 

But faction's very voice ? And what but this 

S35. Thepressnow teems S^c.—^' The liberty of the press," 
said lord North, an. 1774, *' had got to such a height, that some 
measure must be thought on, &c." Debrett^ vii. 31. See also 
the recommendation in the King's speech, Noy. 15th, 1763. 
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Hath caas'd those evils that we now deplore ? 

But be je not dismayed ; let oo such fear 

Enter your breasts ; the force that is required 345 

To bring back these rebellious ix>loBies 

To their obedience, is so triTial 

It scarce desenr^ your notice ; guilt alone 

Will meet its punishment, the innocent, 

And loyal to your cause will join th^r aid. 350 

343. Hath caused those evila — ** The seditious spirit of the 
colonies owes it»-birth to the factions in this house — we were 
told we trod on tender ground ; we were bid to expect disobe* 
4ience. What was this but telling; the Americans to stand oul 
against the law, to encourage their obstinacy with the expec- 
tation of support from hence ?" Mr. GrenviUe, an. 1776» He- 
brett^ iv. 892-3. 

345. The force that is required Sfc—^^ The good of this act 
is, that four or five frigates will do the business without any mi- 
litary force." Lord North, an. 1774, Debretty vii. 88 ; see 
uilmony i. 483. Even colonel Barrd seems to have been led 
astray upon this subject. '* I have not a doubt,'* says he» 
^' but a very suiall part of our strength will, at any time, 
overpower them." lb. 94. And general Grant declared, ^ that 
he had served in America, that he -knew the Americans vety 
weU^ajad was^certain they would not fight; they would never dare 
to face an EngUsh army^ and that they did not possess any of 
tl^ qualifications necessary to make a good soldier." Almon^ 
i. 1&. (so said Mr. Rigby, 421.) In another place the gene* 
ral affirmed, ** that at the head of five icegimentft of infantry, 
he would undertake to traverse the whole country, and drive 
the inhabitants from one end of the continent to the other.'* 
I4fe offTashingtonj ii. 237. See the notes; and Belshamj it. 
liO^l. ^rd Sandwich was inspired with the sadie Mardo- 
iiian knowledge and contempt. Belsham^ ii. 91. 

348. OuUt alone— 'EarX Gower, president of the council, 
contended that, ^ in consequence of lord Howe^s proclama- 
tion, great numbers had flocked to the British standard ^ 
numbers were daily coming in ; and without doubt, there 
were a great many loyal persons in all the different parts of 
America, Who only waited for an opportunity of claiming 
the protection of the British arms. In fact, the majority o€ 
tl|e very rebels wished to shake off the yoke they so severely 
felt ; they were heartily tired of their new masters; andihav- 
ing tasted the difference between British liberty and Ameri. 



Withdiiir 9^ HhtiA fmr doiifidettcd f roin mti 
y Who haye S6 long enjoj^i it nxifeptoteh% 
Btti thiak fcttft hofioar, iMid yoar hiter^stii 
Loudly commawd yot to uphold your rt^hta/' 
Thus spake the ministry, Itild <;Oiifideiice 3§i 

With woiiPted eouip]ai6a»ce bbiey'd Mg( tdiee. 
But confidence i^ a Jiaifasiticl: ^iiAtf 
It Seldom filsCetts oft the yif tttous^ hteakt^ 

esM tyrantiy, they would gladly refurn to fbdr aTt^^iance, in 
%9A€t to participate of those blessings enjoyed by the rest of the 
subjects of the British gotetmrient.** jihfton, Vif. 99. Trnly, 
^ risy ^ood lord, you se^m to have forgotten thaft this was the 

rety object they wei'e coA tending for. 

"The r*st Of the ctfionies," said lord Nofth;^* #in not takd 
fire at the proper punishment inflicted on those who have dig** 
Obeyed' ybura«hority." Debrett^ vTi. 68. 

36S; y^ttr hdfioiir, aUd your interestsh-** The coilsfttufional 
aothori^ Of this kingdom over its coFonies* mti^t be vindicated,' 
ind ii» laws obeyed thronghont the whole empire. It is not 
«mly it» digiiify anfd reputation, but its power, riay Its vtry 
existente depends upon the present Aioihent.'* £. of Ihlrt- 
tai&^ih, Almon, i. 39. The earl of Sandwidi, <* as an Englith- 
nmn, 1^ & iVi^nd to his country, could not endiirethe thought 
(of reconciliation u^on the grovmd of independence)^ he 
-^roiild n^vef eonsent to subscribe to a doctrine, so derogatory 
to the honoAr, sO disgraceful to- the character, and so destrtfc<^ 
tive^ to the interests of the country. He would redign every 
thiAg sooner than accede fo it.*' Almon^ vii. 15-6. 

857. But confidence ^c. — ^ I love to be explicit, I cannot 
give them my confidence ; pardon me, gentlemen, bowing to 
the ministry, confidence, is a plant of slow growth ti^im aged 
boM«& : yOttth is the season of credulity ; by comparing events 
with each otbei'^ reasoning from effects to causes, liietbinks I 
flftfBlydfecover the traces ofan over- ruling influence." Chat- 
ham, Debrett, iv. 289. 

; The *' pliable disposition" of the house of (Commons wal 
complained of by various statesmen. See speeches of lord 
John Cavendish, and Mr. Fox, AMon, vi. 50. 54. The duke 
of Richmond ^* boldly affirmed that government was Carried 
on solely through the means of bribery and corruption ; that 
alt test of public conduct was laid aside, which depended npt)it 
freedom of thouglit, or freedom of 'acting. The indiscrimi' 
naiei suppott jDiAisters received, to Whatever measares they 



Bat on the unsowttd trtnlL it takdt ^ieep^ rooi 
Thus HMTeti lor uriaest purpose deprit'd 360 

The British Sedate of ite isteUeeli ; 
And caus'd them to appnihre thfe wbnt adrice. 
And him foisake irha oafaneU'd thioa the befl^ 
But now thdy icrbwMl'tqBadirdna 'gaa'to leafv 
Their hostile ]p«r^ and or^ oekau^ wki^ 3tt 
Plough their eventful way, fraught with disgrace. 
And ruin to ttietnselyes, but to mankind 

thodgbt proper to propoier thovgl^ ever so minoiiriaiid dcftrae*. 
tive, famished daily proofs of 'H-^ — tm6 mfCluii^ biM tlM pcfv; 
tonal virtue t>f tlie 80i>ereiga pnTented tJlll eoMMry fc^m a 
total, ^osfof lfl>ert5r.'^ udMnioii^ y'li^iS^. X, J6-7i Thf did» of 
Cjlraftoii codtended **tbat parliameDt was led blindfolded; 
they assented to every thing minbters proposed ; they reposed 
an unlimited confidence in their assurances &c.'* lb. 17. and 
X. 28, Lord Shelbume condemns in the strongest terms '* the 
shameful subserviency of parliament.*' See AWnon^ z. S91-2. 
And in another place he declares '' that before this country^ 
or its constitution is recovered, that corrupt house mmt he new 
modelled. It is at present (an. 1778) the source of all cor* 
ruptions and misfortunes ; and if all other means should fail,fA« 
people will probably rise^ and drag their corrupt and venal reprc' 
eentiUivee from their eeatsJ*'' lb, x. 392. Soon after he calls 
them ** the servile followers of the minister ; ready to obey 
every mandate he thinks proper to issueii totally immersed in 
the deepest and dirtiest WAys of coitiipCion, and lost to every 
sense of their own duty, and constitutional importance in the 
state." 394. Let us hope for the salLe of humanity that his^ 
lordship did not find them quite so bad when he had the ho- 
nour of holding the reins of state. See also sir G. Saville's 
speech, Almon^ iii. 251. Mr. Fox says, *' that the confidence 
of the nation is placed in their representatives ; and if those 
to whom they had given their confidence, should transfer that 
confidence to the minister, they were betrayed not represent- 
ed." See Belehamj iv. 406, and 380-1. wl^re Mr. Sheridan 
** totally abjures the doctrine of confidence in ministers.'* 

300. Thus Heaven $c*— ** And Absalom and all the men of 
Israel said ; The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than 
the counsel of Ahithophel. For the Lord had appointed ia 
defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, to the ii)tent that the 
Lord might bring evil upon Absalom." 2 SaoL xvii. 14» 
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Destin'd the erternal mandalie to fuiik 

Oh Britaio! Oh my Couittry ! when will gold, 

And slippery eloqneDce, and fraudfol arts 370 

Cease to hegaile thy too obseqnioas ear ? 

Must misery teach thee wisdom ? Misery 

Will soon' arrive, and thm at length be tanght 

The best of lessons by the wbrst of n^atis. 374 

378. Must misery £fc.— *' That the spirit of the people," 
said gov. Johnstone, ** shoold so long ht deceived b^ their 
arts and management is to me astonishing. I shall wait pa^ 
tientbf s&me fiirther iMUmtity^ for no reaioning on the certain 
progress of things in a^^rowing- empire can affect their narrow 
ndmds:* Jtknon^ ill 2S. '* The truth Is,*' says WashHigton, 
** the people must feel before they will ^ee/* Life of fV. v* 9S. 



ENQ or THE fOURTH BOOK. 



WASHINGTON, 

OR 

LIBERTY RESTORED. 

BOOK V. 



i 



ARGUMENT* or tHE fWtU BQOK. 



Washiiigion. Cbl^bi|t*s address to her sons, f'ranklin's 
speech, inciting the Americans to defend their right* and 
liberties against the efforts of {he British Ministry. Wash- 
ington appointed commanderin cbtef« Hb speech upon that 
occasion. JeflTerson. Landing of the British. OfHen* Bat- 
tle of Bunker's HUI. Death of General Warren. 



WASHINGTON, 



OR 



f . 



LIBERTY RESTORED. 



IVIeanwhile had Fame with huge expanded wings^ 

Spread o'er the Tast Atlantic!^, wide diffused, 

The bitter tale of woe, that Britain's sons, 

Forgetting British virtue, had uprear'd 

The blood-stain'd standard of despotick power. 5 

Columbia heard the sound ; but heard unaw'd j 

Rous'd by that deep internal sense of right, 

Which Heaven hath planted in the human breast 

To shield it from oppression, her free soul 

Spurn'd all the hostile threats ; she knew that God 

Never designed man to be a slave ; 11 

She knew that freedom's heaven.clad columns rose 

Up to the fountain of eternal light. 

While its firm base immoveable was fix'd 

In earth's adamantine centre. Were her sons 15 

But true unto them$elves, not all the powers 

Of all the leagued potentates on earth 

Could aught avail against them ; 't was not force, 

But art, intrigue and cunning that she fcar'd ; 
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These are the weapons that to guard against 30 

Requires untainted virtue) and to these 

To oppose the firmest bulwark was her care. 

Among her numerous progeny was one, 

So far pre-eminent above the rest, 

In ail those qual^ies of mind, which grace 25 

Superiouir station, that Columbia saw 

In him that bulwark, which her fondest hopes 

Had scarce expected. In his godlike front 

Prudence, and valour had so deep ingrav'd 

Each her respective attribute, that each 30 

Did seem to strive for mastery ; at his birth 

Wisdom, and Virtue did preside, and nam'd 

In happiest hour their offspring, Washington. 

As when fond Ilium saw her favour'd chief, 

Arm'd for the battle, down her spacious streets 3S 

March like a God, her bulwark and her joy ; 

So joy'd Columbia, when she saw her son 

Pant to defend his country from her foe. 

And now she hastened to convene her sons 

To aid her great design ; and took her stand 40 

On Bunker's summit ; whence she caird so loud, 

That all the solid continent, from where 

The northern zone wrapt in eternal ice 

Laughs at the solar beam, to that fam*d clime 

Where Mammon hath embosom'd all his stores, 45 

And pours his golden curses on mankind— 

Thro* all this vast expanse her solemn voice 

Re-echo'd ; *' Sons and Warriours ! Ye who long 

Look'd up to Britain as another parent ; 
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Who sparVl no effoi^ts to dibfiedd her cause ' 50 
From foreign fOes, I a,jAd in that, cause to shed 
Your dearest blood ; now learn what recompoise 
Proud Britain deigns return ; your rights are spum'dy 
Your laws, and constitution, all cootemnM ; 
And now the ocean groans beai^th the weight 55 
Of her thiroffg'd squadrpiis, coiue^ no ionge^ friends 
But bitterest foesi, iO'theck f«ii^ freedom's Toice, 
And place the yojce of sUrei^ on your niiecks» 
My Sons! Bi^t ye will i teach the haughty foe 
To know himself, and learn how: d*re the ta^ 
To trample down the laws off Giod, and man. 61 
Haste then, con?ene to council^ and elect 
^orae chief for prudenoe» and for valour fam*d, 
Mfho in the senate, or the fieTd, may best 
Consult your interest, and your rights d^end." 65 
She spake ; and they to council instant went. 
As when the ocean's hollow waves uprear 
Their foamy tops, swoln by the boisterous north ; 
The winding shores with all their rocks and caves, 
Lash'd by the billowy horrour,. back rebound 70 
The long hoarse beljowings; but when Heayen's 
spirit 



61. r# trample dmen 6fc. — ^*' The Americans," said Mr. For, 
Oct. 1776, ^ bad done no more ttian'the English had done 
Afftinst Jamed the Second. When Jame^ went out of the 
kingdom, the English declared the throne to be abdicated, 
and chose another king. When the late severe laws were 
passed against the Americans, they were (hrnwn into anar- 
chy ; tbey declared we had abdicated the government, and 
therefore they were at liberty to choose a government for 
tbemeeWes*" Abnon^^U i4» 
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fireathes ks ambrosial odours o*>er the dM}^ 
The sildnA waves scarce ruffled^ hardly ^ve 
The solfjr beam to plaj its dazzly sport; 
3o when Colombia urg'd fair freedom's soiw 7h 
In coui^oilto convene, the earth around 
6roan?d uBdemeath thar f^etj and all 4^ air 
Maddened in tnnult. But when Franklin rosej ' 
At yrhaae right hand sat Wisdom clothM in fight. 
And ceand whos^ head a blaze d Tiyid flame 8Q 
Plaj'd harmless, mote attention, stUl as night, 
Held fill the listening throng, and thus he spake; 
^^ Colufflbiats oflfspriog I Ye who wont to boast 
Of British blood, that uncontamlnate 
Flow.ld through your swelling veinsi, now boast no 
more; 85 

Britain is sold to gold ; the wealth of Ind, 



86. the wealth of Ind, £fc. — ^*' For some years past/* said 
locd Ch^han^, Jan. 1770, ** thcce . has. been an influix of 
wealth into this country, which has been attended with many 
fatal eonsequeneet^ because U has not been the regular j natural 
produce,, of labour afid industry* The riches of Asia hav.e beet 
pGiured in upon As, and have brought with them not onljf 
i4$ui^c luJfur^, buty I fear J Anatic principles of gwernmanL 
TVithout connections^ without any natural interest in the wi7, 
the importers of foreign gold^ have forced their way into par' 
liamenty by such a torrent ofjprivate corruption, as no private 
hereditary fortune could resist.*^ Debrett, v. 153-4 ; see also 
u.,3f 6, jvhf re his lordship s^ieaks of the detf'staiuMi in whkh 
be.hol^^ '* the lofty Asiatic plundi^rers of Leaden4ia|Jl^ti9e9t^' 
Even lord North complaim.pf the "officers QfMie<lQpq»paii^it 
who* for want of proper lawsit 4i?pl>eyfd their mailers, and 
therebyr (ts suddenly tts ejcqrbittmtly^ increased tll^eir ^wn fir. 
nances; a conduct which miglit hazard the less of. thosis do^ 
minions to this kingdom; might rutn/^e c»untr^^ 994 make 
the English hated by the people 9ver wh^m, they tyrannited. 
Jan. 1172. \Dc*re«, vi. 158. . ,. 
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Wealth not the produce of industrious toil, 

But the effect of wide-extended power, 

Ha4 poui?d upon her such a sweeping deluge 

Of luxury, and corruption, that unless IK) 

There be applied some speedy remedy, 

The state itself must fall beneath its weight. 

'Tis this corruption which hath OTerspread 

The British senate with its noisome fumes, 

And hatii soublinded the intellectual sense 95 

That they no longer see with reason's eye, 



Of a similar opinion to lord Chatham was sir G. Saville, 
id.256; Mr. BurreU, Jd. 288. See sir Will. Meredith's opinion, 
Jd. 483--4; the attorney-general Thurlow's, 509, 510; col. 
Burgoyne's, Debrett, vii. 57 . The prodigious corruption, and 
the destnictiYe influence upon the borough system, that have 
almost overwhelmed the nation from this unnatural influx of 
Indian wealth, are admirably portrayed by the earl of Shel- 
bume, April 1777, AlmoUy vii. 86, 87. See Belsham^ i. 228, 
note ; 401; vlii. 129; Almon^yi. 187. 201. 

Well might Mr. Burke prophesy, an. 1773, ** that this 
country will have reason to curse the Indies;^"* Debrett^ vi. 479. 
It has cursed them ; it does curse them ; they have been the 
cause, direct or indirect, of changing the British character : 
instead of the sturdy oak, we see too frequently the bending 
willow ; instead of that firm and steady upholder of the best 
principles of the British constitution, we find the victim of 
luxury and the suppliant tool of power ; where are we now 
to search for the old Eikglisb country gentleman, him who 
had ^* a natural interest in the soil,*' a feeling indigenous to 
bis country ? He has been driven by Asiatick luxury, and 
Asiatick taxation from his house and home, he has sought 
for refuge in towns and cities, he has been forced to let the 
domains of his ancestors, where his name had been revered 
for generations, to purse-proud Begums and time-serving 
Nabobs. And what has the coimtry gained by this exchange ? 
Taxes and luxury. What has it lost, and is daily losing ? 
Its rights, its liberties, and its feelings. 

96. no longer see S^c, — Mr. Burke *' compared the house of 
commons to a dead senseless mass, which had neither &en,%«.^ 

G 
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Nor hear the Toice of truth, but madly dteer 

The yessel of the state upoa the rocks 

Of ci?il war. What base ingratitude 

E({r all the treasures that ye haye consam*d, 100 

For all the blood that ye ha?e shed for them, 

And for their interests I When did ye refuse 

Freely to grant, eyen beyond your power, 

Your contributions to defend their trade ? 

This all their merchants know, and feel the truth, 



soul, or activity, but as it derived them from the miDister." 
udf/mon,i. 14. 

" The Americans," said lord Shelbnme, Oct. 1775, "judge 
from facts. They have seen an uniform lurking spirit of 
despotism pervading every administration. It has prevailed 
over the vt^isest, and most constitutional counsels; it has pre- 
cipitated us into the most pernicious of all wars ; a war with 
our brothers, our friends, and our fellow-subjects." Abnon, v. 
19. 

100-— 4. for all the treasures 8fc,— ^See Dr. Franklin's Exa- 
mination, an. 1766, Dehrett, iv. 326. 339, &c., and SOS, &c; 
Life of Washington^ ii. 109; Almon,'\, US. 248. 377—381. 
See causes of American discontents ; and letter concerning 
the gratitude of America, Franklin's Works, i. 231. 246, and 
p. 362; liamsai/, i. 63-4. 165-6. 169. 

On the 22d Jan. 1756, His Majesty sent the following mes- 
sage to the house of commons; ^* His Majesty being sensible 
of the zeal and vigour with which his faithful subjects, of 
certain colonies in North America, have exerted themselves 
in defence of His Majesty's just rights and possessions, re- 
commends it to this house to take the same into their consi- 
deration, and to enable His Majesty to give them such assist-^ 
ance, as may be a proper reward and encouragement." De- 
brett, iii. 263. 268-9. 432 ; iv. 134. 

106. and feel the truth, 5fc. — See the petition of the London 
merchants, and from various other towns, in 1766; Dehrett, 
iv. 319—^22; and 1776, ^&»on,i. 104. 169. Lord Chat- 
bam estimated the profits to Great Britain from its American 
trade, at two millions a year. lb. 295. *^ You have not a 
loom, nor an anvil, (said col. Barr^,) but what is stamped 
with America ; it is the main prop of your trade." lb, vii. 94. 
Mr. Burke *^ compared the situation of America in 1774, to a 
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And justice of yoar cause. Whence then the need 106 
To force your treasures from your willing breasts ; 
Unless it be to uphold the worst design, 
The most despotick of all principles, 



funeral ; trade and commerce were pall-hearers ; the mer- 
chants and traders chief moarnerB; the West Indian and 
African merchants closed the procession." Almoriy i. 6. See 
X. 379. 

107. To force vourtreaturesSfc — Dr. Franklin, in that ce- 
lebrated tract, (which is said to have excited such hatred in 
a certain breast,) caXledf Rules for redwing a great Empire to 
a tmali one, has thus written; viii. ** If when you are 
engaged in war, your colonic should Tie in liberal aids 
of men and money against the common «nemy, upon your 
simple requisition, and give far beyond their abilities — reflect 
that a penny taken from them by your power, is more honour- 
able to you thaq a pound presented by their benevolence ; 
desjpise therefore their voluntary grants^ and resolve to harass 
them with novel taxes. They will probably complain to 
your parliament that they are taxed by a body in which they 
have no representative, and that this is contrary to common 
right. They will petition for redress. Let the parliament 
flout their daims, reject their petitions, refuse even to suffer 
the reading of them, and treat the petitions with the utmost 
contempt-— —Nothing can have a better effect in producing 
the alienation proposed ; for, though many can forgive in- 
juries, none ever forgave contempt.*' Franklin's Works j i. 
346-7. See JSe^fAom, ii. 55. 

109. The most despotick ^c. — ^" The idea of a virtual repre- 
sentation of America in this house, is the most contemptible 
idea that ever entered into the head of a man— it does not 
deserve a serious refutation. The commdns of America, re- 
presented in their several assemblies, have ever been in pos- 
session of the exercise of this, their constitutional right, of 
giving and granting their own money. They would have been 
slaves if they had not enjoyed it.** Lord Chatham, Debretty iv. 
S9I. See lb, 309. 318-9; and lord Camden's speech, quoted 
before, 364 ; gov. Pownall's, 493 ; lord Shelbunie's, AlmoUy 
▼. 66. See Albany papers, Franklin* s fVorkSj i. 180, &c. ; 
and p. 249. American Declaration of Rights, Life of W, 
ii.21«,&c. ; US. 115. 136. 840. This complaint is of very 
old standing. See Xt/e o/ fT.i. 223-4. 305. 340-1. 

The humility of the ministers in 1178, compared with their 
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To tax where is no representatWe ? 110 

Hare they redressed one giieTance ? Haye they not 
Pass'd their despotick laws to drag us hence 
By force, and violence to be condemn'd 



former arrogance, is an instmctive proof of the necessity that 
wisdom should preside o^ier the affairs of a great kingdom. See 
Beishamy ii. 363-4. , . 

111. Have they redressed fife. — " To the petition which Mr. 
Penn delivered into the hands of the earl of Dartmouth on the 
1st pf Sept 1775, he was, after a short interval, informed 
that * no anstoer would be given /' " Bebham, ii. 152. ** How 
did we treat America (said lord Chatham) ? Petitions reject- 
ed; complaints unanswered; dutiful representations treated 
with contempt ; an attempt to establish despotism on the ruins 
of constitutional liberty ; measures to enforce taxation by the 
point of the sword." Almon^x.lG, See Life of W, ii. 273, 
note; 472-3^ Ramsay^ i. 141. 346. 

112. lavDS to drag us hence — i.e. by reviving the obsolete 
statute of theS5th of Hen. VIII. '* But to include, by a 
forced and preposterous construction, the colonies of Morth 
America in the scope of this statute was certainly a most 
unparalleled perversion of law and justice.*' Belsham^ ii. 12. 
See also the Act for the impartial administration of justice in 
Massachusetts Bay, lb, 54. Compare Ramsay, i. 107-8. 
Life of W. ii. 159. 170, note ; 195. 

The celebrated " Prussian Edict,'* written by Dr. Franklin 
in ridicule of these laws, concludes in these words — ^*' And 
all persons in the said island are hereby cautioned not to op- 
pose in any wise the execution of this our edict, or any part 
thereof, such opposition being high treason ; of which all 
who are suspected shall be transported in fetters from Britain 
to Prussia, there to be tried and executed according to the 
Prussian law. 

Such is our pleasure." 

Franklin's Works^S, 321. See 314. 352-3; DebrttVs Deb. v. 
21-2. 54-5. 67. Mr. Burke mentioned "with horror, the 
idea of tearing a man from his family and friends the other 
side the Atlantic, and tearing his heart out in Smithtield, styl- 
ing ii the heart of a traitor, because he would not believe in — 
virtual representation, and because he would not believe that 
America — was part of the manor of Greenwich.'* Almon^ i. 
168 ; ii.82; lord Camden's speech; and vii. 114, Lords* Deb* 
where is an abstract of American sufferings. Soviii. 140. 
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At foreign courts by juriel prejudiced? 
Surely the go?era'd cao themseWes best judge, 116 
That which is best, because they feel their ills, 
And feeliag kno^v the appropriate remedy. 
Where ha?e they shown their mercy ? Where re- 

fus'd, 
With more than Indian barbarity, 
To Tote a famine to their kindred blood ? 1^0 

And yet they offer pardon ; pardon whom ? 



115. can themselves best judge, ^c. — "That the people im. 
the colonies, who are to feel the immediate mischiefs of in- 
Tasion and conquest by an enemy, in the loss of their estates, 
lives, and liberties, are likely to be better judges of the 
quantity of forces necessary to be raised and maintained ; 
forts to be built and supported ; and of their own abilities to 
bear the expense; than the parliament of England at so 
great a distance.'' Albany papers, Franklin's Works,i, 122-3. 
^ Those that feel can best judge/' Dr. Franklin in his Ex- 
amination, Debrettj iv. 330. 

'*^ There is no great reason (said lord Talbot) to imagine 
that those who choose a form of government for themselves, 
will be mistaken in their choice.*' DehretCs Deb, i* 194-5. See 
iv. 494. 309. 

118. Where have they shown their mercy f Sfc. — By the bUl to 
restrain- the fishery of New England, Mr. Burke said, **you 
sentence to famine at least 300,000 people in two provinces." 
Almony i. 297. See 293. 303 ; the Protest of the Lords, ii. 
99—102 ; iii. 242 ; Mr. Fox's speech, v. 93 ; lord Camden's j 
and X. 30-1. 

121. And yet they offer pardon; — Lord Camden considered 
the commission given to lord and sir William Howe, for 
granting pardons to the Americans, as " an insult on their 
understanding." Almon^Yiu 117, Lords, And Dr. Franklin, 
in his answer to lord Howe, July 30, 1776, writes thus ; ** Di- 
recting pardons to be offered to the colonies, who are tbe» 
very parties injured ; expresses indeed that opinion of our 
ignorance, baseness, and insensibility, which your unin- 
formed and proud nation has long been pleased to entertain 
of us ; but it can have no other effect, than that of increasing 
our resentments. It is impossible we should think of submission 
to a government, that has, with the most wanton barbarity 
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Men need no pardon in flicir country's cause. 
Shall then an isle, a speck upon the world. 



and cruelty, bnrnt our defenceless towns in the midst of whi- 
ter ; excited the savas^es to massacre our peaceful farmers ; 
and our slaves to murder their masters; and is even now brinj^- 
ing foreign mercenaries to deluge our settlements with blood/* 
FrankUfCs fVorkn, i. 370. General Washington, in his reply 
to adjutant-general Peterson, said, " that by what bad tran- 
spired, their (the commissioners) powers extended merely 
to the granting of pardons ; that those who had been guilty 
of no fault, wanted no pardon; and that they were only de- 
fending what they deemed their indisputable rights.*' BeU 
shanty ii. 950-1. See the duke of Manchester's speech, Almon^ 
T. 264-5. 

123. an isle, a gpeck ^c— " If yon look on the map of the 
globe, and view Great Britain and North America, and com- 
pare the extent of both ; if you consider the soil, the har- 
bours, rivers, climate, and increasing population of the lat- 
ter; nothing but the most obstinate blindness and partiality, 
can prevail on any man to entertain a serious opinion, that 
such a country will long continue under subjection to this.'' 
E. of Coventry, Almon, v. 184. "A war, (said the duke of 
Manchester) carried on against a part of our fellow-subjects, 
whose numbers, at least, equal a fifth of the whole, and who 
in extent of country so far exceeds the size of Britain, that 
the comparison of her is but as a speck in the disk of the 
sun." JJ. 258. See ii. 40-1. ** It is impossible, (said lord 
Camden,) that this petty island can continue in dependence 
that mighty continent, increasing daily in numbers, and 
strength." ii. 85. See iii. 246. ' 

But Mr. Hartley has set this subject in the clearest point of 
view ; ** Whatever superintending power or controul a parent- 
state may be entitled to, in the infancy of any colony, as for 
the common good of any such colony in its infancy ; yet the 
ultimate end of all colonization is, and ought to be, to esta- 
blish kindred and drrivative communities into perfect socie- 
ties, in the fullness of population, settlement, prosperity, and 

power. These colonies, under the auspicious a^nd friendly 

eye of the parent-state, have at length out-grown the imbe- 
ciirty of their infant-state, and approach to the maturity of 
settlement and population, and all the arts of life, and there- 
by are become capable of that glorious inheritance of per- 
fect freedom, which their pKirent-state has in former times 
rescued out of the hands of tyrants, with a view to assert it 
for the common good and use of mankind, and particularly 
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6i?e laws and taxes to a continent ? 

Insular habits have so pall'd their sense, 1^ 

That, like some South-sea islets, they nor see, 

Nor know beyond their narrow horizon. 

But think not that the nation joins their cause ; 

No ! They with Chatham, Saville, Rockingham, 

And the chosen list of patriots firmly knit, 130 

Boldly express their hopes that ?ioIence 

to transmit it entire to their own descendants.'' Almon^ vii. 
206. See Ramsay^ i. 336. 

128. But think not that the nation £^c— ** I am persnaded 
the body of the British people are onr friends ; bat they are 
changeable, and by voar lying gazettes may soon be made our 
enemies." Frmnklins fVdrkSy \, 555. The people of England 
are, indeed, too frequently deluded by the arts of sophistry, 
and too much borne down by the pressures of taxation, but 
their hearts are bottomed on soundness and integrity ; and 
like that glorious orb which scatters the mists of tiieir atmo- 
sphere, so they sooner or later never fail to disperse the va- 
pours of delusion. "* 

Compare the spirited address, remonstrance, and petition 
of the city of London to the king, April 10, 1775, Abnon^ ii. 
178. 

** Respecting general opinion, (said gov. Johnstone,) I still 
go further ; I maintain that the sense of the best and wisest 
men in this country is on th^ side of the Americans ; that 
tbree to one in Ireland are on their side ; that the soldiers 
and sailors feel an unwillingness to the service ; that you 
never will find the same exertions of spirit in this, as in other 
wars. I speak it to the credit of the fleet and army ; they 
do not like to butcher men, whom the greatest characters in 
this country consider as contending in the glorious cause of 
preserving those institutions which are necessary to the hap- 
piness, security and elevation of the human mind." &c. M' 
fnon, iii. 24-5. 

" I am confident, (said the hon. T. Luttrell,) as well from 
the intelligence I have been able to procure from a multitude 
of persons, widely different in station and description, as by 
my own remarks in the progress of many a journey through 
the interior of this island, during the summer season, that 
the sense of the mass of the people is in favour of America." 
&c. ^/moft, iii. 32. See 101. 283-4.438-9; De&rell, v. 93-4. 

131. that violence ii^c.^T)ie M. of Rockingham, Jan. 22, 
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Nor here, oor there will profit anght to good. 
Then be ye not dismay 'd ; your cause is just, 
And Heaven, which in its goodness has postponed 
This dire attempt against your liberties 135 

Till you 're full-grown in vigour, and in arms. 
That Heaven will crush the swollen threats of men, 
And crown Columbians efforts with success. 
What tho' their fleets and armies crowd the mun ; 
What tho' their German mercenaries, bought 140 

1770, observed, " that in America, measures of violeuce had 
been adopted, and it had been the uniform language and doc- 
trine of the ministry to force that country to submit. That, 
in hb opinion, violence would not do there, and he hoped it 
would not do here.** Debrett, v. 147. 

136. Till you'* re fuU'-grown ^c. — ^" We gratefully acknow 
ledge, as signal instances of divine favour towards us, that 
bis providence would not permit us to be called into this se^ 
vere controversy, until we were grown up to our present 
strength, had been previously exercised in warlike opera- 
tion, and possessed of the means of defending ourselves.'* 
-^/c of fV' ii- 287. This very declaration is objected to them 
by lord Mansfield, ^2m6n, v. 167. See Mr. Wilkes's speech^ 
^/mon, iii. 219, S20. 

140. German mercenaries, — See the various treaties with 
the duke of Brunswick; the landgrave of Hesse Cassel ; he- 
reditary prince of Hesse Cassel,&c. Almon, iii. 287 — 300, &c. 
with the subsequent speech. The right bon. T. Townshend 
gives a curious description of those troops: he says ; ** they 
were enlisted in the Hans towns, which were known to be 
the asylum of all the rogues and vagabonds of the rest of 
Germany ; men who had (led their respective countries for 
their crimes. When such men, therefore, came to serve in 
America, to suppose that they would fight cordially for this 
country, and for its right, was folly and absurdity in the ex- 
treme.*' &c. /6. 493. 

Lord Shelburne alluding to a negotiation for 20,000 Rus- 
sians ; ** There are powers in Europe (says his lordship) who 
wilt not suffer such a body of Russians to be transported to 
America. I speak from information. The ministers know 
what I mean. Some power has already interposed to stop 
the success of the Russian negotiation.** Almon^ v. 69-70. See 
131. 187-8.264. 
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At human shambles, join their odious caase ? 
If jastice be not with them, they must fail. 
Fear ye them not, but as the traTeller, 
Dreadless of danger, from the mountain-top, 
Views the fork'd lightning play beneath his feety 
And h^rs the growling thunder; so shall ye, 146 
From freedom's hea^en^clad summit, undismay'd^ 
View the frail efforts of expiring power. 
It has been questioned, what your numbers are ? 
What capable of arms ? Your revenue? 150 

Your present taxes, and capacity 
To bear stilLmore ? Poor foolish mea! to think 



** Yon ha?e ransacked (saidlord'Chatham) every corner of 
Lower Saxony ; but 40,000 German boors never can conquer 
ten times the number of British freemen : they may ravage^ ; 
they cannot conquer.*' vii. 93. And again ; " They (the mi- 
nisters) have gone to Germany ; they h^ve sought the alliance 
and assistance of every pitiful, beggarly, Insignificant, pal- 
try German prince, to cut the throats of their loyal, brave, 
and injured brethren in America. They have entered into 
mercenary treaties with those human butchers, for the pur- 
chase and sale of human blood. But, my lords, this is not all : 
they have entered into other treaties. They have let the sa- 
vages of America loose apon their innocent, inoffending 
brethren ; loose upon the weak, the aged, and defenceless ; 
on old men, women, and children ; upon the very babes upon 
the breast, to be cut,, mangled, sacrificed,, broiled, roasted, 
nay, to be literally eat. These, my lords, are the allies 
Great Britain now has ; carnage, desolation, and destruc- 
tion, wherever her arms are carried, is her newly adopted 
mode of making war. Our ministers have made alliances at 
the German shambles; and with the barbarians of America,, 
with the merciless torturers of their species : where they will 
next apply, I cannot tell.'* &c. Almon, x. 9-10. See iv. 134 $ 
Belsham, ii. 188-9. 326-^7. 

149. It has been quesiiorCd^ ^c. — Sec the Examination of 
Dr. Franklin, Debrett,\ir, 324. 336; and Franklin's WorksyU 
S60. 282. 
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That freedom's cause e'er rested for support 

On rerenuey or taxes ; freedom's cause 

Rests on the centre of etemitj, 165 

Plac'd by the Maker near the throne of light ;" 

Thunders of acclamation stopp'd the sage, 

WilLh peal on peal re-iterate, until 

At length he thus ; ^* But what your numbers are, 

The justice of your cause may best inform. 160 

If all your foes were tenfold multiplied, 

And you yoursehres divided in ten parts, 

One single part, in freedom's potent cause. 

Would gain an easy victory o'ct their whole ;" 

The skies again re-echoed loud acclame, 165^ 

And thus again the sage ; ^' Columbians ! 

Tell them your taxes, and your revenue 

Flow in your free-born veins ; while ye have blood, 

Ye trill not hesitate to spill that blood 

For freedom, and your country. What 1 shall we 

Who with unwearied patience haveendur'd 171 

Toils, dangers, famine, and the savage brute, 

And still more savage Indian ? Say, shall we 

Who sought for freedom in a wilderness. 

So far forget our nature, and our rights, 176 



153. That freedom's cause ^c.^-** Tbongh the colonists 
were without discipline, they possessed native valour. Though 
they had neither gold nor silver, they possessed a mine in the 
enthusiasm of their people. Paper for upwards of two 
years, produced to them more solid advantages, than Spain 
derived from her super-abounding precious metals." &c. See 
Ramsayy i. 199 ; ii. 101 ; and the marquis of Lansdowne's ob- 
servation upon the French enthusiasm, Belshamy v. 130-1. 
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As to yield every blessing at the nod' 

Of arbitrary power ? Soch were a deed 

That even brutes would spurn ; no. spotted pard 

Kneels to kis kindred spots ; no lion bends 

To his own semblance. No ! 'T is man alone 180 

Subserves his fellow weakness, and by words 

False, and deceitful, shields his cowardice 

Under high-sounding titles. Man should serve 

Those laws, and constitution, which alone 

Himself approves and shares. Be ye such men, 185 

Think of your noble fathers ; and reflect 

How dear they bought those charters, and tho^e 

rights, 
Which unpolluted have come down to you. 
Let us transmit their purchase and their fame. 
By power unfettered, and from shackles free 190 
To our expectant sons. On this day's deed. 
Millions unborn depend ; posterity 
With all its blessings wait the patriot act : 
But If we tamely bow our suppliant necks 
To arbitrary power, incessant curse 195 



189. Let us transmit S^c. — See the animated resolutions of 
the county of Suffolk in Massac hussetts, ^ whereas this, then 
savUge and uncultivated desert, was purchased by the toil and 
treasure, or acquired by the blood and valour of those, our 
venerable progenitors ; to us they bequeathed the dear-bought 
inheritance ; to our care and protection they consigned it ; 
and the most sacred obligations are upon us, to transmit the 
glorious purchase, unfettered by power, unclogged with 
shackles, to our innocent and beloved offspring. On the for- 
titude, on the wisdom, and on the exertions of this important 
day, is snspended the fate of this new world, and of unborn 
millions." Life of FT. ii. 809. 227 | and v. 188-9. See Ram- 
sajff i. 7, &c. $ Abnotiyi, 95. 
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Will load our blasted memories, until 

The stream itself of time shall be absorbed 

In the yast ocean of eternity. 

What if our towns, and cities are consnmM ? 

Cities consumed may yet be built again ; 200 

Bat freedom lost, man's i>etter moiety, 

Like the fair flower that 's trodden underfoot 

Scarce holds a semblance of its former self. 

But 'tis not, O Columbians! for your. valour 

That Franklin trembles ; 't is that base intrigue, 205 

That curs'd corruption, which too soon will pour 

Its Stygian torrent o'er your fertile soil. 

O guard against that serpent race of men 

Who offer you their gold ; with loyalty, 

And virtue, honour, ever in their mouths ; 210* 

But in their hearts the basest of designs, 

The black design to rob you of your rights : 

Better by far to die ; for what is death 



199. What if our towns, ^c. — ** Onr bouses (said Mr Gads- 
den) being constructed of brick, stone^ and wood,, though 
destroyed, may be rebuilt f but liberty once gone, is lost for 
ever." Ramsay, i. 197. 

205. Uis that base intrigue, 8fc. — The celebrated Joseph 
Reed replied to a corrupt offer of one of the British commis- 
sioners ; ^* I am not wqrth purchasing, but such as I am, the 
king of Great Britain is not rich enough to do it ;!' and the 
Congress, upon this information, and the commisioners' letters 
being communicated, resolved, *' that the same cannot but 
be considered as direct attempts to corrupt their integrity, 
and that it is incompatible with the honour of Congress to 
hold any manner of correspondence, or intercourse with the 
said George Johnstone, esq., especially to negotiate ivith him 
upon affairs, in which the cause of liberty b interested." JBam- 
say, ii. 78. See 75; Life of W, 111.429-430; It, 10; Ahnon^ 
V. 232. 
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When 'tis compared with loss of liberty? 

He dies a daily death, who liyes a slave. 315^ 

'T is agaiDst these your free, and open hearts 

Cannot be too well guarded : 'T is to these 

Yon mast oppose some rock of firm defence, 

Some chosen chief who reigns in eyery breast, 

Whom virtue, and whom wisdom mark their own. 

But Heaven, Columbians} even now befriends ^6SI 

Our virtuous cause; let each man search his heart, 

And th^re he'll find a name so deep ingrav'd, 

As needs no tongue of mine to utter it ; 

A name, which as their father's, all revere." ns 

Instant the electrick pass'd thro' every^breast, 

And all the ^arth rebounded, * Washington !' 

Angels look'd down, and sanctified the name. 

As the chaste virgin to the constant youth. 

Who gains her heart, yields up her trembling hand. 

Scarce kjiowing what she doth, while o'er her form 

The crimson virtue spreads its glowing charms; 23^ 

So when the chieftMn hears the greeting sound, 

Rapt in his native modesty and worth, 

He scarce believes that what he hears is real, SSd- 

Scarce knows himself, but as the Roman chicf^ 

Obedient to his senate's awful voice. 

With pleasing sadness left his furrow'd field 

To assume the reins of empire, and defend 

His menac'd country ; so Columbia's chief, 240 

Half willing, half unwilling, to the call 

Of his much injur'd country yitlds assent. 

Full well he knew how arduous was the task ; 
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Full oft he (koQght how feeble hir own powers ; 

But yaio was all remonstraoce, for as oft 245 

As he essaj'd to express his modest fears,- 

So oft the jojoHs skies reflated ]back 

The leDgth^d acclamatiODS ; but at last 

Straggling in gratitude, his swollen heart 

With diffical tj thas found utterance ; 250 

^^ Friends, Lovers, Countrymen! If gratitude 

Were just requital for jour high regards, 

My labouring breast emboldens me to say 

I would not be found wanting ; but the State 

Something far greater seeks than gratitude ; US 

Judgment to guide, with prudence to foresee, 

Impartial justice, and discernment quick. 

Continued perseyerance, fortitude, 

Assiduous attention to a vast 

Variety of things, with patience 260 

Amidst unnumber'd sufferings, nor least 

That dignity of name and character 

Which stamps the owner great, and rises far 

Superiour to envy ; but these boons 

Fall to the lot of few, and how much less 265 

To one whom cares domes tick occupy 

And his paternal farm ! too well I know 



S51. Friends^ Loversy ^c.-»The reader may seethe modest 
answer of Washington to the president of Congress upon 
his being appointed commander in chief, in his Life^ ii. 299. 
&c. Compare ii. 93 ; v. 834 — 841. where his character is well 
delineated. See also the dedication of the work to lord 
Lansdowne : and preface, xvi ; iii. S65 note. On^his love of re- 
tirement Washington is particularly urgent. See v. 48. 182. 
195« 202-4. 543* 767 ; Ramtay, ii. 345-6. &c. 
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Hqw feeble are nay powers ; too much I f(»r 

The sad result of plaus, that would require 

The deepest ken of peuetratibn's eje. 270 

But 't is not mine to disobey the yoice 

Of my dear country, for to that we owe, 

As to a parent, all we hold most dear, 

Our life the least ; may then that parent's Iotc 

Pardon my failures, and set right my steps 27il 

Wherever the dark, and intricate of things 

Obscure the forward path ; and may that Being, 

Whose mercy shines benignant o'er our clime, 

Direct my efforts to his destinM good !" 

The chieftain ended, and Columbia's sons 280 

Scarce heard the cheering sound, than in loud shouts ; 

^^ Hail ! Chieftain ! hail ! Columbia's sayiour, hail ! 

'T is to thy wisdom, and thy potent arm 

We willing trust our cause, and long may Heayen 

Preserye the sacred life of Washington !" 285 

Here stop, my Muse! to obserye yon generous 

youth. 
Whose downy cheeks the bloom of health adorns ; 
Whose yirtuons mind, with genuine glory fir'd. 
Streams from his swollen eyes. See where he stands 
Close by his country's guardian. Noble youth ! 
Thou too shalt be Columbia's future joy ; 291 

284. and long may Heaven ^c— '* All that remains is, (says 
an address to lYashiogton,) that we join in your fervent sup- 
plications for the Messing of Heayeit on our country, and 
that we add our own for the choicest of these blessings on the 
most beloyed of our citizens." Life of W* ▼. 204. 
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Her glory, and her pride ; Yes ! Jefferson t 
The cause of freedom, and the canse of man, 
Shall not to thy protection trust in vain ; 
Thou too shalt be another Washington. 295 

Meanwhile the hostile squadrons, urg'd by fate, 
Made their descent on Boston's warlike shores ; 
Such was the heavenly will ; for thro* the extent 
Of all Columbia, scarce was there a spot 
Where freedom^s altar blazM with brighter flame :- 
No ! not Virginia's ardent soul out-stript 301 

The energies of Boston. Here fate wilPd 
The British squadrons to fulfil their doom, 
And work the work of Heaven in aid of man. 
Here Gage, Cornwallis, Burgoyne, Clinton, Howe, 
Pigot, and Carleton, and some other names, 306 
Which time will lend to history, made descent. 



293. Jefferson ! — The hi^h respect in whi^h Washingtoib 
held this enlightened friend of the human race, may be 
gathered from his having placed him at the head of the depart- 
ment of foreign aft'atrs. And when we add that his country 
has thought him qualified to fill that chair, which was once oc- 
cupied by Washington himself, alt further commendation 
would be useless. See.JLi/e of W,.v, 244.41T-8. 

299. scarce was there a spot ^c. — See Ramsay, i. 189, &c. 
Lord North observed*; ^' that all the disturbances that had 
been in the provinces, or colonies in America, had originated 
in the town of Boston,." &c. Debrett, vii. 70. Mr. Burke 
said ; '* The cause of Boston is become the cause oM\ Ame- 
rica. By these acts of oppression, you have made Boston 
the lord mayor of America." Almon^ i. 6. See Life of fV» ii. 
151 ; and compare i. 235. 343, &c. 

301. Ftr^tmVs ^c.—'* Virginia led the way in opposition.- 
to the Stamp-act." Ramsay y\. 59. 

306. oMername5,-"-Such as, Parker, Tarleton, de Heister, 
Grant, Leslie, Grey, Kniphausen, Matthews, Stirling,^ Per- 
cy, Erskine, Prescot, Phillips, Reidesel, Frazer, Powell, 
UamiltoD, Arbutbnot, O'Hara, Nesbit, Ro6S,&c. 
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Scarce had their feet borthenM the generous soil. 
When to their wondering eyes, the bird of fate. 
With plamage just renewM, tower'd to the left 310 
Screaming aloud, and in her talons bore 
Two timorous do?es ; these after yarious wheels 
Poising herself in air, she lifeless drept 
Close to Cornwallis', and to Burgoyne's feet. 
Amazement seiz'd them both ; they knew the omen, 
But knew too late, for Heayen had destin d them 
Its Instruments in freedom's glorious cause. 317 

Short-sighted Man ! How often dost tbou work 
The work of good, when thy poor narrow soul 
Is bent on nought but evil ! And now the time 3^0 
Approach'd, when yictory and freedom join'd 
Would show the world how little art avail'd 
And discipline, against the sons of men. 
When with one mind resolv'd to guard their rights. 
There was a mount near Boston's sea-lav'd walls, 
Which all the coast commanded and the foe. 329 
Here Freedom, and Columbia in one night 
Rais'd such intrenchments that th* astonish'd Britons 



328. Raised such intrenchments 2fc. — '* The provincials pro^ 
ceeded to Breed's hill, (instead of Bunker's hill,) and worked 
with so much dilif^ence, that between midnight and the dawa 
of the morning, they had thrown up a small redoubt about 
eight rods square. They kept such a profbund silence that 
they were not heard by the British, on board their yessels, 
though very near. These having deriv^ their first informa- 
tion of what was going on, from the sight of the work near 
completion, began an incessant firing upon them. The pro- 
vincials bore this with firmness, and though they were only 
young soldiers, continued to labour till they had thrown up a 
small breastwork," &c. See the account ofthe battle in Rant" 
say, i. 201, &C. ; Life of fV, ii. 289, &c ; BeUham, ii. 145. 
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Scarce thought them rqal ; but Gagc^s pierdog eye, 
Soon undeceived, still more admir'd the skill,. 330 
And science they portray 'd. Instant he saw 
His danger, and as instant gave the sign 
Of blood. And now the nitred thunder mixt 
With sulphurous lightning, pour'd their iron hail 
From sea and land upon the sons of men. 335 

But Freedom saw, and with celestial breath 
Breath'd on the storm, which in the rooted earth 
Whizz'd its averted way. The British chief, 
InflamM with rage that Freedom's haughty sons 
Should thus withstand his power, and undismay'd . 
Extend their dangcroud works, instant resolv'd 341 
To force the intreachments with his choicest troops ; 
This honour, interest^ safety, all enjobi'd, 
And thus to Howe he spake ; ^' Thou seest the fi>e, 
How daring his rebellious s{nrit defies 345 

Our distant power; 'tis time we show oor force 
In all its terrours ; take some chosen troops, 
And let the horrent bayonet drive thence 
These haughty rebels : on thy well-known worth 
My firmest hopes rely for prompt success ; 350 

For should the setting sun o'ersbade the plains, 
And those proud rebels still retain their post. 
Disgrace, and ruin must attend our cause, ^ 
And British valour cease to be the theme 
Of universal praise. Haste then, and crown'd 355 
With well-earn'd laurels may'st thou soon return ! 
Thus spake the chief, and Howe obedient heard. 
And now the British veterans *gan their march ; 



»» 
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Destrnctive mapch, the bitter cause of woe 

To victors as to vanquished ; but scarce reach'd 300 

Their midway course, when Freedom, who that dajr 

Had Warren's form assum'd, thus to her sons 

Exclaimed aloud ; ^^ Now is the time arri?'d, 

When all those rights and privileges, for which 

Your noble fathers left their native home, 365 

And came to dwell with savages, and brutes. 

Rather than they would forfeit; which alone 

Make life itself a blessing, and endear 

Man to his Maker; these endanger'd all 

By the iron hand of power^ now rest on yon, 370 

Pure as you have receiy'd them from ydur sires, 

Down to your cfaildren to transmit as pure. 

Think that the spirits of those godlike men 

Now look from heaven on you their chosen sons ; 

Yes ; far above the rest are ye now chosen, 375 

To guard the post of honour, and defend 

Your rights, your laws, your country, and yonrGod. 

See there the foe, who, proud of discipline 

And military art, has dar'd to doubt 

Your courage, O Columbians ! But nor fear, 380 

Nor tremble at his threats ; such potent aid 

Have you in Freedom, come by Heaven^s high will. 

Herself to join your cause. Then hear her voice^ 

Be arm'd with terrour, and repel the foe.^ 



yf 



3T9. has dar'd to doubt bjc. — *' European philosophers had 
published theories, setting rorth that not only vef^etables and 
beasts, but that even men degenerated in the western hemi- 
sphere," &c Ramsay, i. 193 ; it. 33. But compare gen. Con-t 
way*s speech, Nov. 17J6, Alnion, iii, 201. 



X 
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She sdd^ and breatliM such ardoar in their breasts, 
That they scarce waited till the hostile files - 386 
Had reach'd the intrenchments ; whea no signal 

given. 
Such streams of sulphurous fire pour'd from the 

mount, 
That their astonish'd ranks felt, in full force, 
The present Deity. Confusion saw, 390 

And urgM their staggering columns, while Dismay, 
And Flight, and Death, -with vast gigantick strides, 
StreivM with the dead, and dying all the hill. 
As when VesuTius' subterranean wind 
Pours from its yawning crater on mankind 395 

Its fiery horrours, while the pitchy smoke 
In vast successiye columns veils the sun. 
And trembling man flies from the reddenM gloom 
To seek hb safety in the distant plains ; 
So fled the British squadrons from the fire 400 

Of Bunker's terrours ; art, and discipline 
Yielded to artless valour ; but their chief. 
Brave in fin odious cause, and urg'd by shame, 
Flew thro^ the broken ranks with eagle speed, 404 
And thus exclaim'd ; <^ For shame, ye Veterans! 
Where are those boastful threats, that discipline 
On which you vaunted to subdue the foe 
At the first onset ? Where is gone your fame. 
Your British valour ? See those raw recruits 
Mock all your skill ; those daring rebels laugh 410 
At all your efforts, and despise your fame! 
Where would you fly ? Your distant homes refuse 
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To give you shelter. Haste then, back return, 
Revenge your dying comrades." Thus he said, 
And Shame led back the troops, while Discipline 415 
March' d thro' the columns, and renew'd the war. 
But all were vain, had not the Prince of Hell, 
Pondering the leaves of Fate, too quick perceiv'd 
The cause of British woe ; for now his eye 
Had reach'd the page where fated Warren's name. 
Slowly yanescent, o'er the book of life 421 

Cast a dim shadow ; gladden'd at the sight 
Instant to Death he cried ; ^^ My Son, my Son ! 
The hard-fought day is ours; see here the name 
Of Warren vanishes ; lift then thy dart, 425 

Poise it with fate, and lodge it in his breast." 
Soon as 't was said, 'twas done; Death pois'd his dart, 
And sped it, fated, to the Hero's breast. 
Columbia long shall mourn him, for he llv'd 
A life of^vlrtue, and he met his fate, 430 

As a true patriot, on honour's bed: 
A Hampden liy'd, a Hampden died the chief. 
Meanwhile had Gage with penetrating eye 
Observ'd the yielding columns, and thus spake 



432. ji Hampden liv^d, ^c— Dr. Warren (whom lord 
Shelburoe calls " a very great man," Almon, v. 273.) fell at 
the battle of Bunker's hill, jnst after the provincials began 
their retreat from the breastwork. *' To the purest patriotism 
and most undaunted bravery, he added the virtues of do- 
mestick life, the eloquence of an accomplished orator, and 

the wisdom of an able statesman. Within four days after 

he was appointed a major-general, he fell a noble sacrifice to 
a cause which he had espoused from the purest principle& 
Like Hampden be lived, and like Hampden he died, univer- 
sally beloved, and universally regretted." Ramsay, i. 205. 
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To his great soul ; ^' Surely our ministers 43l» 

Some demon hath deceived, that they should stamp 
Such men as these with dastard cowardice. 
O that themselves were witness of those deeds 
Which even British veterans scarce withstand 
Led by the valiant Howe ! But 'tis no time 440 
For thought, but action ; Clinton I Take fresh troops, 

437 . with dastard coteardice.— Compare above, yer. 379 ; an^ 
tM>ok iv. ver. $45. The infatuation of the ministry upon this 
subject snrpassedall bounds Lord Sandwich observes ; ^ Sup- 
pose the colonies do aboimd with men, what does that sig- 
nify ? they are raw, undisciplined, cowardly men. I wish 
instead of 40 or 50,000 of these brave fellows, they would 
produce in the field, at least 200,000, the more^ the better^ the 
easier would be the conquest; — Believe me, my loVds, the very 
sound of a cannon would carry them off as fast as their feet 
would carry them. — This is too trifling a part of the argu- 
ment, to detain your lordships any longer." Almon^ ii. 89-90. 
Col. Barry's answer to this vaporous effusion is excellent; *' As 
to cowards, they were certainly the greatest to his know- 
ledge ; for the 47th regiment of foot, which behaved so gal- 
lantly at Bunker's hill, (an engagement that smacked more 
of defeat than victory,)— the very corps that broke the whole 
French column, and threw them into such disorder, at the 
siege of Quebeck, was three parts composed of these cowards,** 
^fmon, iii, 40. See also the duke of Richmond*s speech, v. 
14; and lord North's, (an. 1778.) viii. 383. " To a mind," 
said gov. Johnstone, '* who loves to contemplate the glorious 
spirit of Freedom, no spectacle can be more affecting than 
the action at Bunker's hill. To see an irregular peasantry 
commanded by a physician; inferior in number; opposed by 
every circumstance of cannon and bombs, that could terrify 
timid minds, calmly waiting the attack of the gallant Howe, 
leading on the best troops in the world, with an excellent 
train of artillery, and twice repulsing those very troops, who 
had often <^hased the chosen battalions of France, and at last 
retiring for want of ammunition, but in so respectable a man- 
ner, that they were not even pursued ; who can reflect upon 
such scenes, and not adore the constitution of government 
which could breed such men ? Who will not pause and ex- 
amine before he destroys institutions that have reared such 
elevated spirits ? Who is there that can dismiss all doubts on 
the justice of a cause, which can inspire such Conscious rec- 
titude ?" &c. Almon,ui. 25, 



BOOK T. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. 143 

Instant reljeye the chief, or all is lost." 
Thus spake the prudent .Gage, and CHnton^heard, 
Nor disobey'd his Yoice, but instant rush'd 
Impetuous to the field, to aid his friends. 445 

And now, with difficulty, scarce, at length, 
The many, fresh, and disciplined repeli'd 
The raw, undisciplin'd, exhausted, few, 
From their proud post ; but such was Heayen's will, 
For 't is by labour only, and much toil ^ 450 

That Nature grants her richest gifts to man. 
Nor could the vanquish'd victors boast their deeds, 
Those deeds by which their nnmber'd dead sur- 
passed 
Their foe's thrice told ; and countless miseries. 
In their worst form, were pour'd upon mankind. 455 
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Hail, bdy Spirit! Celestial Freedom, hdlt 
Thou with the Etemftl fixest thy abode. 
And wiUi thy Sisters, Truth, and Virtue, kojt 
Play'st round the throoe of light thy gambols pure. 
Or if right JR^eason's name delight thee more, S 

Thus will I thee invoke to aid my song, 
Which, leaving lesser orbs, through desert space 
Wings its bold flight up to the orb of day. 
Hail, holy Spirit, hail ! Thou who wert wf>^t 
To quit thy bl^st abode to dwell with meo ; )Q 

Whom Athens saw within her sacred walls, 
And ancient Rome ador'd ; whom Britain oft, 
Like a fond mother cherish'd in her anus; 
And thence as oft, by Asiatick wealth 
Corrupt, far banish'd, once again descend, 15 

And buoy my feeble pinions while I soar 
Above all rooHal ken, and sing of deeds 
So far excelling human intellect 
That man could scarce believe the facts man saw. 

h2 
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Thee, purest E83ence ! even Gallia ODce, % 

But once, and for one momentary space 
Shall see, but 'reft of reason at the sight 
Shall not discern thy worth, but in thy stead 
Adore an Idol, that thy shape assumes 
Too oft, and rides triumphant o'er mankind. 25 
But Gallia long had groan'd beneath the weight 
Of haughty despots ; long her rights, and laws. 
Been trampled down beneath oppression's hoof; 
Justice was sold by law; the nobles liv'd, 
As if a race superiour to the rest,^ 30 

Exempt from yarious burthens that oppress'd 
The suffering people ; but what most of all 
Her vengeance rous'd, was that extravagance 
With which her rulers delng'd all the land. 
•^Fis this extravagance, which, soon or late, Sl 

Brings kings and kingdoms to untimely end. 
This not all Turgot's virtues could reform ; 
xTurgot that wise, that able minister. 
Whom 6alKa*s Genius with her wonted care 
S^nt to restore her rights, but sent in Vain ; 40 

35. 'Tm this txtravngtmcti — ^" The cxpences," said Mr. 
Burke, ^n. I7T4, '* are beyond all measure ruinous; I have 
pretty good authority for saying, that the king (of France) 
draws after him a personal expence of between three and 
four millions sterling; and this is an article so rooted and 
i/Q vicious in its principles, that no 4ct:of the ifiinisters can 
either lessen or controul it." DehretU vii. S66. See Betiham^ 
iv. 302—4. 182—5. 2T3-4. 

** The expensiveness of the government is the true ground 
of the oppression of the people.'* Life of fV, v. 600. 

38. Turgot — ^ An excellent anil able minister, the zealous 
frieiid of peace and economy, of toleration and reform,** &c. 
See note in BeUham^ ii. 214 ; and hU Life written by Condorai, 
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For DOW ProfusioD with her bandag'd eye^^ 

And open hand, stalk'd with gigantick strides 

Thro* all the land) and in her train were seen, 

Extortion, Tribute, Bribery, and Fraud, 

With false Imprisonment, and |)spionage, 46 

And Irreligion, and gaupt PoYertj. 

And not far off from these the eye beheld 

The female Passions at the helm of state. 

And Prostitution, with such numerous ills 

As would require ten tongues to utter them. 50 

But last of all was seen a monster-form 

Whose sanguine hands fiird with the heads of men 

Spread horrour round, her eyes so gor'd with blood 

That^he could scarce distinguish friend from foe, 

Gigantick Vengeance ; and with her was seen 55 

False Libert}', , whose wanton, lawless gait, 

And Circe tongue^ aliur'd the ignQrant, 

But keptjthe wise far off. How different this 

From thajt celestial Form, whose radiant h^ad 



48. The ^emaU Ptttsiotu^r^ The hameao de CbantillyVat 
once the l^olel, and gar^eos of the ^ebrated madame de 
Pompadour^ mistress to Louis the Fifteenth; one who con- 
tributed in no small degree to bring on that revolution, which 
ended in the total pverthrow of tt^ house of her royal lover. 
No king^s mistress was perhaps ever more cordially hated 
than this lady : her profusion knew no bounds, no one ever 
Dangled more deeply in state intrigues, and no one ever con- 
tributed more liberally to filling the cachots of the detestable 
Bastille. Who can read the narrative of her devoted victim 
the unfortunate Maseres de la Tude, and then think that no 
change was wanted in France? One should rather be asto- 
nished at. the patience which had endured oppression so 
long." — An unpublished Narrative of a,^ Three Years Residence 
in Francsy in 1802, 3, 4, btf Anne PhtrnptrCf chap. xHi* 



160 'WiMmi^H'tiiifj lidottf. 

Scatters tiie K^ms of Yirtnd 6'er mftnkhid ; 00 

Whosfe^odeat ^t, and dignified address 
Win stf 011 every hearty thM t6 addi^ 
Is but to know [ Wherever- she ptoce het feet 
Spontaneoiis dsrth emits its fLxfWtfjr SfTeetls, 
And e'en the barren tock iritii t^tduTe smiles ; ^ 65 
Where-e'e* she bri^he, em^ytenl odotir* Waft 
Ambrosial gales^ and M is jofy and lofe^ 
Come theny Gdefttiiil Fii&edoinf and with the^ 
Bring peace^ and pltsntj^^ and gt^od will to meid ; 
And drive far 6^ froni pure Gbluthbi^^^ soil f6 

That btdodwgorg'd crew, cu^rar'd with the hwAtat tihkp^y 
Those inonster.men of Old Corfuptiott borti 
And long-establish'd Criibe, lind Mack RtiTenge; 
Of whom were ^ome sprting from their mother Siii 
Close by the gates of hi^l], aihd tsAVd on earth, fb 
Barrere, and DaxttaDj Robespierre-, Marat, 
Tainvilie^ ^hd Samsony d'Herbois, Carriere, 
Fouche, Heber^, Orieans, suid tea thousand mbre, 
Whose oames the deep oblivious pool would whelm, 
Bi^t that the truth of history muat record 80 

That fblure men may curte, and^f^tiire kikigs 
Beware profusion^ and those minis torn 
Whbse tinsel eloquence begiiil^s the ^ar, 
But reaches not the heart ; 'gainst Btich as these 
Kings cannot be too guarded; and with them 85 

19. un thousand mo/«^-- Amonf^ lUe^e the readers of the 
Hirtory of the ^i%tich Revolution will easily i^ognise Fre<^ 
roD, TaUien, Coothda, St. J«st, Dumas^ Le Bas, Heofiot, 
Legendre, Mengaod, Rafinat^ Jkc &e. 



■OOBTh OB LIB9UT BinOWU). Ill 

Vile temporary pgrpoiesy rare 0«t 
Their bMglMaf iMdtogs to th^ palace's eank 
Thus rooJu^ and.dam^ aiMi efaattomig: QMgpiet pnttS 
Their noisf tefrours^ t#>.thi^ bM of day< 90 

But soft, m^ Maiel wliete speedesl. tlt«ii thjr iighl i 
Thy thtete 19^ f veedom^ and GoHiiDbia?a aoa ; 
But ofi thd^ sacred tiipod when thou ait^st^ 
Like ^Bedoniaa Priestess, heaieii-flaMptf. 
Thou pour'st prophetick truths^ and blead'at tfca 
paat M 

And futaro UtiMy unhetidui^ cdnsa^KeBOe. 
But come, CetotiAl Spiritt again d«3<:0nd, 
And say, lor best tboiu capst^ mhf^ happy spf»t: 
First gave thy loyedt 900 tQsee tito Mgblk^ 
'Twas pure Viifioia's soiJ, ^ttliee. happj^ mmI i }Q0 
That one M«{Bt iwmieot shaU)thy griefs repay> 
And to remotest age# hand tl^ name ; 
Yes ! all thy woes, shall, .Klfie ttia ^ars of i^tra^. 
Sink in the brightf^r blase of rbea day> 
And thou^ blestSeraphl from that bri^t abodo~ 101 

• 

86. Falte jprfkeUr-'See a specimen of these propheciet 
respeottiig tJle late of American Independence in Rfomayy 
i 314V6. The veeord of iheir existence would be — ^'^ that a 
Adile people, impati^iit of the restraints of regolar govemt 
jaeflt, bad in b fit of passion abolished that of Great Britain^ 
and established — cosstixations of . their own-<-which from 
want of wisdom— -were nt^ sooner formed than annibilaled. 
The leading mea-^h«n([^d-~ Washington, worthy of a better 
fate, deserted by hisarmy» abandoned by his country^ r«sb^ 
-lag on the thickest battalions of tktb foe— 4q escape ao igno> 
■Mirioas death.*' 

Some of the laAc bodings of Mr. Barke may also be had 
in remembrance. 



i6i . WASBIKOTOK^ BaoE tf. 

Where mhlBt iht Cherttbim Aom sl^t eiithro&'d^ 
And sapplicateit mercy o'er the sins 
Of us thy fellows once; Oh! deign to leiid > 
.Thy gfudous hearing to my'raptur'd song, 
That with no hireling i%ht directs its course 1 10 
To trath^ and virtiie, liberty^ ^and thee. 
Thee bounleoas hearen in mercy to mankind - 
Seot down- to aid their cause, and for their sakes 
Arm'd thee wkh every Virtue that could serve '- 
Its destin'd purpose. Meek humanity 115 

Glaim'd thee in chief; for thy beneyolence . 
Shone like the orb of night in middle course 
Perfect and full : thou the poor Indian taught^^t 
To love the works of peace, and cultivate 
All-bounteous mother earth : the prisoner 180 

Amidst his chaios and dungeons tum'd to thee 
His earthly guardian : (nor can Pity's hand 
Bestow a sweeter balm to alleviate 
The mad, unnatural misery of war, 
Than that the prisoner's rigours should receive 135 
Some soothing aid, and comfort: who is he 

1 18. the poer Indian taugbt'atSee Life of W, v. 377. 
r ISO. ^Ae prisoti«rT-Th« 8a1feriii|r8 of the American prisonen 
were considerably aggravated by the circamstance of their 
being looked upon as rebels, and in some instances exceed al- 
molft belief. The reader may consalt App^ndiSy No. iii. p. 281, 
vol. ii. of Ramftnf; and lAfk nf W, iii. 456—66, where he 
wiU see how well Washington merits tlie character given him 
In the text. The earl tff Abingdon is "Very severe opon the 
" safage barbarity," the ^* damning proofs of inhamanity,*' 
with which the American prisoners were treated. See AU 
mon, X. 105. So is the earl of Shelburne, Jb, 98-9. Eleven 
thousand pritioners are said to have died on board the Jersey 
prison ship. Ramsay^ ii> S85. 
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» 

That s^es his fellow-many who just before 

Had ia his couatry's cause not spar'd his blood, 

Now cold, and naked, in a dungeon laid 

Far from )d8 natiye home, no wife, no sdn, 130 

No fond parental care to sooth his woes ; 

Who sees such misery, nor sheds the tcAr 

Of sympathetick feeling, must be one 

Whom nature owns not ; hardened policy 

With calculating Yisage, that disclaims 1 35 

Nature's best ordinances, may perhaps 

Have found such wretch ; struggling humanity 

Nor knows nor loves him.) When brutality 

With rape and rapine, cruelty, and vice 

Scourg'd thy afflicted country, thy pure soul . 140 

Knew not retaliation, but return'd^ 

As thy blest Saviour bid, for evil good ; 

For far the brightest ray within that crown 

Which harmless played around thy god-like head 

Was that thou lovedst mercy, mercy thee. 145 

But when Necessity with iron hand 

Arm'd thee to battle in- thy country's cause, 

And in the cause of justice, truth, and right, 

Then thy awaken'd wrath, in terrour clad. 



1S9. fVith rape and rapine^ — The abomi nations of the 
Hessians are described by Ramsay^ i. 324-5. But the en- 
deavour? of WashiB^on to prevent retaliation in all cases, 
except " those of absolute necessity,'* are recorded in hjs 
own letters to Congress. See Life of W, iii. 29. Compare 
Ramsay^ i. 108-9. 

149. in terrour clad, ^c. — Of Washington's personal bra- 
very there are many instances. See Ramsay, i. 307. 323; 
Life of fV. iii. 513-4; but the battle of Trenton surpassed 

H 5 



Was almoin lA^el #ith more flwfitteMilVui^ 146 
And ¥i^ttt0tt*s 'w^atfls, ifhbteWrsi nif u^tfted km 
TarnM the ((redd Mb 6f vietery q6 thy.foe§, 
And rais^ Cbfhmrbla fhHQ utitimdy g¥at^ 
Attest thy T'alidttr, and thy ir^Ueara'd fame. ^ 
Nor yet had subtlety, m>r fVacidfal dri^ 155 

Advantage over thee ; thy god-Kke mind 
By prejudice, and passion unsubdued 
Pierc'd thro' the obscure, and kemt^ thfr distant 

light 
E'en power, that bane of eyery earthly good, 
Which robs man of his senses, and impels 160 

To enslave his fellow-mortal,^ was to thee 
The path to peace ancl love ; and tho' the head 
Of armed heroes, yet the citizen 



every action in the war. *' Nothhig could surpass the asto'nisb- 
ment of the enemy at this unexpected display of v^our on the 
part of the American general. His condition and that of his 
dduntry had been thought desperate ; but this hold and for- 
tunate enterprise announced to the British general, that he 
had to contend with an adversary who could never cease to 
be formidable, so long as the possibility of resistance re- 
mained." Life of W. iw 619-20. Lord George Germaine 
allowed '* that, had it not been for the unforeseen misfortune 
of Trenton, there was every reason to believe that the cam- 
paign would have been decisive." ' jilmorty Yiiu 21-2. 

155. Nor yet had subtkty, ^c— See Life of W, iii. 132* 
261, 262 ; and Ramsay, i. 217-8. 

\S3, yet the citizen ^c. — " As to the fatal*, but necessary 
operations of War,'* ^aid general TVashinglon, *' when we 
assumed the soldier, we did not [ay aside the eitizen, and 
we shall most sincerely rejoice with you in that happy hour, 
when the r^-establishment of American liberty, on the most 
firm and solid foundations, shall enable us to return to our 
private stations, in the bosom of a free, peaceful and happy 
counfrV." Ramsay, i, 220, ** 'fhe passionate love of glory, 
tioV nUicb soever excnseii as the infirmity of noble miiicb, 
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Was uerer in the soldier once forgot: 
fSUy proudest ain was freedom ; and the wish 1^ 
Nearest thy htstrt^ that Ireedoiii to attidn 
By bloodless Tlotofy. Thy spotless mind 
Humane, and wise, left to thy conniry's foee , 
To speed 'the woiic of death; thy own blest partj 
As far as in thee lay, was to disarm 17^ 

War of its horrours, and ^bore all that war 
Where brethren clash with brethren, friends - witih 

friends. 
The man whose bosom such dread scenes delight 
Is lost to erery blessing heaven bestows 
To comfort men on earth ; nor joy, nor lore 175 
Ever consol'd his breast, but all is void 
And. dark, save where the passions of 'the brute 
Exert their furious sway. Such dreadful scenes 
Thou, herol strov'st asfav as man could stvive, 
To banish from^hy country, and thus ^pake, 180 
Amid the assembled chiefs, thy generous soul ; 
^* Yenoible Chiefs! Columbia's joy, and hope! 
Full well ye know how much I deprecate 



might have 1«4^ hinr into hazardous enterprises, and have 
finally terminated in the vulgar ambition of acquiring un- 
cootftHiled power, and dazzling title. He became truly 
great by indifference to greatness ; and best provided for the 
perpetuity of an honourable fame, by regarding fame as 
subordinate to dtUy. What a lesson to those in high statioDs, 
who have hearts and understandings to receive it!" Dedka- 
Hon to Life of W. vii-viii ; see Pr«/. xiii-xiv ; li. 303, note^ 
613." Upon the ** duty of the citizen being paramount to that 
•f the soldier," see the hon. Temple Luttreil's speech, Almon^ 
iv, 135 f aod the ^ke of AichmoDd*'8»^ z. 43-4. 



166 . WAfHIJfGTOK, BOOS TMh 

That sad neceasUj which orges m 

To haTe recourse to anas ; bat well ye know 185 

How fruitless all eodeaToors on oar part 

To stop the efl^ioD of the blood of men. 

Or peace and chains, or liberty and war, 

These are our only choice ; shall it be said « 

Columbia hesitated ? No! Ye Chiefs! 190 

Columbia's free-born soul ne*er yet betray'd 

The rights of man, nor ordinance of God. 

O that our foes were with such sentiments 

Deeply impress'd! But heaien hath steei'd their 

hearts 
To invade those rights of others, which them* 

selves 105 

Would, if invaded, guard with their last blood. 
But all will turn to good ; our foes now feel 
How little either force, or art avails. . 
See where the generous Salem spurns their boon ; 



184. Thai sad necessity £fc. — Compare Ramsay^ i. 335* 
'* We are reduced to the alternative of choosing an uncon- 
ditional submission to the tyranny of irritated ministers, or 
resistance by force. The latter is onr choice. We have 
counted the cost of this contest, and find nothing so dreadful 
as voluntary slavery." Ramsay, i. 211-2. 310. See Ld/e of 
JV. ii. 287-8. 329-30. 502—5—8. 

195. those rights of others, ^c— <*' Arguments (respecting 
the right to tax America) which would have appeared so 
conclusive to Englishmen, if urged by themselves in support 
of their own rights, had but little weight when used to dis- 
prove ,the elistence of their authority over others." .See 
•Life of FF.il. 134. 220. 242, note. 

199. generous Salem 8^c. — '* II was a part of the artful and 
malignant plan of the British ministers in framing the Boston 
Port Bill, by removing the comjnerce of that metropolis to 
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See whei^ her riral frustrates tfadr proud hopes; SOO 
Eren the vntotor^ Indian scorns their gold, 
And with his neighbour «mokes the pipe of peace. 
Thus hare they^ ftul'd by bribery, and art, 
To gain their purpose. Not e'en Canada, 

Salem, and making it the seat of government, to establish a 
rivalship and enmity between these two places, from which 
they hoped to derive mighty adyantages.*' But this was pre- 
vented by the magnanimous spirit of the people of Salem, 
who concluded their address to the gov^monr in these words i 
*' We must be dead to every idea of justice, and lost to all 
feelings of humanity, could we indulge one thought to seize 
on wealth, and raise our fortunes on the rain of our suffering 
neighbours.*' BeUham^ ii. 73-4; and Encjfdop, Brit. art. 
Amencay sect 109 ; Life ofW, ii. Wi ; Ramsay^ i. 124. See 
171. Seetlie Minute of .the Treasury Board, Mar. SI, 1774, 
AtmoHy i. 34. 

900. her Hvo^— The magnanimity of the people of Marble* 
head,' a port in the vicinity of Boston, deserves equal praise. 
These patriots ** generously offered the merchants of Boston 
the use of tlieir lutrbours, as well as their wharfs and ware- 
houses, free of all expense." BeUham^ ii. 74 ; and Encyclop, 
lb. 176 ; Life of fV. ii. 230. # 

SOi* Indian scorm their gold^ — The reply of some Indian 
chiefs to the agents who were sent to corrupt them, affords a 
noble lesson to civilized nations. ** They did not understand 
the nature of the quarrel, nor could they dibtinguish whether 
those who dwelt in America, or on the other side of the 
oce^n were In fault: but they were surprised to see English- 
men ask their asistance against one another; and advised 
them to be reconciled, and not to think of shedding the blood 
of their brethren.'* Entfclop. lb. 196. It would have been 
happy if the rest of the Indian tril>es had Imbibed these sen- 
timents I The Indians, indeed, on the Muskingum ** ab- 
horred war, and would take no part therein, giving for 
reason that ' the great Being did not make men to destroy men^ 
but to love and assist each other.* " Ramsay^ ii. 149. Compare 
lord Shelburne's speech, an. 1775, Almonry. 71. 

204. Not e'en Canada^ — ** So sanguine were the hopes of 
administration in this respect, that they bad sent 20,000 stand 
of arms, and a great quantity of military stores, to Quebec 
for the purpose." Encydop. Brit. lb, 195. But the militia 
of the province refused to pass the limits of it. See Belsham^ 
ii. 162t3 ; and Life of W, ii. 267, note. Compare col. Barry's 



Already half their 0(ir^ irtU joia thetrie4iiBe» 9ldB 

And now tketr 'Oiilj hoipetiijikmbittin sonotss 

Are fixM on our 'ditseiuiioDg, and !thofle evils 

Which cWH wars' cogeoAor'. FdoIiMimeni 

To think that any eTil, eiren death^ , 

Is^ to the Tirtuous mind, to be comparM dlO 

With loss of freedom ! If Colmntiia^s sons 

Dissent among themselves, wiH that (Kssenf 

Lead them to join her foe? Perish, the:, t|io«gJhtl 

Sooner shaHl proud Ohio, which now rbfl^ 

Thro^ boun(UesB'des«vt8 ks gigasiick waves 215 

Into astonish'd ocean; spooler this ; , ; • 

StM 'break 'the laws of tiattarei and U|y.flow 

Ba^k 'to its'seutoe ditine ; ** (instant the chiefs 

Bursting the listening silence swore assent ;.) 

^ Thus have they fail'd ; thus may they ever fail, 

By base intrigue, and art to gain their cause ! 221 



ipeeclh Abrmn^ iii. 30, who mentions tbat the ^ Caoadiant 
iMhfd concealed 406 firelocks in the woods, which tbe^Y were 
determined to make use ef .against the BngUsh, if they 
fvreed them to take either side." 

207. our di»9ensions, £lfc.r— Compare Rarmayj i. 120. 144-5. 
U|>Oii the revolt of. the Pennsylvania line, ** sir Henry 
Clinton, by confide ntnd messengers, offered to take them 
under the protection of the British goyernnient — ^to pardon 
all their past offences — to have the pay dne to them from 
the Congress faithfully made up, &c. — but the faithful 
though revoking soldier disdained his offers." Id, \\. 220.. 
gee lord Camden's speech, an. 1775, Almoin^ ii. 85-6. 
** Equally fruitless," said lord ^heibume, " had ail attempts 
to divide the colonies hitherto proved. America felt her 
strength only in proportion to her union ; and the little 
paltry poHcy to multiply jealooFies and create divisions, by 
guarding the colonies aigalnst insidiousness, had strengthened 
Instead of weakening the great cement of union*" v..7U 
See 8iirke'« speech, an. 1777, AJbnon^ viii. 10l-<2«. 
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Nor yet by foree will the Alnngbty Po<«r«r 

Graiit tbem success ; for Heaiyen 's the friend of liati, 

Blest him with life, and health, nor wiU pemit 

That which is dearer far than health,' or life, %t5 

The iron arm of power to take away^ 

But tho' thus aided l^ the heayenly will. 

Still of our own exertions hare we need; 

For Heafen smiles not on the indolent, 

Nor him who self-forgetting trusts in prayer ; 2Sb 

'T is industry alone that Heayen befriends, 

Him who reyeres himself, and dreads to lose 

The first, best, gift of God to new-born man. 

And may such dread, such rererence, ye Chiefa! 

Now firmly hold your breasts ; for while I speak, 

The daring foe has formed the desperate plan ^98 

From north and south in one combin'd aittack 

To pour upon us, as a winter's flood. 

His numerous battalions. 'Tis his riew 

Thus to distract our counsels, thus nerriTe 94(X 

The hopes of traitors ; but abandon fear. 

The more they separate, the easier far 

'Tis to subdue them. Gates! to thy tried skill 

I trust the north, there on the Hudson stream 

242. The more they separate^ ^c — ** There was a radical^ 
error," said Mr. Fox,. " in the proceedings, which would for 
ever prevent our generals from acting with success; — no 
man of sense would have placed the itwo armies in such a posi* 
tlon as from their distance made it impossible that one shouM 
receive any assistance from the other." Almortj viii. 19 ; and 
fz. 73. See lord ShelbumeV speech, x. 'i^, 197; duke of 
Richmond's, x. 40 ; lord Chatham's, Id. 74 

Of Burgoyne's expedltfORy see an accottni ia the Life of 
FT. iii. 240-1. 
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MarahalPd bj Burgpyne wilt thou meet the foe. 346 
But mark my words ; be sparing of their blood ; 
They are our kin, of the same parents born, 
Sprung from the self-same God, and time will come 
When those delusire Tapours, which obscure 
Their mental raj, will vanish into air, 260 

And they as eager fly to meet our love, 
As now they urge our hate : spare then their blood; 
Let thy superiour wisdom then blase- forth 
In all its wonted glory. When their troops, 
Overcome by all those evils that await 955 

Their lengthened march thro' Hudson *s rocky straits. 
Reach Saratoga's plains,, instant do thou 
Cut off retreat ; inclose their harass'd files ; 
And when gaunt Famine with her meagre jaws 
Stares them in front, and they lay down thdr arms. 
Spare then their feelings, see not thou the deed. ^61 
Thus will you show the future race of men 
How far superiour wisdom is to force, * 

And Freedom to her foes. Thus will you teach 
The lesson of forbearance, and of love, 265 

£'en to our enemy. O that it take 
Such deepened root within his haughty breast 
That he relent, and persecute no more i 



261. 8ee not thou the deed, — Upon the capitulation of Sara- 
toga, *^ general Gates ordered bis army to keep within their 
camp, while the British soldiers went to a place appointed 
for them to lay down their arms, that the latter might not 
have the additional mortification of being made spectacles of 
so melancholy an event" Encyclop, Brit, art. jimer. sect. 
302 ; Belshaniy ii. 320. See Ramsaif, ii. 54. 
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Haste tfiea^ begone ; and when fhy n^ork is done, 
R^oin our force* I, meanwhile, to the south 270 
To obserre Corawaliis, and maf Heaven's will 
Guide all 017 connsels and dii'eet my ways 1" 

ThM spake the ptoiis Chief, and prudent Grates 
Obey'd superiour prudence* O that man 
Would eTe^ thus reflect how dear is life 275 

Unto hi* feHow^iasan, whose fleeting soul 
When once it pass his lips, not all the gold 
Of eaat^ or western Ind ; not all the power 
Of all the proudest potentates on earth ;- 
Not all the skill of Wisdom's fa? our*d sons, 280 
Can for one momentary space recal 
Back to its pristine seat. O then that man 
Would eVer ponder deeply in his breast, 
Before his hand unheeded take away 
That which the Maker only can bestow ! 285 

If, ere. the blow was aim'd, a Toice were heard 
To exiclaiiD ; ^^ It is your brother;" terrour-struck, 
Would not the palsje$i blade shrink from the grasp. 
And fall unstain'd ? But are not all men kin ?. 
What then is war but rotirderous fratricide? 290 
War is not justified b»jt to defend 
Our rights, our Jaws, our freedom, and our God. 

Meanwhile i^e Briti.sh Clinton just retum'd 
From capturpS Charlebtob, and its vanquished Chief, 
And now eifpeictant of snpport had taken 295 

894. captur'd Charlestef, .?fc. — f>nera! Lincoln surrendered 
Charleston to sir Henry c linton and the British forces. May 
1780. Ramsay^ ii. 155. 



Cohunbi&'s Buddl« station, and tlMse watdi'd^ 

With iLe^aeit Tigilaoce hia waiy foa^ 

No soooef bad tha eipectod akl receiv'd 

Than as a^GJant, from loagMeepMfeihJd^ . 

Stialcliea bia mifjht/ ilmbi^ iiad proad ofi liitiaglh 

Rouses himseif to atftion, s>o tbecbial :> Xf% 

PaDts for ne^ gHorfi in thafidd »{ Udod^ 

And thus to Arnold poaca bis risia^iriath ; 

<< Brare,: iajurM Chiof! thou wbose .traasceadcil 

ifortb 
Thy ingrater eowi^vy spuras^ whose virtaaaa prido 
Disdains to^botrbofore an apatait race JOQ 

Of lawless rebels!; but who witer chores! 
The patlvof loyalty, and just, and right, 
Now show thy great pre-emtneaoe ; take, Jaad 
Our choicest troops to Tictory ; pour forth SIO 
Thy ample yeageanoe on thy ingrate foes; 
Remen^r Andre's blood ; and let thai nart» 
Which mid Gaaatdian swamps, and woods, and locks, 
Thy fortitude, and perseyerance gain'd. 
Still be thy own; Columbian Hanntbai 316 

Spares not his Romans ; let Virguiia, 
Where cursM rebellion lifts her proudest head, 



896. C^tkfiMa'smiMtestMtionj ^ci— Among other rtfiaforce- 
mente which sir Henry Clinton had receiv^ at New York^ 
was a body of 3000 Germans. Ramsay^ ii. !jJ65. 

303. Arnold — The reader may compare Rmmsay^ lU 195. 

315. Columbian Hannibal — Arnold had acquired the name 
of the American Hannibal by his arduous expedition into 
Canada. Ramsay, t. 235. 

ai6. let Virginia, ^c— See i2am«aj^». ii. 325-&; Ufeo/fF. 
Iv. 447.485. 
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Both know, And fee) that Arnold is her foe. 
Thut bek)|$ dolid, for nothing etn thy ami 
Long time wRhsfand^ th^vce OA Conn0<!ticQt MD 
thy resistless torrent; flrey and s word 
^"Mt the way befote thee, and perdiMMS^ 
-mr Of thy mighty name^ and deeds 
' ~3cal oar foe, and give to thee 
,9 and the meed to thwart his plans." 395 
" '^ t(>l[i spKke) abod Amotd thiu rdfrfied ; 
^ be mine ! By this right hand I swear 
. ne'er shall tarnisfh that great name' 
"rest perils, at the risk 

o ar to man, he hardly earned. 330 

" n! ki^Hrder calls aloud on me, 
Tei^eiwce ; be it then rcTeng'd. 
Nof tet the Indian tomahawk be spar'd^ 
VtkeSkQk thw hsUch^, let the war- whoop sound 
FroEb ^e dread Mohawks^ and the Genessees, ^35 
To where beneath the Alleghany snows 
The mirderous Crocks, aad Chactaws feast on blood, 
Sparing nor youth, nor sex ; and since oar foe 

320. on CtfJincrffcttl— See Life of W. iv. 532. 

332. he, it then Yevtng*d. — *^ Acnoid declared, in a letter t» 
Washington, that if Aiidri^^ •jiuffcred, he should think himself 
bound in honour to retali:ite. He also observed that fortjr 
lt>f the princtfAl inhabitants of Soutli- Carolina had ja§tly 
forfeited their lives, which had bitherto been spared only 
through the clemency of sir Henry Ointoo, but who ccmM 
no longer extend his merey if m^jor Andre suffered ( an 
invent which would probably open a sceife of bloiKishedy at 
which hnmanity must revolt/' Hamfa^f it. 200. 

338. Sparing nor jfouth^ 6fc. — Of ''the horrible tir«eltle« 
cbmmitted by the Indians, the reader may see «B aocomtt III 
EafMai^ ii. chap. |[tiii. and p. 87. 
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Clamours of freedom) and the rights of men, 
Set free the slates, give them their natural rights, 
They too are men, and place bat in their hands 341 
The arms of men, and thej to Washii^ton ' 
Will proTe their manliness : but lest perchance 
Some generous Chief, some Carleton, some Mac- 
bride, 



340. Set free ike ilavesr^hard DnilBiore *' had dedare^ all 
indented servants, ne^oes, and others, appertaining to re- 
bels, who were able and witling to bear anus, and wMi joined 
his majestjr*8 forces, to be free." Ramsmh >• ^^v See 259 ; 
and ii. 17*2 ; Life ofW, ii. 442. Compare Mr. BoTke's speech, 
Feb. 1778, udr/m<Mi,idi1.S51. ^ i 

344. name Carleton^ — *' Of the Indians in KSs service gene- 
ral Carleton bad made a Very sparing use, ^nd at the end of 
the campaign they were dismissed on a gc^neral promise of 
returning when called for. But it was believed that he had, 
in his dispatches to England, strongly re^monstrated against 
the employment of savages in any shape whatever In the 
further prosecution of this war." Belshain^W. 308. 

'* The reputation acquired by general Carleton in his mi- 
litary character— was exceeded by the superior applause, 
merited from his exercise of the virtues of humanity and ge- 
nerosity — he not only fed and clothed them (the sick left in 
the American hospitals in Canada) but permitted them 
when recovered to return home. Apprehending that feaT 
might make some conceal themselves in the woods, rather 
than, by applying for relief, make themselves known, be re- 
moved their doubts by a proclamation, in which he engaged, 
that as soon as. their health was restored, they should liave 
Iree liberty of returning to their respective provinces, &c.'* 
Ramsay^ i. 269. See ii. 282. 290; Life of W, ii. 427. See 
lord Shelbume's speech, Nov. 1777, Ahnon^ x. 23. 

344. some Macbnde^ — In the naval battle of Hodney and 
Lan^ara, near Cape St. Vincent, July 1780, the Spanish 
admiral in the Phoenix struck to captain Macbride of the 
Bienfaisant, whose crew was afflicted wjth a malignant small- 
pox. The captain, ** disdaining to convey infection even to 
an enemy — offered to permit the Spanish prisoners to stay on 
board the Pboenix, rather than by a removal to expose them 
to the small-pox, trusting to the admiraVs honour, that no 
advantage would be taken of the circumstance. The proposal 
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Some lenieot Campbell, too humane, and weak, 345 
Should by an ill-tim'd mercy thwart our plans, 
them that mericy to rebellious men 
"* eventual cruelty ; and guiU ' 
'-* punish'd saves the Innocent. 

lot war alone on which to place ^50 

"St trust, and confidence ; see where 
" ilUpaid, ilUfed, ilUcloth'd, worse armM, 
"autiny, and only wait 
- ^ /eti from hence. Their Tcry chiefs 
~ fternal, and internal ills, 355 

.««e substance spent, and all their hopes 
' when Britain with parental arms 

tMM cti«erti^]y embraced, and the conditions honoarably 
obijfnred." ' Ramm^/, R. «06. 

345. lenient CampheU^-*The moderation, prudence, and ba« 
manity of tbe Bri^sh colonel Campbell, in the southern states, 
are mentioned by the American historian with the highest ap« 
probation. See Ramsag, ii. 98. 287-8 ; Ufe of JV, iv. 65-6. 

348. /» hut eventual cruelty;—'' The zeal of the British 
ministers for rpdocibf^ tbe revolted coloniet was so violent, as 
to make them, io their excessive wrath, forget that their ad- 
versaries were men: They contended that in their circnm* 
stances every appearance? of lenity, by inciting to disobe* 
dience, and thereby Uicrcasing the objects of punishment, 
was eventual cruelty, in their opinion, partial severity was 
general b!iercy, aini: th«» only method of speedily crushing 
the ret^ellion was to envelop its abettors in such complicated 
distress, as by rendering their situation intolerable, would make 
them willing to accept the proffered blessings of peace and 
security." Ramsay, li. 26. See 102. 232. «7S. 276. A pro- 
clamation of sir George Colli vr and governour Tryoo declared 
^ the existence of a single hottse on the coast to be a striking 
monument of British mercy." BcUham, ii, 4t)5-6. 

854. Tfte signal given frqm'' hence. See the tempting olfers 
of general Arnold to ** unpaid sokHers, wKO were suffering 
from the want of both food and clothing, and to officers who 
were in a great degree obliged to support themselves from 
their own resources, &c." JtamMty, it 20S«4, 



Offers a pftrosNi's lore, and gr^nto i^r^st, 

Their wants, 4heir hopiea, their fears, their Ic^raltj, 

Smother'd but not ^ctiagaiflh'd, shali incile 36Q 

Compliance, and they willing shall Ketojra 

To meet your proffer'4 loTe with open arms • 

This then is my adrice ; let no aMresi, 

That either art, or artifice eaa frapu), 

Be wanting ; and, if Oinlon gire conseAt, $((f 

Arnold hUI instant tempt their chiefs, and mm 

With ^peeiotts reason, and more solid brifaie* 

Thus shall be wove a idonble net to ensnare 

Yon l^aaghty rebel, and his starving troops*'' 

Thus ^pake the wrath of Arnold, and to hioi 870 
Again the British Chief; ^' Brave Veteran ! 
Whether thy wisdom, or thy valour more 
Merits applause, is difficult for us 
Rightly to judge, since both In equa/ poise 
Are thus so nicely balancM r but no more 975 

Of words, Iest4hu6 perchance the publick weal 
Evien ourselves may injure; now to deeds; 
Thou to the post assigned, and if aught else 
Thy genius may invent to harm th(B foe 
]Be both the merit, and reward thy own." 380 

They ended parle, and haughty Arnold's soul 
Bent oq a do^ble vengeance, sped hjs flight 
To where Virginia, scarce from Leslie's arm 

ass. scarce from Leslie t arm ^c- — Major-general Leslie 
%9A b«en detached , from New-York to the Cbesap^ak with 
0000 nen, in oirder.to favour lord Corowallls'iS desii^ns on the 
•oathevn states : and after bis departure Virpnia was again 
invaded by geaircd Ariioji^. tfice Ramsa^y'u^^, 



RecoTer'd, ^nvirwtts f^Ued to sustilhi 
Havock^ jmd niise^ to irlii«b eiMUpar^ MS 

Its fonner JUS 'were 'tot ^aspovt' and plaj. 
iMeaodme^ Cot nwa}ti» ki the c^utberti elim* ' 

Had •■tet BO e^^ i ^^"^'^00^1^ 

Own'd him suprene; while thvo^ tieCavoiiwui 

His pro«d?iotori0»B'tPoopsiiwept«3l along * SOd 

Like a resistleBS torveat; eves Gates' 

WkeHf iproud of ^it^ry^ lie duatei bac^ 

His lengthened tTNvr^h fpcyHi Saratega's straSte) 

And fondly hO|](^(lie-terrottr>of bis name 

Would check his mighty foe, too soon perceir'd 395 

His £atal propr, and on Camden's plains 

Grave :a fresh chaplet to 4i8 rivaPs br»w. 

Tber% lpini?e.4e£alb! was shorj^ihjr fated iUu^^; 

Columbia long did mourn thee as her owfi ; 

Thou fought^ for fseedom, and for freedam diadst* 

Nor Crates Alone felt ^e resisdess arm 4Pl 

Of'Con(|iferhig#]^itonfl>: see where lanrell^ Greene^ 

F^eedopn's high-fa,yoiir'd sqn, Coluaibia's prop, 

Fields to superiour Rawdon ; Camden's plains 

Wiitness Columbians secood overtiipow. 401^ 

Here dauntless Tarleton^ flike Mjigdonides^ 

38ft. mhik ihro' the Carolimu ifc^lbe people biul i9r m 
tune *^ Ahftodoned all schemes of fimdier iresutatice. At 
^eanfort, Candea, Ninety- six, they j^nerally i«id down 
their arms, and submitted either as prteoners dir as subjeeta* 
— This was "followed 1^ an unusnal calm, and the British be* 
Ueved that the state was thoroughly conquered, &c." 
JB^mMiy, 11. 159. See 170. 

398. brave de Kaffr /— See above, b. i. ver. 310. 

.405* tecend overthrow, — See above,.b. i. Yer.3L7. 

4jP^« Toftkton^.Uko MygdotiideSf ifc^r^Qhatmbm^ Abe too of 
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Cloth'd in the hostile garb, and ornament^ 

Entraps his foe ; there with an eagle's stoop 

Pounces destruction upon Sumter's force ; 

While daring Prevost, Maitland, and Monmef 410 

Had yanquish'd D'fistaing, and Pulaski's might 

Here Simcoe, able partisan, lepeird 

The Taliayit Steuben, and with fire, «nd sword 

Spread ruin : there the noble Phillips brav'd 

La Fayette's haughty spirit, who saw with grief 41S 

Desertion thinning his impatient tr^^ps: 

While, further off, the British Diomed^i 



llygdon, who was the brother of Hecnba (ate Mn, ii. 348. S89) 
had, with his followers, put on the armoar of the GreelLS 
whom he had killed at the stormiBi^ of Troy ; and in like 
vanner colonel Tarleton with a party had assumed the naoie 
add dress of Americans, and passed themselves for the ad- 
vance of general Gates's army. See RamMy^ ii. 165-6. 
Colonel Tarleton surprised Sumter^s corps at Fishing Creek 
— ** and the whole detachment was either killed, captured, or 
dispersed/* /d. 169. 

411. B'Eitaing, and PitUuki-^By the asistance of that 
able engineer m^or Moncrief, general Prevost and colonel 
Maitland sucessfnlly defended the town of Savanah against 
the counts d*Estaing, and Pulaski, and general Lincoln; 
Ranuayy ii. 181-2. ^ 

418. Here £ltmcoe,^-Colonel Simcoe was said to be " one 
t>f the best partisans in the British service." life of W, iii. 
475 s iy. 447 >8. For an account of the expedition against 
Steuben at a place called The Fork, see Id. iv. 491. 

414. the noble Phillips ^c^The marquis dela Fayette was 
•bilged to retreat before generals Phillips and Cornwatlis. 
RamsatfjW.^M^. See Xl/e o/ ^. iv. 486. Desertion had 
become so frequent in La Fayette's army as to threaten its 
dissolution. LifeofWAv.48\- 

417. the Britiih JMamed ^r.— <^k>4ieral Grey, who had ac- 
quired the name of the " no- flint (general/* had surprised 
colonel Baylor's regiment of light dragons in a bam while 
they were in a profound sleep. Th<* British troops, ** refusing 
to give quarter, bayonetted for a time all they fell in with.** 
About 40 were made prisoners. ** These were indebted for their 
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Gave to hi3 filecpiog Ibes the dreamg of death. ' 
Last, tho' not least, the fierce St. Leger ray'd 
With Johoson^s savages, and those far worse 420 
Than savages, miscalled Loyalists; 
These hlack revenge, and fury, hot from hdl, 
Led on to deeds of madness ; fathers, sons ; 
Sons, fathers; and fraternal love, now ehang'd 
Into fix'd hate, point at their kindred blood 425 



lives to the humanity of one of Grey's captains, who gave 
quarters to the whole fourth troop, though contrary (as is said) 
to the orders of his superior officers." Ramsay , ii. 94-5. 
Ldfe of W, iii. 564-5. See Belahaniy ii. 379. Humanity would 
express a hope that this account is exaggerated ; and indeed 
some extenuation is derived from the circumstance of the 
attack being made in the night. 

419. the fierce St, Leger ^c — The detachment which was 
to proceed by the way of the Mohawk river was put under 
the command of colonel St. Leger. *' It consisted of about 
SOO British troops, a regiment of New- York loyalists, raised 
and commanded by sir John Johnson, and a large body of 
savages." Ramsay^ ii. 27. The cruelties committed by the 
Indians, and particularly the murder of the innocent and 
beautiful miss Maccrea, ** excited universal horrour," and 
^ instead of disposing the inhabitants to court British pro- 
tection, had a contrary effect." — " Their cruel mode of war- 
fare, by putting to death as well the smiling infant and the 
defenceless female, as the resisting armed man, excited an 
universal spirit of resistance." See Jb. 36 — 39. Of the 

Elunder and ravages committed by the loyalists the American 
istory is full. See Ramsay^ ii. 1 14. " A particular detail 
— would be sufficient to freeze every breast with horrour." 
Jb, 145. See 287-8. 293. '' It was the general opinion of the 
Americans, that the continuance of the war, and the asperity 
with which it had been carried on, was more owing to the 
machinations of their own countrymen, who had taken part 
with royal government, than to their British enemies. It is 
certain that the former had been most active in predatory 
excursions, and most forward in scenes of blood, and murder." 
Ramsayy ii. 308. 
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The dark assassfin's poniard. Gracious GoA I 

How long shall this coAtaurinated gtobe 

Escape thy justice ! Is it that misery 

Mutt point the ro^d to happiness and lore f 

Yes ! afid the time shall come when lore alone 450 

Shall reign triumphant, atfd thy name be bkfel 

By purer tongne^ u-pon a ivnless earlii. 
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Distresfies of the American aimy. Prayer of WashingtoD. 
The Goddess Liberty appears to him, and brings him conso- 
lation. Arrival of the French forces under Rochambean, 
and march of the united troops to York- town. Soliloquy of 
lord Cornwallis, and speech to his officers. His lordship's 
determination to defend Tork- town. Washington's address 
Id his forces. Death of colonel Scammell. 
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^ QW had the slovr-pac^d wain of sable night 
Ascended heaven's roid-steep, and in her train 
The starry host with all their glittering gems 
Spangled the expanse ; now was creation hush'd 
In the soft dews of sleep, all but the mind 6 

Of great Columbia's chieftain^ him no sleep 
But anxious care possess'd, and troubled thoughts 
How he might shield hb country from those ills 
Which now on erery side assail'd her round ; 
E'en in his rery camp disease had spread l(y 

So thick her noisome vapours, that he fear'd 
No efforts on his part could sare the rest 
From the grim jaws of death, and to these ills 
Were added mutiny, and discontent, 
Whose clamorous tongues pervaded all the camp: 15 
Nor wanted cause ; oft without food, or clothes^ 
Expos'd to all the inclemencies of sky. 
Nor day, nor night, nor season brought relief* 
E'en Congress' self unable to supply 
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The army's wants, was yet perforce impell'd 20 

To adopt such measures as necessity, 

Not pr^idence dictates, and increas*d tenfold 

The e?il thai was meani #a remedy. 

Pondering on these, and Farious other ills. 

Thus to the Almighty Bitng the hero pray'd ; 25 

" Almightj Power ! who on the human breast 

Didst from the first iiigrarf the sacred hrre 

Of thy celestial freedom, making man 

After thy likffNM^^ Off- J^ iir mercy »pare. 

Benignant Being ! in mercy spare our sins. 30 

Thou know^st how often, and how fervently 

My souf hath yearn'd for peace ; how oft essayed 

To stop the eifusion of the human blood ; 

Alas ! thou know*st how yain ; in thee alone 

I put my trust ; Oh f guide my erring thoughts, 3*5 

Teach me to know thy will, and to obey 

That witl when known, that tlius the path of r^Ht 

r 

81 . 2*4 mUpi smk metutti'eB l^0.^-*€afiipftfe Hie netieat far. i. 
ver. S75 ; and Ramsajfy ii. 222—5. ** In addUion to the di#¥ 
asters frdm short crop$, and deprecifiting money, disorder 
aa^ confusion, penraded the departHenti for siq^ljinf the 
army, Systenu for these purposes had been hastily adopted^ 
and were-veryinatlequate to the end proposed,*' Sec. lb. 188. 
See Life of W. iU. 40^3. *' Mistaking a real depreeiati4in of 
money for the extortion of avarice on the wants of the puh- 
lick, aa attempt was made, nndev the recommeiidatie» of 
Congress, to limit prices bylaw ; and this limitation,, if per^ 
sisted in, would onte moVe have produced a famine,"' &c. Jb. 
403-4. Seeiv. 24^7. S^.264r-lMwiifre WMhiogtonoem- 
plains of the defects of the State system, and the consequent 
waof of power iir Congress. •* I see one head gradimliy 
changing into thirteen. 1 see one array hranchinc^ialo thir*. 
teen ; and instead of rookmg up to Congress as the supreme 
controuliag pohoer of the United States^ consUltriiic them* 
selves 83 dependent on their respective states,"' &c* See 361^ 
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May Itad ta^tirtoO) kappiAes^ and tb«e. 

But if th^r jqslieQ Dtiifit. 9'er(ake o«r sins 

TI17 will^ Ommi^ai^nt I thy w01 be done.*' 40 

Thns prajr'd the dikf, /wIn^o tQ his raTisk'd €y^ 

A radiant C<ftrfn appear'd, wh^Ae iacid robe 

Flow'd to her feet, while all around was poar'd 

Ambrosial fragrattce ; and wttk Toioe dtfiue 

• 

Thus she addresa'd Colmnhia's pious ChleC ; 46 
^^ BeloTed Son ! Iky yirtaous prayer b heard, 
▲lid now hf Hearen's alUwise decrae I come) 
To shield Goinolbia from her lulmefous foes^ 
And by thy means to glre to Aiture men 
Freedom's eleraal booa ; the time shall oome ^ 
When e*en thy foes, who now with tnadden'd ire < 
Break the first precept of their heai enly gttide> 
And do themself«s to others what themaeLTea ' 
Wotild not be done unto ; the time skalL come 
When they with loudest roice, and gralitude 65 
Shali kail fair freedom's orh ; tkat orb once liseiik 
Shall never set, but shall eternal shine 
DifiTusing light, and lote throughout the world. 
Bqt CTils yet must pass, before that time 
That blessed time arriye, for happiness 60 

Lies up the steeps of patn. But now attend, 
While to thy gladden'd heart I pour fresh balm 
Of joy and comfort; Britain's haughty flag, 
That ml'd despotick o'er that element 
Which Heayen gare free to man, thus making power, 
And right synonymous, has daitd pro?oke 60 

Russia's great empress to defend the laws 



176 WASHItraTON, fiOOEVII. 

Of nature, and of nations : Neutral Powers 
Hare guarantied the rights of God and man. 
But this the least ; for mighty Loois hearst 70 

Columbia's plaints, and eten now>at hand 
His crowded squadrons, which by aid'diVIne 
Wrapt in celestial clouds hare pass'd the foe, ' 
Enter thy joyous havtos } greet them, Son ! 
With lore fraternal, and without delay 75 

Instant to York-town speed your troops combtn'd, 
And there again we 'U meet thee«*' Thus she spake, 
And yanish'd, bat by her empyreal gait 
Was known, confest the Seraph Liberty. 
O'erpower-'d the hero sank, and on bis knees 80 
Pour'd forth his silent gratitude to God. 
But soon was rous'd ; for lo! the trumpet's sound 
Joyous announced greats Gatiia^s^sonsarriT'd. 
Now had the morn thro' the eastern gate of 
heayen .>.(,/; 

Diffus'd her roseate beams, when Fayette's spirit 85 



68. Neutral Potters S^c, — On the armed neutrality formed 
by Russia, Sweden, and Denmark, in the year 1780, see 
Jtamsatfi il 209— 211; Life of fV. iv. 369. SIS: Belsham, iii, 
40-1-2. '' Let us (said lord I^nsdowne, an, 179*7,) endeaTOor 
to regain the good opinion of Europe, which we have lost 
by our pride and rapacity ; let i)s proclaim freedom to neu- 
tral nations ; and by thus recognizing the commercial liberty 
of the world, we should be the' first to profit by it.'* BeUhaniy 
vi. 359, 

70. mighty Louis — See book i. ver^ 362. 

85. Fayette's spirit — ^*' The marquis de la Fayette, whose 
letters to France had a considerable share in reconciling the 
nation to patronize the United States, was among the first in 
the American army who received the welcome tidings of 
the treaty. In a transport of joy, mingled with an effu- 
sion of tears, he embraced general Washington^ exclaiming ; 
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Brooking no equal in Colambia's cause, 

With eager haste to Washington condacts 

His kindred chieftains, mighty Rochambeau, 

The brare de Grasse, St Simon's noble fires, 

The yaliant Temay, and de Barras' skill, 90 

With that sage minister whose ardent zeal 

Had triumphed o'er Colambia's enemies. 

The prudent Gerard ; these with Chastelleux, 

Du Portail, Choisy, and some other chiefs 

Now met Colambia's hero, when in few 95 



' The kin j^, my master, has acknowledged yonr independence, 
and entered into an alliance with you. for its estabUsbmei^t' 
The heartfelt joy, which spread from breast to breast, ex- 
ceeded description. The several brigades assembled by order' 
of the commander in chief, their chaplains offered up pub- 
lick thanks to Almighty God, and delivered discourses suit* 
able to the occasion. A feu de joie was fired, and, on a pro« 
per signal being given, the air resounded with — * Long live 
the king of France' — ^poured forth from the breast of every 
private in the army." Ram&ayy ii. 63. 

88. Rochambeauy ifc. — The ' French troops, convoyed by 
marquis de Ternay, left France on the Ist of May 1780, un- 
der the command of the count de Rochambeau, but did not 
arrive at Rhode Island till the lOth of July following. See 
Ramsay, ii. 192. The count de Grasse with a French fleet of 
28 sail of the line entered the Chesapeak in August 1*781. 
The troops on board of this fleet were commanded by the 
marquis de St. Simon. Ih, 260. A French fleet of 8 sail of 
the line, under the count de Barras, entered the Chesapeak 
in the night of September Tth, 1781, at the time when ad- 
mirals Graves and de Grasse were manoeuvring near its mouth* 
lb. 261. 

93. The prudent Gerard, (or Girard) — He was one of the 
secretaries of H. M. C. Majesty *s council of state, and had 
been employed in the negotiations between France and Ame- 
rica ; afterwards he was sent as minister plenipotentiary to- 
the United States. Ramsay, ii. 65. 88; Life of W, iv. 20. 

94. some other chiefs — Among others may be named M» 
d*Estouches, who commanded the French fleet after th« 
death of de Ternay \ the baron de Viominel, &c. 

I 5 
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Thus spake LarFay^tle; " NoMd Waskkigtool 
Great Louis sends thee ald^ and toch a^ aid ; 
As Deeds no tongue of Fayette to applaud. 
The naioe of RoehambeaA who leads our troops 
To Tictory^ and freedom. Fame herself 100 

Hath made her own ; and these our noble kin 
Will on the field of battle prore their worth.'* 
** Fayette! ("replied the Chief), we greet them all, 
As brethren greet them ; Noble Rochambeau ! 
And ye brave sons of France ! our gratitude 106 
To mighty Louis passeth utterance ; 
Next to Our nature, and that nature's God 
We owe to him our freedom. Welcome all, 
Thrice welcome are ye brethren." Thus to him 
Great Rochambeau replied ; ^< Most noble Chief! 
Whose jety name is freedom, and whose cause 111 
The cause of God, and man ; we but obey 
The dictates of our hearts, when we obey 
Owr mighty monarch's will ^ that will declares 
That the whole power of Gallia's potentate 115 
Shall be exerted in Columbia's cause ; 
With her we '11 li?e as brethren, and oar li?es, 



108. Jfe Otoe to him onr freedom.-^Tha.t America was in a 
great measure 'indebted to France for her rank as a na- 
tion," was an opinion pretty general in the United States ; 
and indeed the patheticlc statement of their distresses, after 
the fall of Charleston, to the king of France, strongly corro- 
borated the opinion. See lAfe of W, v. 808, note ; Ramsay, ii. 
262. For the speech of Rochambeau, in answer to the ad^ 
dress of congratulation from the general assembly of the 
state of Rhode Island, and for tl^ circumstances attend- 
ing t|ie jnnction of the two armies, see Ramsay fii. 198-S. 



To her devoted^ mow await eommaiid 

Of thee Great Chiefiaaii ; ardently we hvtm 

To drive CornwaUis, and the British troops 120 

From the blest soil of freedom^ leadus, Qbief ! 

This instant lead us to the daring foe." 

Yet was he speaking, when the hosts conjoin'd 

Upsent a shout to the untyersal Lord 

That rang hea?en's joyous concave. Washington 

Gare instant sign of march, thrice blessed march, 126 

The cause of ceaseless good to future men, 

While Freedom's self, unseen by mortal eye, 

Made straight the way before them. Now had 

Fame 
With busy pinions to Comwallis sped 190 

Carrying the fatal news, and, as is wont, 
Had fill'd a less undaunted soul with fear, 
And aggravated phantasies ; but him 
No fea/s possessed, his British spirit disdain'd 
To fear a foe ; but as that generoos brute, 135 

Whose floating im^e stream'd before his eyes, 
When circled round by hunters, and by dogs. 
Lashes himself to rengeance ; so the Chief 
In his o^ might c^lected, pausing stands. 
And to his own great soul thus dauntless speaks; 
'^ If 't is the will of Heaven that Liberty 141 

Shall fix her standard in these western climes, 
Vain were resistance ; Heaven itself best knows 
That which is best ; but if 't is Fate's decree 
That proud Rebellion here shall bend her head, 145 
Our numerous foes tho' tenfold multiplied 
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Were but as dast ; onr/ate then rests abore, 
And if we are not wanting to ourselves, 
The British flag shall triumph o'er its foes, 
Teach them to spare their threats, and boast no 

more." 160 

Thus thought Cornwallisj and around him call'd 
His Tarious chieftains ; here brave Tarleton came, 
With mighty Abercrombie, Simcoe'rzea), 
Campbell, Dundas, and many other chiefs, 
All but brare Phillips ; his eyes Death had clos'd 155 
Thro' envy : Them Cornwallis thus address'd ; 
^^ Britons, and Heroes ! well do ye deserve 
The^ titles, and ye noble German friends \ 
Much to your valour do we justly owe. ^ 

Oft have we seen yon mid the battle's rage 160 

Plunging amidst the foe, and dauntless rush 
E'en to the cannon's mouth ; oft have we seetl 
That foe, confiding to a hasty flight, 
Speed to his woods, and fastnesses, to escape 
Your 'venging swords, while all his towns, and 

farms 165 

Have fallen the spoil of your victorious deeds. . 
Heroes ! the time 's arriv'd when Britain stands 



155. brave Phillips;-^** This distinguished officer, ivho hav- 
iog been taken at Saratoga, had been lately exchanged, 
and was appointed to be commander of the royal forces in 
Virginia,. March 1781, terminated his life in the May fol- 
lowing. At early periods of his military career, on different 
occasions of a preceding war, he had gained the full appro- 
bation of prince Ferdinand, under .whom be had served in 
Germany. As an officer he was universally admired.*' Ram^ 
toy, ii. 228 ; Uft of W. iv. 487. 
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In need of all 70a r valour : Washington 

Sunk) spiriflesS) fall'n, as a last resource 

Has call'd on Gallia's king, our natural foe, 170 

And proud rebellion has in Gallia's king . , 

Found a firm friend ; Gallia shall rue the daj 

She gare that friendship ; but be cheer'd, ye Chiefs^ 

Clinton has promis'd aid, immolate aid, 

And IMgby soon, and Graves, with Britain*s fleet 

Will rid the Chesapeak of those proud flags 176 

That idly stream before the vapouring gale. 

But now attend to these your ChiePs commands ; 

In the deep York which laves our northern front, 

172. Gallia shall rue the day—In the debate of March 17, 
1778, Mr. Jenkinson observes, ^ that the spirit of free in- 
quiry and the effects of an extended commerce^ have intro*' - 
duced a spirit among the French people that is wholly in- 
compatible with their government. ^Besides this, one bad efr 
feet of the zeal with which they affected to take up the Ame- 
rican cause, and which they now learn in earnest to have an 
affection for, has tainted their principles with a spirit of re- 
publicanism. These principles of liberty always diminish, 
the force of government ; and if they take root and grow up 
in France, we shall see that government as distracted and 
unsettled as any other." See Almon^ ix» 67. 

174. Clinton has promised aid, ^c. — ^*' Letters of an early 
date in September 1781, were received by lord Cornwallis ' 
(who had established himself at York-town in Virginia) 
from sir Henry Clinton, announcing that he would do his ut- 
most to re-inforce the royal army in Chesapeak, or make 
every diversion in his power, and that admiral Digby wa» 
hourly expected on the coast." Ramsay, ii. 260, 261. Another 
letter was afterwards received, " announcing the arrivalof 
admiral Digby with three ships of the line from Europe, and 
the determination of the general and flag officers in New- 
York to embark 5000 men in a fleet, which would probably 
sail on the 5th of October— that this fleet consisted of twen- 
ty-three sail of the line, and that joint exertions of the navy 
and army would be made for his relief," &c. lb* 268. 

179. In the deep York fife.—" York (or York-town) is a 
small village on the south side of the river which bears that 



Let all our fr^gatef^ and our sliipf of war 186 

Be safely moor'^ that that tke pass twixt usj 

And Glotter Paini opposed may be secnte ; 

That pointy braye Tarleton ! to thy Talonrous arm 

We now confide, let it be fortified, 

And both the mat's banks, with batteries, 185 

And strong redoubts ; but on our southern side, 

Where we seem most exposed, asd wbere the foe 

Wiii plan his chief attack, let neither art, 

Nor labour be fomid wanting, abbatis. 

Nor fraize be spar'd, nor hornwork wkh its ditch, 



name) -where the long peninsala between the York and ther 
James is only eight miles wide. In this broad and bold river 
a ship of the line may ride in safety. Its southern banlcs are 
high; and some batteries facing the Mater had been con- 
stmcted on them by a small corps of artillery belonging io^ 
the state of Tirginia, formerly stationed at this place. On the 
opposite shore is Gloucester Point ; a piece of land project* 
tug deep into the river, and narrowing it at that place, sa 
(hat it does not exceed one mile. Both these posts were oc« 
copied by lord CornwaUis, who had been assiduous in forti- 
fying them. The communication between them was com-- 
manded by his batteries, and by some ships of war which 
Uvy under his guns. The main body of his army (which 
amounted to about TOGO men) was encamped in the open 
grounds about York-town, within a range of outer redoubts 
and field-works, calculated to command the peninsula, and 
impede the approach of the assailants ; and colonel Tarleton, 
with a small detachment, consisting of six or seven hundred 
Aen, held the post at Gloucester Point." Life of W, iv. 
M7-8. 

186. hut on our sdutktirn gidc, &c — " The wrorks'erected for 
ibe security of York-town on the right, were redoubts and 
batteries, with a line of stockade in the rear. A marshy ra- 
vine lay in front of the right, over which was placed a large 
redoubt. The morass extended along the center, which was 
defended by a line of stockade> and by batteries : on the 
left of the center was a hornwork with a ditch, a row of 
fraize and an abbatis. Two redoubts were advanced before 
tHe left." Ramsay^ ii. 268. * 
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Nor strong fedottbt, nor battery, nor the lines. 

Of firm stockade ; the marshj deep rayine 

That guards our tight may yet require some art 

To streagtben it ; thb, and whatever else 

Seons to your wisdoms meet, be instant done. • 195 

Now to yoof {KMts^ ye Cbiels ! and let the word 

Be— Riite Blritannia, aad RebeUion emsh'd.*' 

Thus spd&e the brave Comwaliis,. and the Chiefo 

Hie to tlrair posts his orders to fulfil. 

And wait with silent fortitude the foe. dOO 

But now npreax^d upon the western hills 
Stream'd Freedom's ensigns, while the glearov steel 
Dazzles the distant sun, which then uprose 
With conscious majesty, and slackened cotirse 
To wake earth's incense, and behold a deed 205 
That sheds eternal blessings on mankind ; 
When thus Columbia's h^o to his troops; 
^^ Gmiils, and Columbians ! yon rising orb 
That with unclouded glory sheds the beams 
Of light, and love to man, must witness now 210 
Freedom triumphant, or'proud Despotism 
Forging eternal fetters ; 't is on joJ^y 
On you high chosen above the rest of men 
That Heaven has fix'd the doom, whether the day 
Of death, or Jife, shall rise upon mankind : 215 
Accept the high appointment ; be ye men ; 
Swear by the spirits of your noble sires. 
Swear by your God, that victory, or death 
Shall crown your efforts ; see the foe intrench'd 
Up to the chin now waits tike coming storm 220 
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Of Freedom's fury, and from Clinton kopes 

Fresh aid ; but that, Coltimbians ! be yours 

To a^ert by previous vietory ; aqd when 

Auspicious Hearen shall crown your noble deeds, 

Then let Humanity's blest office shine 225 

Triumphant in your breasts*" Scarce had he said, 

When loudest shouts of " Victory, or death," 

Torment the frighted air ; not louder shouts 

Were heard from Rome's brare reterans on that day, 

When, thro' parch'd deserts by great Cato led, 230 

They reach'd fair Leptis, half thdr numbers lost 

The spoil of horrid snakes; and how arriv'd 

On York->tow;n''s plains the friends of free-borii man 

Began the hostile trench, and coiinterwork'd 

By lines, and parallels the enclosed (oe ; 235 

Not unresisted ; Britain's warrionr chief 

Yielded to none in yalour ; every inch 

Was stain'd with blood ; nor had he then withdrawn. 

Despite of Simon's bravery, his troops 

Within his inner lines, but to obey 240 

Clinton's superiour orders, promising 

Digby's arrival with immediate aid. 

Nor thee, brave ScammcU! must the muse forgety 

234. and countencork^d 8^.— Compare Life of W* iir. 539, 
jfc. In the first rencounter tlie loss on the American side 
^ was principally sustained by the corps of the marqois de 
St. Simon on the left." 540. 

243. JVor Mec, hrave ScammelU — ^ The combined army 
halted in the evening, about two miles from York-town, and 
lay on their arms all night. On the next day colonel Scam- 
mell, an officer of uncommon merit, and of the most amiable 
manners, in approaching the outer works of the British, was 
mortally wounded^ and taken prisoner.^' Ramsat/f ii. 268. 
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Death saw thee with incautious step advance 
To trace the foe's proud works, and with sure aim 
Made thy frail, weak mortality his own. MO 

Columbia moum'd thy fate, and e'en thy foes 
Bewail'd, and euYied thy uncommon worth. 
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Soliloquy of Washington. Liberty again appears to him, 
and foretdls- fuimre peace and happiness s-^rfeco|itts>to him 
the* services sl^e has 'performed, at length removes from his 
eyes the film of mortality.^ Picture of the infernal host, 
floating above the Af^alachiaii Mioiu^tains* The shield of 
Satan. Preparation fdr battle! ' ' 
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Scarce had Might's harbinger begun to draw 
Her sable curtain o'er the y^t concave 
Shedding gray twilight, when Columbia's son 
Wrapt in sad thought forth issued from his tent, 
To yiew that terrein where ambition's rage 5 

Would premature send down to dusky death 
The souls of thousand warriours ; pondering deep 
The pensiye hero stood, and thought he saw 
Thick dews of blood impurpling o'er the plain, 
While clanging yultures seem'd to hoyer round 10 
Gorg'd with the blood of men. AwM hy the sight 
Thus to his mighty soul the hero spake; 
<< Alas ! how pregnant is the present hour 
With dark futurity ! Unhappy man ! 
Disturbed nature seems to wail thy lot, 15 

That born to reap the best of Heayen's gifts 
Thou shouldst subvert the intention of thy God* 
Whence all this madness ? Tigers wage not war 
With ravenous tigers; nor the spotted pard 
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Preys on his kindred spots; 'tis man alone 20 

Is to his fellow man the sarage brute. 
Him dirp aoibition, aiid4bex«i«d of i^olil ^ 
Impel to human murder; not content 
With what sufficeth happiness, he seeks 
That which promotes his misery.^ O Peace! 25 
How f cams m jr «aol f or thee ! ^ How <iift I^'tc itrM 
^ stop the effusion of the blood of man. 
And bless my c o BBitfy if f ith thy p i i r e l e li ghts ! 
But all in Tain ; ambition's lawless rage 
Forbids the joyful hope. But thou, -blest star ! 30 
That thii» witJi solemn imtjesty diffusetft 
Wide o'er the'siletit earth thy peatly beams, 
The type df heavenly Iotc I hear now my ^owt ; 
Should Hearen, and freedom aid my feeble arm 
And crown with yictory Columbia's sons, 35 

No haughty inselefiee, no proud ^isidahi, 
No black rerenge lor countless injufies, 
Shall chec\ my purpose, or pollittfe my soul ; 
But aH my past endeavours be renew'd 
Td stop the eyfls that «o long hare wbelm'd 40 

The human race with -woe, and give to man ' 
Peace and good. wtll divine. And thou blest Seraph! 
That erst Ffom Heaven descended, and didstdeign 
To call me son ; Oh! grant me heavenly aid, 
Firifil thy glorious promise, that the orb 45 

Of liberty once risen, ne'er shall set, 
Butshall eternal shine." Scarce had he said 
When freedoiii's Seraph burst upon his view. 
And in her hand she bore an orbed shield 
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Of 9tteh tnMMM»iidebt t^rigKinftiBs, that, tho' t^H^ 
Iii> thickeutt clotii, Hie «t¥oifgest mortal eye 5t 

CoulS Vkok support %t» ^g^ and tfaiis €ihe tfstke ; 
While sooiods eelesi^, and empyreal sweets 
Breath'd irovBd the enravifibM senses of the chi^ ; 
^ Beloved €bi^tfttn ! Freedom's chosen prop! 55 
Thy pious prayer Is heard, and HeaTen ordains 
That man no longer shall t)e made thte fiport 
Of pi^ottd amhi^OA, Irat ^at reitoOR^ Sghl 
Diyerg'd'fi»om western woods as from her c^tre, 
1^11 thro' the world restore the reign of peaces IK) 
But Iho' the time be short "ere tiiis decree 
Shall have full foreey yet is it mark'd with blood. 
The morrow's sun which -soon shall tinge the Mils 
With light ethereal, shall grow pale to see 
Th6 horrovrs of the day ; bvt these few hours 05 
Of misery overpast, ages of joy, 
With some short blood.staitiM interrals of eril. 
Shall bless mankind, and the first stone be laid 
Of universal freedom, peace, and love. 



67. Some short blood-stain* d intervals 8ff. — It is my firm 
persumion, deeply impressed, that wars wiH speedily be ex« 
tirpated from the faee of Europe ; this opinion ^vil), I kriow« 
afford rather a subject for ridicule than contemplation to those 
who measure the duration of time by the short, evane8Cf>iit 
space of human existence : but the world is yet itf its first 
sta^e of iniancy, the li^ht af reason ha« bat just begiui tn 
dawn, and one of its best effects will be to teach therisiag 
man, to study the happiness of his fellow-creatures, aind 
iiit> lonf^er be made the tool of folly or ambition. 

The effect of knowledj^e in uniting the Americans in the de- 
fence of their rights and liberties, ii well portrayed by J>r* 
RamsayyU. 321. 
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Hail then, thou chosen Chief! thou blest of men!- 

Fulfil the will of Heaven, and-give to man 71 

The life that Heayen ordain'd him at his birth.'' 

Thus spake Seraphick Virtue, and the Chief 

Instant the Seraph knew, and thus replied; 

<< Celestial Spirit ! Beloy'd of God and man 1 75 

I know and feel thy power, nor will delay 

One moment to fulfil the will dime. . 

With thee my guide, and shield, not all the earth 

Risen in arms shall chill my heart with fear, 

Or stop the daring progress of my ann." 80 

Thus spake the chiefs and Freedom thus again; 

.<^ XiOng have I loy'd thy zeal, long time admir'd 

Thy yarious yirtues ; midst the battle's rage 

Oft haye I seen thee with a whirlwind's force 

Bear down whole columns of the opposed foe ; 85 

•And yet as oft amid sulphureous smoke. 

And whizzing death, haye I perceiy'd thy soul 

Pause on the well-fought field, and plan thy thoughts 

Into new being. In the cabinet 

Kings haye admirM thy wisdom, for thy brow 90 

Crown'd with the choicest gifts ofyouth and age, 

In years scarce mellow'd but in judgement ripe, 

E'en from thy bitterest foes hath claim'd respect : 

'T is there Deliberation joys to sit, 

While Wisdom, join'd with Genius, hand in hand 

Play round their Chieftain. These thou ow*st to me ; 

I am thy great auxiliar, and thy shield. 97 

Midst all the dangers of the battle's rage, 
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Mktst vf^tern wcMfe, and IndiMi t^malia^ks, 
Mitist d6ep^pt^titiM'atiYbosdA<l^ a;nd icy fk-a^ds, 106 
Midst Apaiadiian soow^ mid treachery, 
Disease, and^fatnine, have I stood thy friemlv 
Oft have I turn'd the leadeti death aside 
Unseen by thee, and thu» presery^d a life 
On which the fate of miliioiis yet bnborn 106 

Depends for froedoin's biasings; ^ven AoW 
Thy grettlesi; earthly ^oes, lon "vrkom^loiie 
Britain's best Imi^s dopi^dieMl, mre thro^ end 
ILarM by Eustatkiiis^ goM, and stridken blind 



99. Midit W08t€rn woods^ 5^f.-^8ee) notes, bi>ok 1. wfr» !^Ti 
260, &c. 

109. tustathius' ^oldf—the island of 8t. Enstithlns "was 
taken by sir George Rodney, and general Vavgliao ia F^b* 
1781. ** The wealth accuinuYat^d in this barren spot was 
prodigious. The whole island seem^ to be one vatt ttiaga»> 
zine. The store-houses were filled, and the be^cfa covered 
with valuable commodities. These alone, on a taioderatfe 
calculatioli, were estimated to be worth abov^ three iniUioiiB 
sterling. AH this property, together with what was found 
on the island, was Ind^scriAiiiHiie^y Seized anddt^tareA tob^ 
confiscated," &c. Ramsay, ii. 216. " The Dutch West India 
company, many of the citizens of Asr.sterdam, and several 
Americans, were great sufferers by thecaphireof- this inland, 
and the confiscation ot all proi>erty found therein, which 
immediately followed ; but the British merchants were much 
more so. These, confiding in the acknowledged neutrality of 
the island, and in acts of parliament, had accumulated there- 
in great quantities of Wetit-India ^>roduce, as well as Euro- 
pean goods. They stated their hard case to admiral Rodney 
and general Vaughfin, and contended that their connection 
with the captured island was under tlie sanction of arts of 
parliament, and that their commerce had been conducted ac* 
cording to the rules and maxims of trading nations. To ap- 
plications of this kind it was answered ; that the island was 
Dutch, every thing in it wits l)uteh, was under the protec- 
tion of the Dutch flag, and as Duteh it should be treated.'* 
lb, Std. After mentioning the numbers that were reduced i^ 
iodigeoce in consequence of sueb proceedings, the historian 
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Know not or friends/ or foes, but there consdme 

In barbarous wantonnesif that precious time 111 

Which else had sar'd a kingdom. These and more 

Columbia owes to me, and now I 'm sent 

By Heaven's high mandate to assist thy caase, 

The cause of G6d and man ; and in much need 115 

Thou stand'st of heareu]y aid, for Uia not man 

Thou hast alone to combat, but all Hell 

Is risen in arms against thee, and now floats 

In mid expanse, o*er Apalachian snows, 

Cloth'd with Infernal horrours; but^ear not, 120 

For Liberty 's thy friend, and with this shield 

Of heavenly temper ever guards her sons." 

This said ; the seraph breath'd ambrosial breath 

On the euravish'd chief; instant his limbs 

Imbibed celestial vigour, and his eyes \%b 

DroppM the thick film of weak mortality. 

O may the Muse receive such heavenly aid ! 

For hard It is for mortal to describe 



observes ; ** The friends of humanity, who wish that war was 
exterminated from the world, or entered intu only for th^ at- 
tainment of national justice, must be gratififd wiien they are 
told, that this unexampled rapacity was one link in the great 
chain of cavses which, as hereafter shall beexplained, brought 
on the great event in the Chesapcak, which gave peace to 
contending nations. While admiral Rodney and his officers 
were bewildered in the .sales of confiscated property at St. 
Eustathius, and especially while his fleet was weakened by a 
large detachment sent off to convoy their booty to Great Bri- 
tain, the French were silently executing a well digested 
scheme, which assured them a naval superiority on the Aroe- 
rican coast, to the total ruin 6f the isritisb. interest in the 
United States." lb. 217-8. Compaie lb . 26S; and Lijf^ of W, 
Iv. 5^. 
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That which beyond the sphere of this poor world 
Is only to be known. Scarce was his sight 130 
Purg'd from its dross, when all the mfernal host, 
Floating in dJepih immense twizt earth and sky, 
In all its horrours burst upon his yiew : 
Astounded stood the chief, and turn'd his eyes 
T'ward his seraphick guide, who smil'd a smile 135 
Inefiable, and thus dispeit'd his fears ; 
<< Well may thy mortal ^enscs feel alarm ^^ 

At ail those horrours which now strike thy t 
"When e'en celestials, arm'd with heavenly aririb. 
Long time withstood them doubting victory, 140 
And feared that heaven itself had gone to wrack. 
But now by much-accumulated sin. 
And long sojourn in hell, and above all 
By the decrees of Heaven^ their power to harm 
By open forfce is gone, and nought remains 145 
But empty show ; tho* yet by fury blind ' 

And mad despair, they urge their hastening fate, 
Despite of all the signs of heavenly wrath, 
And that scorched omen, which is there uprearM 
Close to the blood-gorg'd Moloch. Hence let fear 
Be banish'd from thy breast, for Fate forbids 151 
Their arms to hurt mankind. Thence turn your eyes 
T'ward their infernal chieftain, in his front 
Pretending hope and joy, while deep despair 
Preys on his tortur'd bosom ; so bad oien 155 

Oft to promote the blackest purposes 
Against their fellow-men, wear on their brow 



I 
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The hollow smilei of ilMbseoibled love 

While their hearts rankle with maiioiauB ire. 

But see where Sa(9in> in thick darkneas wrapt, 160 

Far 'bo?e the blasted Apalacbiaofl floats, 

Arm*d with his horrent shield, and glittering spear. 

And tho' he kqows his fate^ yet in that fate 

Premeditates the downfall of oiankind." 

She spake; the hero turned, and back, oghait, 165 

Re4.'ird at sight of that tidananthie orb, 

Wbpsj^ broad circumference of horronrs ghu'd, 

Like a nocturnal meteor scaring men. . 

On its huge boss, a fast and solid rock, 
Sat dreaded Demogorgon ; and around 170 

Pursuit and Flight, and Fear, and Uproar wild. 
And dire Confusion, mixM with fiends from hell, 
Whose names the Muse disdains to bring to light. 
Here too was laughing Sin, and stalking Death, 
And FaiTiine, grinding her insatiate teeth, 175 

With meagre Poverty, and brutish Force. 
Here Tumult blazM, and Slaughter, and black Fate 
Prowling, for blood of victims newly slain. 
Here Discord, trampling on the human mind, 179 
Urg'd men to war, while pallid Darkness, crowa'd 
With dust, and tears, and blood, inwrapt the whole. 
And in the next vast circle rose to view 
The infernal host warring against the Iligh'st. 
Here flamiug darts in countless multitudes 
Vaulted all heaven with fire, and underneath 185 
The bristliog myriads met in coniiict dread« 
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Here shield with shield, hdmet with helmet: clashM, 
Here angei E^ock'd with angel, spear with spear, 
And all wa» clangour, discord, rage, and din. 
Not far from these was seen the host of hell 190 
Training their devilish engines, here their chief 
Scoffing with Belial watch'd the dire effect ; 
When in an instant all the ethereal sky 
Madden'd with furj, and the chained bolts 
MowM down wh^rfcJegisBs-rjrThd^angelick host ; 
Foul rotit^ff^ed) and all heaven's pavement flow 'd 
Wiih bectaroos ichor, sneh as bleeds from Gods. 
And next appeared huge rocks, and woods, and hillS) 
ERCOimtering in mid sky ; here uproar rag'd 
And dire confusion, there the horrid Moloch, 20CX 
Like a mad Thyad with the Grod en rapt, 
Rolling his slaiighter-flashing eye-balls round, 
Rav'd out hi» hnpious blasphemies', and swore 
That heavea should go to wrack. And eext to 

IhesCj 
In separate divieion, blaz'd to yiow W5 

The ancient Cronus, imprecating curses 
Agsnnst his rebel son, the thundering Jove, 
Who hurPd his parent with his Titans down 
From highest hearen into the pitchy depth 
Of Tartarus; where iron hinges grate ^10 

O'er brazen thresholds ; there is outer dark. 
And storm and tempest, and the realm of night, 
Where Sleep and Death havefix'd their drear abode, 
As far 'neath hell, as hell 's beneath the sky. 
Here the gigantick sons of Heaven, and Earth, 315 
Struggled for air, and sun^ in dreadful gloom ; 
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While sage Prometheus, with his mother Themis^ 
Stood counselling the great Saturnian Jove ; 
But soon repents his counsel, ingrate Jove, 
Like human tyrants, now disdains his friend, 220 
Kicks down the ladder whence he moufits aloft, 
And laws, and justice tramples 'neath his feet : 
See now the benefactor of mankind, 
Who taught them first to use their eyes, and ears, 
Doom'd in his turn tH« tyrant's wrath to feel ; 22* 
See where tho' chaio'/d to rugged ScythiaU rocks 
He braves the thunderer's ire, and scornful te^ts 
The cringing Mercury, that he dares his t>olts ; 
'^ He cannot kill me," spake the enlightened sage, 
^^ Prometheus is immortal:" scarce he said, 230 
When ti^imbling earth, struck by the forked light. 
Opened her yawning jaws, and deep inyoh'd 
The dauntless hero midst the sinking wreck. 
Next unto these a giant brood was seen. 
Threatening the heavens, and piling with vast toil 
The Alps on Apenines, and up both up-rolling 236 
The raging ^Etna, and its sister Fire, 
With ail their rocks, and woods, and waves, and 

flames* 
And in the next division blaz*d to sight 239 

Horrotirs which scarce the Muse herself could count. 
Or chieftain's eye, tho' purg'd of earthly dross, 
Could plain distinguish, such, so great the blaze ; 
Here perjur'd Gods were seen in dreary trance 

217. Whilt tagt Prometheus, 8fc. — See JE^chpluSy Prom. 
217 ; and compare Wer. 235—8. 447. 478.^. 1061, of the 
same patriotick drama, for an illustration of the subiequcnt 
passages k 
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Punish'd for breach of oath on sacred Styx : 

Here too were kings, sunk in the lap of ease, M5 

Sleeping profoundly, while their ministers 

Removed far from danger and from toil, 

Halloo the dogs of war, and roar aloud, 

^Harock, ye sons of earth, havock, and blood!' 

Fools! not to know that havock, echo-like, 250 

Returns upon its authors. There were kings, 

Distrusting those, who most deserved trust, 

Their genuine friends, their people's firmest hope^ 

And placing all their confidence in men. 

Whom gaunt ambition, and the love of power, ^ 

Have taught so to contemn the people's love, 25S 

That surest prop of power, that they at last 

Unable to retrieve their countless faults. 

Or save their country from impending fatc^ 

Hail ruin as their good. And near to these 360 

Were racks, and wheds, and superstitious fires 

Of heathen-imitating monks, and priests, 

With human victims slain to human Gods. 

Next Satan's own fell deeds in happy Eden. 

Here lay the fiend close to the ear of Eve, 265 

Whispering soft disobedience id the will 

Of Adam, and her God; she with bold hand 

Plucks the forbidden fruit, and eats thereof 

With wanton eagerness, then gives the man. 

Who thro' despair doth take; what could he else*? 

For what is man unblest by female charm ? 271 

A solitary nothing. Now they joy 

In luscious waatoimess, and guilt, and sin, 
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While Sataa lalighaaskaaeeb. ^Salsftary aajs, 
Sung hy" the immoHiai Mittoo^ Brilaiii's Eye^ W^ 
And next lo «thesc a)>pear'd a. dreadful sight, 
A city pIundterM by the baH>ar6us foe. 
Here were the awful temples ^ the Gods 
One horrid blaze of Nglkt; the G^ds. themsclVes 
Deserting their abqde tkro' gaitt of niad. S8Q 

Here from the lofty roofs, and batttenwnta, 
Were frantick mothers with Ikeir iolant bo^iMBBi 
PLuiigiiig to death, tx> escafw from serfitude, 
And what is woorse thatt death;; Sere aged sire^ ' 
Whose hoatty locks had raov'd the heads; ol hroles^ 
£^^n attheaftalr's Tain'soeurUfy ~ %B& 

Transpl«w'd by hostila s,teel'; (heir headless trucks 
Thrown on their bleeding? sons^; while tkcij^ own 

doga ; • 
Ita^aious, were ghiiting! ill thd&4Q9sttB8' blMM}« ilffiS 
Here prayors, and q9th% amd dDeadfblT claslr of anoA^ 
And hollow^soiin^ oi hQo&^ tluqk cifi^g*d:witkg6re j 
Here rape, and rarpino^ pillage^ ali oombcn^d. 
With horvtd; dafkilMB^ and the* gfieaoiSi of steel ; 
While lurid speetresi ghiiicM thvonj^ut the air^. 
And clam'oursij^briek^, and oma iivral^Wd the wholes 
And iii>the last coniipartmeat'blarz^^iiaftir '^96 

NatureV?ast, awfulf uni^^ersal^wveel:; 
Here all the fissured^ eat tk w itii dre9d6il oradi 
Diflforg^d froa» yAMiog craters sisiphua^a fi^e^ 
H^e floafingi^hiniites^Mi the Kqatd^ma^ 906 

Roird horribly ; tKeve^adibod^d oceaiK faeaii^ > 
His billow^r.-mpoivrs,. ^cidt^&ii? muane^yt^ 
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Strives with his sister eleraental fire, 
Blotting'the orb of day ; while thro' the air 
Heayen's wratfafaltriimpet up to judgement calls 
The souls of men ; here Tari^ted Vice, .906' 

And EMI now confessM their darkest deeds. 
Quaking with horroOr ; here pale Despotisni 
With all its crtnging minions trembling stood 
Waiting the awful sentence — ^ Go, ye curs'd, 510 
To eyerhutii^ fire ;' that instant hell 
Opes its widiff jaws, and all the infernal host 
Greet the throng'd advocates of crime, ahd sih« 

Such was the Gorgbn* shield of Hdi's Archfiend'; 
And Tound the outei* orb,' thick sulphurous flames' 
In curling billows roli'd, a sea of fire. 316^ 

Satan within these terrours deep ingloota'd, 
Sat like the shades of nighty his^wful head 
Crown'd with the hdm^i and nodding: plumbs of 
fate; 319' 

While borrow'd lightning play'd before his face, 
And Belt- wrought thunders rattled round his car. 

The hero ss^w, and scarce sit length restored 
By his angelick guide to reason's light,.. 
When grisly Terrour in the ribs of Death, 
With teeth of naked steel, on his pale horse 325 
Sat grinning slaughter ; in his train were seen 
Vultures, and howling dogs, and ravenous wolves* 
When thus thechiefiain ta his hsj^veply guide; 
, *^ Take me, O take me from this scene of* woe! 
Thou know'st how mnch my soul hath yearn'd for 
peace, 

K 6 
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How much it longs to snap the tilted spear, 331 
And giTe to snffering man |he balm of rest." 
^^ And man shall have that rest, (the seraph cried,) 
But Fate must be fulfilled, and virtuous men 
Compeird to do those things their soul abhors. 335^ 
But haste, convene thy chiefs, for soon the foe 
Prepares for battle ; and once more reflect 
That Freedom is thy friend, and while thy heart 
With virtue dwells, will ne'er forsake thy cause/ 
And see, the sword of Michael waves aloft 340 
In middle sky, while Victory, and Success, 
With outspread pinions float above thy tents. '^ 
The seraph said, and join'd the heavenly choir ; ' 
Not could Columbia's chieftain thus forbear; 
^^ HaiU Heavenly Mission} Since 'tis so decreed 
For man to suffer, that his race may gain, 34^ 

I make no longer pause, but hast^- to obey 
The will of Fate, and crown the work divine.*^ 

835. CompeWd to de tjc,—^ Sir;* said Washingion one day 
to a foreign gentleman, '* I observe you wish me to speak of 
the war. It is a conversation I always avoid. 1 rejoice is 
the ettablishment of the liberties of America ; but the time 
•f the struggle was a horrible period, in which the best men- 
were compelled to do many things repugnant to their na- 
tore." New jinmal Reg. 1800,. p. 197. 
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Washington's address to his troops. Battle of York-town. 
Tw<l.9iitlsliifdoobt8 taHeii bj assault- C^Ioniel. Hainilton. 
Lord Comwalliff's speech to Abercrombie,*-with the reply. 
Abercrombie's successful sortie, — with his q^eches to his 
troops. Bravery of tlie 9ritSsl|. . ^ 



WASHINGTON^ 

L 1 BE R T T R E S T O R E D: 



Unbarr'd the gates of heai^ea, J9ad led Iher Momi. 
Fonl^^fk'oine his easiesn ^hiuaaber^ likA a Ged^ 
To bless with heavenly light the sons of mm^ 
When great Golombi^s chief wilhoul^ delaf . 9 

Conrcn'd her chosen gaasdians^ audi allies* , . 
£|greJjaureiif'..aaUeairdoui^ Taliant ILnoz,; 
BmittcSteBben^ Butler^ and Viomiiiel, . 
Nelson, and; Weedooi^ Noatlle,Hamilto|i^ 
With tbeferbhure chiefii whetni! olt theor^Mmb ibm 
nam'd^. 19 

And Freedom will ncoord ; these^ nodri conven'd^ v 
Coliukibia's «Me£ ipith spendif >words addfesaHl^; 
While aroiiiMl tlicidiicle peaiD*d; tfae;tlii)ongit«giiia0j)S( j 
<< WaividittFBi 'Avengemof .youn Cilantrjrls itv<Hi§8 $ 
Heroes ! wliain<.Traiit»ii hath!iiiiiftteializ?d; 11 

VIcton of Samtof a 1 ^hont norrmamt^ 
Nor cold, mofffiMioe^ norliBor.ti^tbfaQifbflS' ; 
With all lMplioaiM*^iM[»>u»'^nI^ 
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From the great cause of justice, law, and right ! 
And ye, brave Frenchmen ! on whose laurell'd brows 
Triumphant Victory joys to bold her seat; 21 

See the blest hour arri^'d, when all our woes 
Must end their earthly comsse : ere yonder orb, 
Whose roseate beams just tinge the eastern sky, 
Shall be full risen, the ngn of blood is raisHl.' 25 
Soldiers ! the spirits of your noble sires. 
Who sought for freediMB^a a wUdenMM, 
Now hover over you, their favour'd sons. 
Revere their sterling worth ; revere your own ; 
Act from y^ur own exemplar, and bike shame flb 
Not' only not to equal, but excel > 

That which yourselves have done. The hour is 

struck ' • 

ijlf vengeance to our foes; the hour is struck 
Of renovated liberty :to man. . 
Soldiers ! on yoii depends your cbnairy's late ; l 39 
Your rights, your laws, your freedom are at stake; 
Your wives, your children, parents, all that men^ . 
And freemen hold' most dear, depend on you* 
This is no common conflict, and dema^s 
No common efibrts, but I speak lo men . 40 

Whom conquest now awaits ; whopi^e^h itself, 
Whidi' ofl^ner sti:ikes fiic coward Ihaa the brav^ 
Meeti theni onarmM with terrours, /when it mseU * 
Fighting for freedom in their country's GkHis0 : 
Show now that eoontrj that your ancient fame 4^ 
Shines undimiaish'd, and !when>solid peace : ^, 
Shall crown your glorious acts, and we obtain •■, . 
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Our rank amid the nations of the earA, 
Then shall your grateful countrymen exclaim 
With pointed finger^ as they see you pass, 60 

^ Of freedom's first defenders that was one.'" 
Scarce had he paused, tiian as when boisterous wi&da 
Impel the curling billows oi the deep 
Against proud Portland's long-extended bank^ 
The shore no sooner feels the surgy lash, 55 

Than wide o'er ether spreads the echoing roar ; 
So now such loud^ such long, incessant shoots 
Burst from the eni^ptur'd host, that earth, and sky 
In one applauding tumult seem'd combin'd. 
^' Give thedread sign, great chieftain ! Giyeihe word;'* 
Was one united, one repeated shont» 61 

The hero saw, nor longer had he eheck'd 
His ardour-breathing troops, whose horrent ranks . 
Bristled like ocean to the western breeze, ! 

But that the foe, whose British spirit disdain'd 65 
To wait attack, had now commenc'd the war. 



51. * Of freedom's Jint defenders ^fc.—- Bonaparte's ^ner- 
jpetick proclamation to bis soldiers, issned at Milan, May 
1796, concluded in these words ; '* You will then return to 
yoar homes, and your fellow-citizens will say, showing you. 
This man was of the army of Italy.** Com])are also hfo 
spirited address to his soldiers after the victory of Castiglione. 

** Happy, thrice happy," said Wa^ington, ^* shall they be 
pronounced hereafter, who have contributed any thjng, who 
nave performed the meanest office, in erecting this stupendous 
fabric of freedom." Ufe^ of fV. w. 666. 

66. had now commenced the tvar, ^c. — '* On approaching 
the lines a sharp skirmish took place, which terminated un^* 
favourably for the British ; after which they remained under 
cover of their works^ and the blockade sustained no Airthier 
interruption." lAfi of W. W. 539. Compare iR«fiisa^^ii'.?68-9.' 
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And to his soRowWigejresft crowd of friends^ 

Bearing their' wontMled: oomiladed ^in? their- arm^^ 

Fdss'd with their groaaiDg buvthens^ while the roa^ 

Of dist&ht eamton Joud) . and londeff ^ty 70 

IiMmas^dajioiihis^ears, anditiie( thick anidke 

Roirdits BulphafeiDnift Toifiarea to thflf shdeSi 

So when Cdlonlbiatr Niagara, swoia 

By melted snows, and pourings rains^ roUsdowtif 

Its rapid: horronrs o^cv e^anded roeks* 75* 

Into tbvdeeflaikfssf <whiie all the ^Vv' 

Chlnrg^wtlfaith^'sitrgiBgr^atMKini^. dim# the^ sntt ;; 

This when the^wanderingc'thnvUerhearB. from far' 

In th0vdaq[)'gioem of lxNiga«xtendad' wooisy 

A^ first his ear p6rcci?<^'ther hollow sDiind 8G 

With little obterratfob^; till again 

The; Tsedogi wnids^^ aided by shorten^d'spaeey 

Bring it with incnta»!dt iavyy and atriasi 

HIb eyiesraflid ears^^ and feeIh]g8(aikco»fas?d: 

Blend ini the cominoni hnrvour ; boi theiobief 85 

Gaz'd on the rising storm , and scarce restrained 

His tropps* impetuous ardour, who, ioflam'd 

With, more than' common wrath' for sianghD^'d^ 

friends,. 
W!th-diffl'<mltjr trait tte sign of blodd-; 
But this; no sooner gtv^^n, they r«sh^ they fly, 90 

Mix in the carnagei and coireague witK death. 
And now the dreside^ 'parfedldsrol^ wal*^' 



9^ thi dread$d parallels^Sfit,-^* Oa^ th^ 9lh- ao^ lOtb of. 
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Open'd their Ihroated thunders^ .aint the: storm 

Raf'd to fiiU fury : as when thceatenitig doads' 

With heav'n^seUotfick frai^ht,. a&d mutual ire, 95 

Dar)(ieo the lo^lao cwe^n, when the change 

Of moDSQOii winds disturbs great nature's fiow^ 

Urg'd by the eaiitern, or by wefltern blasts 

They join in horrid conflict, and the roar 

Of pealing thunder, and the forked fight 100 

Madden the sea, and sky, and all is lost 

In one confusion v^st, fire, water, air; 

Should some f^te^- freighted vessel, bound for Ind 

l^ith gold^ the citrae of intellect on board, 

Readi\the»ithAiQ terrour»^ neither powV, nor art, 

Avails them aught, but straight, the^vivtd fire 100 

Rents the thin oak^ and pours in watery death; 

So rag'd the korrotirs. of the field of blo<Ni« 

Here,nitcod t^Miader roll'd along the plain, 

An^ vibrat^ thro' hearen^s ethereal rank,. 1 10 

While trembling Apalachiaa^ hurl'd the soitod 

To frightcn'd ocean, and old ocean's fears 

Re-h urrd: ten trembling A puiachiatiSi 

Here sulphurmis lightning, and the gleam of steel 

Glane'd through the lurid smoke ; and iron fate 115 

Fellj like the snows of heav'n, till wearifed Death 

G0i^'<i, tho^ un^satisBed, sat down for rest. 

Aad should perchance some momentary space 

teries : they kept up a brisk and well-directed fire from beav^ 
cannon, from mortars, and howitzers. The shells of the 
besiei^ers reached the ships in the harboar, and the Charon of 
44 gfMns and a transport ship were burned." Ramaaif, ii. SOdl 
Life 0/ fV. biO. 
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Relax the throated engines' horrid roar, 

There piercing cries, and groans of dying men, 1^ 

There dbasts of victors o'er their vanquish'd foes, 

There neighing steeds wailing their loss of limbs, 

Guiltless, yet suffering for the crini^es of man ; 

These all, where any interval prevails, 

Transpiece the murky air ; and miji'd with these 1^5 

Are prayers, and tears, and vows, and useless oaths^ 

And then anon the clarion shrill is heard 

With the loud trumpet, and the hollow dram ; 

While York's plain flows in fratricidal blood : 

Such and so great the terrours of the field. 130 

Mean-time the chieftain, where the batde rag^d 

In fellest fury, there his awful frpnt 

Blaz'd like a meteor, while the grace divine 

Shone round his form majestick, and his arm 

A treble blade seem'd wielding. But the Gauls, 135 

Je&lous to be outdone in freedom's cause. 

Shot through the plain their lightning gleam of 

arms. 
Greeting mid danger : and Columbia's son, 
Who saw with joy this emulating, spirit 



139. Who saw with joy 6fc. — *^ Reciprocal esteem, and a 
spirit of emulation between the French and Americans, 
bieing cultivated with great care by the commander in chief, 
the siege was carried on with unexampled rapidity. On the 
night or the 1 1th the second parallel was opened, &c. — The 
three succeeding days were devoted to the completion of 
the second parallel, and of the batteries constructed in it; 
during which^ the fire of the garrison, who, with inde- 
fatigable labour, had opened several new embrasures, be- 
came more destructive than at any previous time." Life q/ 
W, iv. 54i. 
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'Twixt the two riral nations, now designed 140 

To give it fullest force. Far to the left 

Two strong redoubts by British prowess fonn'd, 

Flank'd and impeded his progressive toils ; 

These to possess by storm at every risk 

Was his hx^d. purpose^ and agunst the one 145 



142- T»o strong redoubts ^c.— •" The men in the trenches, 
were particularly annoyed by two redoubts^ advanced three 
hundred yards in front (on the left) of the British works, 
which flanked the second parallel of the besiegers. ' It was 
ikecrasary to poss^M thefte redoubts 5 and on the 14th prepa- 
rations were made to carry them both by storm. To avail 
himself of the spirit of emulation existing between the trobps 
of the two nations, and to avoid furnishing matter to ex* 
cite the jealousy of either, the attack of the one was com- 
mitted to the Americans, and of the other to the French.^ 
The marquis de la Fayette commanded the American de- 
tachment, composed of the light infantry, which was in- 
tended to act against the redoubt on the left of the' British 
works on the river bank ; and the baron de Viominel led the 
grenadiers and chasseurs of his country against that which, 
being further to the British^right, approached rather nearer 
the French lines. Towards the close of day, the two de- 
tachments marched with equal firmness to the ap3aiilt. £fiiu- 
lous for glory both for themselves, and their country, every 
exertion was made by each. Colonel Hamilton led the 
advanced corps of the Americans, consisting of his own and 
of colonel Gimat^s battalions ; and colonel Laurens, another 
aid of the commander in chief, turned tj^e ledoobt at the. 
head of eighty men, in order to take the garrison in reverse, 
and intercept their retreat. The troops rushed on to the 
charge without firing a single piece; and so great was their 
ardour, that they did not give the sappers time to remove 
the abattis and palisades. Passing over them, they assaulted 
the works with irresistible impetu^ity on all sides at once, 
and entered them with such rapidity Ihat their loss was in- 
considerable. This redoubt was defended by major Campbell, 

with some inferior officers, and forty-five privates. The 

redoubt attacked by the French was defended by a greater 
number of men ; and the resistance being greater, was not ' 
overcome so quickly, or with so little loss." Lift of fV. iv. 
541-2; Aa;}M<ij/, ii. 269-STO. , 
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Were straight ooadhicled^ while great Fayette led 

ColiLOitiui'sfree^Mim ardours Against the other* 

Scarce was the ottsot giT^n^ when abaltis^ 

And f raise, aiAd palisades already pass'd \5Q 

The dauutkts Hamilton upon the works 

Waves the proud flag of freedom ; Laurens saw 

The joyous emblem, and with rival speed 

Hastes ia reverse, and cuts off all retreat. 

Then Campbell, British chieftain, knew too late 155 

How vawi the stniggieJgaissi fwrf^TwdCRBa^s^oSsV 

^U i?.as then, great Hamilton! thy inbred worth 

BlazM forth in glory; like Columbia's chief, 

Foi^gettir^ recent wrongs^ incapable 

Of imitating. actions that disgrace 160 

More generous brutes, in middle victory 

Thou stay'dst the arm of slaughter ; Mercy's self. 

The Muse can witness, quitted her abode, 

And With a wreath, pittck'd from the bowers of 

heaven. 
With hand seraphick crown'd thy virtuous brow. 
Meamwfaile tiie brave Viomioel leads on 166 

His emulous Gauls, and treads with equal steps 
The path to victory, but his success 

15Ti *Tiua thm^ ffreat i/«iiirfttoir/— " The irritation pro- 
duced 'try tli)R'rf!C«nt carnage in fort Griswold had not so far 
subduMt the btiwani^ of the Amrerican character, as to in- 
diice retaliation. Not a visAn was killed, except in action. 
♦ Infea^able,* said coIowpI Hamilton in his report, ' of imi- 
tating examples of barbarity, and ftir^etting recent provoca- 
tion, the soldiery spaced every man that ceased to resist.' " 
Life of TV. iv. 54S, note. See Ramsatf^ ii. tnO. 



B«oK TK. OR Limmmr mnvemiiD* ttS 

Was dearly bo Hght ; for Brkoni, tbto* conpefi^d 

To yield the cootiBSt lo aoperkmr force, 170 

*Sdeign'd to retire till that the ntimber'd dead 

Of their prcMd fo«s surpias^'d their iD^«rn fowr^okl. 

Night now in sable clothing veird the sky, 

"When greftt CornwaUis, whothrouglMiit^ day 

Had prodigies perfonm'd df valotir, 4^rn^d 171^ 

His eyes te heaven 's vai^t, 4nd thought li« taw 

The lightenM scale of jnstbde rifling 6k>w 

Charged with the fate ^f Britain ; bal^ aghast 

The hero ^rank, and thus exdaim'd aloud ; 

<< Whence do diese Tisioaary forms^ arise 160 

Distiipbing 'reason's empire ? Is there not 

Enough of misery in human life, 

But must our fancy aggrayate the iH ? 

Hence, thou false vision of the troobled mind, 

Cornwallis knows thee not.' - The hero spake ; 165 

Then caird brave Abercroml>ie to his tent. 

And thus his kindred nobleness address^ ; 

** Warriour! Too long our frustrate hopes are plac'd 

On Clinton's promises ; a messenger 

Is just arriv'd who brings intelligence 190 

To damp our opening prospect: Hood and Graves 

188. mtr frustrate hopes ^c— ♦* On the lOth of Oct 1T81, a. 
raessen^er arrived with a dispatch from sir H. Clinton to lord 
Cornwallis, dated on the SOth of September, which stated 
varions circiinistancps tending to lessen the probability of 
relief bein^ obtained,by a direct movement from New- York.'* 
Ramsay y ii. 269. 

191. Hoed and Graves — For an account of the indecisiTe 
action between the Knglish and French fleets, the former 
wider ibe conmaod of admirals Hood aod Graves, and tbo 
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Who five BQCcessiTe suns hare hoverM off 

The bay of Chesapeak, encountering 

Superioor force and numbers, by mischance 

Havesufier'd Barras to escape their skill, 195 

And join De Grasse, who now has fortified 

The entrance of the bay, and there secure 

Defies attack ; it is then on onrselTes^ 

The warriour's best reliance, on ourselves. 

That all our future hopes, and confidence 300 

Must safely rest, and when the morrow's dawn 

Shall streak the distant hills, do thou assail 

With some selected bands those batteries 

From whence our haughty foe threats to disgorge 

A renovated tempest ; show that foe^ 205 

Vain of his late success, that Britons rise 

Superiour from defeat." Thus spake the chief, 

And Abercrombie thus in few replied ; 

^^ General ! To execute thy wiser plans 

Is Abercrombie's glory, and his pride, 210 

And ere the morning ray shall strike the hills 

Thy will shall be fulfili'd, and Britain's spns 



latter under De Grasse, with their mancenrring for five days 
off the Chesapeak, and the consequent junction of De Grasse 
and the count de Barras, see Lift of fV, iv. 5^8-9. 637. 

20:2. do thou assail b^c — *^ To su-^pend for a short time a 
catastrophe which appeared almost inevitable, lord Com- 
iirallis resolved on attempting to retard the completion of the 
second parallel, by a vigorous sortie against two batterirs 
which appeared to be. in the greatest readiness, and which 
were guarded by French troops. The party making tbut 
gortie consisted of three hundred and tifty men, commanded 
by lieikteoant-coloiiel Abercrombie/' XJfe nf kV. iv, 546. 
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'Poor their full Tefrgeacd on those rebel f(irt8.*' 

To whom Cornwallis; ^' Well I know thy worthy 

And time shall come when on the name revered 916 

Of AbercrcHnbie Britain's hopes shall re&t: 

But now we part^' I to repair our illsj 

Thou to thy post, and soon we 'il meet again.** 

JHe said, and both their several ways putSued, 

Striving to ward by weak mortality 3^ 

The blow of justice, and the arm of heaven. 

Bui now the joyous harbinger of day 

'Gan to dispel from off the tainted earth 

Fou) slavery's latest vapours, when uprose 

The Scottish chief; around him thronged his bands. 

Selected band^, to whose vain prowess fate - %'iQ 

Had giv'n the spark of slavery to relume 

For some short moments, these encircled round > 

The warriour thus in ardent words addressed ; 

^^ Fellows in arms ! to whom our chief assigns 230 

The glorious post to check in mid career 

Yon rebel host, and blast their full-grown pride. 

Show now your worthiness ; that eminence 

On which we stand high chos'n above the rest 

Must not be tarnish'd, but posterity 235 

Joy to record your deeds. Mark then my words ; 

Soon as the signaPs given, with eagle speed 

Rush on the opposed batteries, and thence 

Drive with the favoured bayonet the foe 

Who dares resist your progress; that performM 240 

Spike up their belching engines, and destroy 
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What6*eif tlie 'time permit ; bot wlitti their gaaMb 
Shftill from the trenches with superieur force 
Advance tipon your flankft, resist ye not 
Bat save yovr Taloed lires for future time 245 

And opportunities more siitlable." 
The h^o spi^e, and instant gave the word. 
As when the rapid Eze, by melted snows 
And northern torrents swoln, sweeps G?er ^he ^ains. 
Nor herds, nor fietds, nOr hedge^ nor bridge, nor 
town ^Sb 

Can stop its furious course, while Bxon^s waNs^ 
And Cleve's gree^ summits echo back thu r^ar; 
So rush'd the comrades of the Intrepid chief 
On the audacious foe, who tho*eia;te 
By recent victory, and in numbers str^yig, 365 

Could not withstand brave Abercrotn^bie^s arm. 
But fled dismay'd ; then did the Brititih trcKips 
Fulfil their chieftain*s orders, and the wreck 



S52. CttViiB tjreen summits — Cleve, whibh has long been 
a leat of the I^ivrtlmidreii, te situated on a cMn&iSfvdlh^ enii* 
nence opposite to the ancient city of Exeter, the capital of 
the West of England ; the rivet Exe, which is subject to pe- 
riodical inundations, runs below the hill, anjl l»etween it and 
the city.* 

257. ^then did the Brithh troojn ^c— " The |wirty rthdef ctilo* 
nei Aberrrombie was formed into two detadiTOcn/s^ which) 
about four in the morning, attacked the two batt(»ries with 
great impetnosiitv, and carried both with incorwidercibte^ loss; 
but the guards /rom the trenches immediately advancing on 
them, they retreated without beipg able to eftVct any thinjj 
important, and the few pieces which they had hazily spiked 
were soon rendered fit for gervice.'* LiJ* of VV. iv. 5:5j 
Ram^a^ ti*Sl0. 
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Of tbe Cotambian works bad t>een~c<>iB|>ietey 

Had not St. Simon's penetradog eye 260 

PerceWd the direful e?ily and aloud 

Thus to his troops he cries ; '^ For sjbame, ye G aula! 

Where do you speed your flight ? No other hope, 

No other bulwark now awaits your steps:; 

In your own ar-niB your hopes of. safety lie. 206 

Are these your pronuses, your £rm resolves,. 

To die, or conquer in Columbia's cause ? 

But tho' ye have foiigot your duty, Gauls ! 

Your chieftain well knows his. My rule 's io sleep 

On the drench'd i^atn of battle.'' Scarce he 

spake, 270 

And in ipid horrours plung'd. 'Twas then the 

Gauls 
No Sooner saw their chieftain's valued life 
Endanger'd by their fault, than as the dust 
Of nitred powder, when the awful reed 
Is once applied, instant the whole explodes ; 275 
So they with one accord, by love, and shame, 
And conscience urg*d, out of their trenches sprang 
Shouting aloud ; ^^ Save, save, our general save ;" 
And furious rush'd amid the hostile ranks. 
And now the horrid bayonet's dreaded point 280 
Drank deep the blood of men with rage renewM; 
While Discord, never satiate, laughing stood. 
Urging fell slaughter, and the groans of death. 
Then had the struggle 'twixt the combatants 
Been long and glorious, the Gauls to drive 286 

L 
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The impetnoQS Britons from their haughty post, 
And save their blasted laurels ; Britain's sons 
To check rebellion's progress, and destroy 
The foe's encroaching works : both stood, both 

fought, 
Both with one mind infuriate were impell'd 290 
ResoWd to die, or conquer on the spot* 
So mighty Hector, so the Grecian chiefs 
Strove for Pfttroclus' corpse, the one to save, 
And back convey it to the Grecian ships. 
The other to proud Troy to bear the prize; 205 
While all around the heaped bodies lay 
Drenching the earth with Greek and Trojan blood. 
Then had insatiate Death, with Terrour join'd. 
In the dark web of slaughter wrapt them both. 
Had not great Abercrombie's piercing eye 300 

Perceiv'd the pouring deluge, and aloud 
Thus to his troops exclaims ; ^^ Comrades in arms ! 
Have ye forgot your orders to retire 
From the surrounding foe ? all contest now 
Is vain and useless ; save your precious li?es 305 
While yet to save is easy ; haste, retreat, 
Obey your chieftain's voice, nor let that voice 
Accuse of rashness what should be enroll'd 
In deeds of highest valour." Thus he spake. 
And they reluctant yield : flank'd by the foe, 910 
Almost enclos'd, and from their countrymen 
Cut off, unwilling still to quit their post, 
They yet would fight, and fighting did retire. 
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So mighty Ajax bj the Trojans press'd, 
Yet fought, and turn'd, and turnM, and fought 
again, 31^ 

Much loath to quit tJie field, until at last, 
By JoTe's supreme decree, his mightj limbs. 
Slow changing their short steps, retir'd compcli'd. 



END OF THE NINTH BOOK. 
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1 HE golden car, and panting steeds of Day 
Had now completed more than middle space 
Up heaten's concave steep ; when hell's arch-fiend. 
Like some self-poised planet, high in air, 
Hung o^er his balanced myriads, and aloud 5 

Thus to fierce Moloch pour'd his ponderous Toioe ; 
<< Hell's second chief! Terrour of God and Man! 
Long hate I seen thy soul panting revenge, 
Like some gall'd lion on his daring foe, 
Some old Typhceus on the thundering Jove ; 10 
Nor have I seen thus long to sooth thy wrath. 
But add fresh fuel to thy risen flames. 
Chieftain ! The hour is come, when all our fears. 
And woes must vanish into desert air. 
Or else be fix'd eternal ; mortal power IS 

Can do no more, or Abercrombie's arm 
Bad yet resisted. Be it then for us. 
For us to check the progress of the foe. 
And float the British lion oer his tents. 
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This day the knell of Freedom tolls aload 20 

To all the earth ; and Ignorance again, 
With all her Tarious evil?, shall dikase. 
Her re-establish'd lustre o'er mankind. 
Haste then, brave chief! nor fear that punj seraph, 
Who proudly bears her half.illumin'd shield U 

Near Michaers waving sword ;* that sword be mine 
To shiver on this rb ; but no delay, 
Lead on the infernal phalanx ; let the roar 
Of our dread engines fright the barren sky : 
While the round earth shall to itff centre shake 90 
And fear for its coheaon." Thtts he said, 
And his fierce eye-balls fiash'd the fires of hell ; 
Nor Moloch deigned reply, but instant gave 
The^horrid sign of blood ; at which the host 
Upsent a shout that shpok the globed earth 3^ 

I^ea to its centre ; rent the frighted sky. 
And made the darkest depths of distant belt 
Tremble throughout. And now the earth had gone 
Against the will of Heaven to eternal wrack ; 
Had not Columbia's chieftain seen the storm, 40 
And thus to Freedom pour'd his pious prayer; 
Celestial Spirit ! If e'er thou took'st delight 
To succour suffering man ; if e'er thou heard'st 
Him whom thou call'st thy son ; now lend thine aid ; 
For mortal strength no longer can avail 45 

Without the help of Heaven ; preserve thy friends ; 
Preserve the human race from these dire jlls ; 
And O ! may universal peace and love 
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R^ay Hke hovioiin of this dreadful day 1" 

Scarce bad heiaid wlieii through the seas of air 60 

The heaveiriy secaph skimm'd her lacid way, 

Nor dos'd her oary pinioiM, till oppos'd 

To all the hostile myriads poisM she stood, 

And thus indignant spake with voice di?ine ; 

<^ Infernal myriads ! Know it is not gireii 6$ 

Immortal weapons to be stain'd with blood 

Of mortal man, hence then to whence ye came, 

Your fittest place of residence ; there wait 

Yonr future doom: too long has patient Heayen 

Endur'd your countless wrongs ; too long hath man 

Been made your sport and prey. Hence then, be 

gone." 6t 

She spake, nor waited Moloch*s bursting rage. 
But straight from off her blazing shield remov'd 
That mist of clouds wldch all its glory yeil'd ; 
Instant fell horrour seized their sinful ranks, 66 
And from their nerveless hands the couched spear 
Dropped, nor their eyes could wait the fiery edge 
Of that resplendent orb, which, like the sun, 
Shot thro' the barren space 'twixt earth and sky, 
And fiird all ether with ambrosial blaze. 70 

Now angel with arch-angel tumM to flight 
With terrible dismay, and odious rout ; 
As erst in heaven wheh Michael's griding sword 
Had quelPd their mightiest; so much had sin 
Weaken'd their heavenly powers; nor staid dieir 

course 79^ 

1.5 
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Till thro'' the gates of bell ^ey wing'd their way. 

As when proud Snowdon's awful summit wrapt 

In sinking darkness, fills with awe ^e minds 

Of Cambrian shepherds, who then house their flocks 

Fearing the coming storm ; but when the sun 80 

Rising in awful majesty dispels 

The incumbent gloom, then all tiie Talleys lau^, 

With joy responsire to the shepherd's breast t 

So now the orb of liberty dispelPd' 

The infernal host throughout the Uquid air; ftS 

SaTo where tbeii^ mightiest few withstood, tho' scarce 

Withstood the fiery orb) not less by sin 

Pollute, but once advanc'd in higher sphere 

Were more enabled to endure the blaze. 

These now, tiieir heads in clouds of treble dark 90/ 

Closely enwrapt, together joined to plot 

New schemes of eyil 'gainst the aoni of mem 

To them Beelzebub, majestick king, 

With crest unfallen thus the silence brake ; 

<< Imperial Pon^ers^! For by what othec name' 95* 

Can you be yjet address'd, who even^ now, 

Though ^l our forces fled, and our own stnen^^ 

More than half lost by long sojourn in^ heU^. 

Yet even now with uQdupinish'd spirit 

Withstand the force of Michael newly come 1(X^ 

From highest heay'n.'s inTigorating light? ' 

Unconquer'd Virtues ! Since our mighty plaa,. 

So well de?is'4 with seeming excellence^ 

Hath f ail'd success, and by experience taught 
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Wo dearlf ' leara how futile all attempts 106 

To wield immortal arms 'gainst mortal man 7 

Hear now what I adTise ; full well ye know 

How much by fraud, and subtlety is gained 

O'er the weak minds of men ; by this alone 

Our mighty chief tempted the first of mea 110 

To his destruction, and by this, alone 

Do wicked kings and ministers on earth 

Obtain unlawful sway, which when obtained 

They use with barefaced tyranny ; so we 

May mix unseen among the British host, 115 

And whisper in* their breasts the surest means 

To ensure success against our dauntless foe. 

This done ; when victory shall crown thdr deeds^ 

Then may we take revenge for all the shame 

Our flying myriads suffer." Thus he spake ; 1^ \ 

And thus to him fierce Moloch gave reply ; 

^^ Long have I, mighty Beelzebub ! admir'd 

Thy sovereign wisdom ; for amongst our chiefs 

Who wiser is than thou, our prince except ? 

But much I fear, while Michael's potent sword l^S 

Waves thus aloft, and Liberty's dread shield 

Flaming its fiery horrours, guards the foe, 

Nor wiles, nor subtlety wilt aught a^rail. 

My voice 'tiien is with unextinguish'd rage,. 

And instant onset, in close phalanx join'd, 130 

To attack those heavenly guards, and from despait 

To seek our hope of safety." Thus he said, 

And as some wounded lion rolls around 

His flashing ey^^balls, raging to devoiup 
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His dariog enemy, and vriih hii tail 1 36 

LAsbes his tawny sides, nntil at last 

With foaming javs he springs upon the foe : 

So now had Moloch's fiwce intjoeptd soul 

Not wasted for his peers, but instant t«MhM v 

Upon the sword of Michael, when his prince 140 

Thus with persoauve accents check'd his rage; 

<^ Moloch ! FuU w«ll do all thy brare compeers 

Know thy intrepid worth, where danger is 

There Moloch*s dauntless form is surely found ; 

Bnt 't is not bravery alone our cause 145 

Stands now in need of^ *t is collected thought, 

And cool deliberation to supplant 

Our hearenly opponents^ and since they 

Haye not recourse to arms, so will not' we: 

Here we are equal ; then will be the time 150 

To appeal to force, when MichaePs dreaded sword 

Which now so yaidfy deayes the yielding air 

Shall dare to interrupt our well-lai4 plans. 

What if hard fate forbid our potent host 

Their prom'is^d yictory o*er mortal man ! 155 

Virtue herself 's full oft the slave of force, 

Nor e'en our foe with all her yaunted might 

Shall dare to trespass 'gainst the high command : 

JBere theDtwe are but e^al; buttho' fate 

Forbid immorti^ weapons to be us'd 160 

'Gainst frail mortality ; yet is not Death, 

That griesly ling of terrours, iron-tooth'd^ 

Whom I in secret dalliaooe erst in heayen 

Bfgot on SiQ| my son, my only aon^ 
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Is he not sdll impower'd to glut his maw 16S 

With blood of fallea Adam's progeny ? 

Bttt Death is heedless^ cares for friend nor foe^ 

And sweeps with ondistiDgaish'd greediness 

Within his brazen net, both good, and bad ; 

High, low, rich, poor are all as one to him ; 170 

Let us then guide hb hand, he '11 not refuse 

To obey oar coimsd, iUnt to aid our cause. 

The cause of him and us ; and if, perchance, 

He strike Columbians hero, then will peace, 

And faith, and freedom bid farewell to earth : 17d 

Here then we more than equal our proud foe : 

Hence then despair, we have the joyful hope 

Of speedy vapgeance. Nor is this, though great, 

Our sole reliance ; can we but delay 

For six short days the foe's progressite works, 180 

And fictory eternal shall be ours ; 

For efen now while floating high in air 

'fio?e Apalachian snows, my joyful eyes 



lda> For Hx ihori dujfs ^c— ** Sir Henry Clintpa was well 
informed of the danger which threatened the army in Vir- 
ginia, and coold not be insensible to the influence which itt 
fate would have on the war. He determined therefore to 
hazard every thing for its preservation ; and having embariced 
about 7000 of bis be«t troops, sailed for the Chesapeak, un- 
der convoy of a fleet augmented to twenty-five sail of the 
line. The armament, which did not leave the Hook tUl the 
dbiy CO which the c^itulation was signed at York-towo^ 
(19tb of October,) appeared off the cape of Virginia on th^ 
84th of October. Unquestionable intelligence being re* 
ceived there that Uird Cornwallii had surrendered, no |ufl|« 
clent motive remained for attacking an enemy so superionr ia 
point of force at was tho count de Gfasae, and the British ge* 
neral returned to New York." X(/« oj FT. iv» 655-6) JEUm^ 
iay^ il.878. 
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SiscMu'd Britannia's pendant streaming ]ii|^ 
Before the faTOvrtng gale ; she pilots men, 185 

And, but her ponderous freight hath mnch delay 'd 
Her eager speed, had long ere this beestt here. 
Haste then, brave chiefs I Pot off your heavenlj 

form^ 
And in man's form mix witii yonr f^low meD ; 
There give the counsel of soperiour minds, 100' 
And may success and better fates prevail !". 
Thus spake the fiend, and loud applause ensn'd*,. 
Save where stern Moloch's half unsoothed soul 
Scarce frawn'd assent grimly* But now the chiefs 
Obedient to the counsel of their prince, Idft 

Put on the human shape of Tarioos mien 
As suited best their tempers, and their hopes 
To hold/dominion a'er the sons of men. 
Far on the drenched plain a warriour lay, 
With woundsy and glory ccown'd, and circling 

foes, SCO 

Whom not e'en age, that chills the blood of men,^ 
Could keep from honour in his country'^s cause r 
Much did Comwallis lore him, but his fate 
Had not yet reached the mighty general's ear. 
Bim Satan saw, and straight assum'd his focm SOd* 
Exact in limb and feature, and with speed 
Thus to the British chieftain pour'd his words ; 
^ Beloyed general ! Britain's firmest hope I 
Lo ! where victorious Abercrombie's arm, % 
With scarce a handful of our veteran bands, 210 
Hath check'd the aspiring progress of the foe. 
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By this day's yaloaroos deed Britannia gains^ 
A never-fading crown ; we greet thee, chief! 
And h^l the aaspidoos omen ; hence let fear 
Be banish'd far, for if we can attack, 31 5> 

And that snccessful, saVe, we dui defend ; — 
Nor need we long defence, for even now 
IntelKgeni^, on which I can depend^ 
Hath*reach*d my jojons ears, thi^ Clinton send^ 
A timely succonr to his friends in need* ^HQ 

Ere six short snns hare roird their daily coarse^ 
Britannia's flag shall float off yonder Cape 
And all our woes be ended." Thus he said,. 
And thus to him Cornwallis answer'd brief ; 
^^ Experienc'd Veteran I Well thou would'st ad» 
▼ise, aa* 

But much: I fear that ere two suns hare roH'd 
Thdr perfect course, nor gun, nor battery,. 
Nor ammunition will remua;^ our works 
In every quarter sink beneath the Are 
Of our besiegers, and those parallels, 230^ 



299: rink beneath the fire Sfd — ** About fonr in the after- 
noon, the besiegers opened several batteries in their second" 
parallel; and it was apparent that, in the course of theen-^ 
»aingday, the whole line of batteries in that parallel, in which 
was mounting an immense quantity of artillery, would be 
ready to play on the town. The works of the besiegedwere 
in no condition to sustain so tremendous a fire. They were 
every where in ruins. Their batteries were so overpowered,, 
that in the whole front that was attacked they could not show 
a single gun ; and their shells were nearly expendJed. In this 
extremity, lord Cornwallis formed the bold design of en- 
deavouring to escape by land with the greater part of his 
army." Life of W. iv. ft45-6. See abnve, note book is- 
¥er.92. 
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Which tbreai their openii^ horrourt^ wHl complete 

Oar ruin ; neither town^ nor works, nor shtps^ 

Afford US farther fhelter from oar foes. 

Loogeir resistance then is waste of life 

To arm'd and anarm'd, and hwnanitjf 93Il 

Most teach ns to be mevcifdl and jnst." 

Thas spake the chief, and thus again Ae fiend ; 

<* If then resistance is no longer safe, 

What if we trast to flight ? Our Taloarona troops, 

JoinM on the Gloster shore with Tarleton'is force, 

Maj thro' t)ie oj^MM^d de Chois/'s feeble bands 241 

Cat their resistless waj ; wiien may we gain 

By rapid march the Rappahannock fofd, 

Pass the Potomaok, with its sister flood, 

And thus thro* PenkisyWania force our way 245 

Till we reach Jersey, where we meet again 

Our British brethi'en." «< Well thou hast adyis*d,'^ 

Reply M ComwaJIis, ^* for tho' desperate 

Seems the attempt^ jet desperate is our state, 

839. What if we tntst to flight f 6fc.— Lord Cornwallis " de- 
termined to leave his sick and baggage behind^ and crossing^ 
over in the night with his effectives to Gloster shore, to attack 
de Choise. After cutting to pieces, or dispersing the troops 
vpder that officer, he intended to mount his infantry on the horses 
bf longing to that detachment, and on others to be seized on 
tlie f(Mtd, and by a rapid inarch to gain the fords of the great 
risers; and by forcing his way through Maryland, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Jersey, to form a junction with the army in New- 
*York* Scarcely a possibility existed that this desperate 
attempt could be crowned with success ; but the actual Mtua- 
tion of the British general had become so absolutely hope- 
less, that it could scarcely be changed for the worse. Boats 
prepared under other pretexts, were held in readiness to re- 
ceive the troops at ten at night, in order to convey them over 
the river.'^ Life of fV. iv. 546^7. 
S44, it$ tUterfloodf^Tha Sosquehannah. 
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Despair tkoR be our saf^uard, and when night 260 
^ha^X spread her sable curtain, let our boats 
Under pretences various be safe moor*d 
Close to the town." 7'hus ended further parle* 
i And now the fiend rejoicing in his heart 
Bow'd and withdrew, and in the toils of war 255 
Mix'd^ not unseen, for Michael's piercing eye 
Saw where his lengthenM strides he proudly strode^ 
Nor check'd his gait, but smiPd within his breast 
To see how wicked beings defeat the end 
Of their own wickedness. Scarce had the steeds, 
And ferreot wheels of Day descended down 291 
The middle steep of hearen's vast concave^ 
When now the second parallel complete^ 
The storm of battle 'gan to rage afresh 
In treble fury, that one unengaged 265 

Had said the tempest was but just commenc'd. 
Now all the plains, and hills, and distant sea 
Laugh with the sulphurous light, and gleam of 

arms. 
While the dread enginry pours all around 
Its iron showers. Meantime the British chief, 270 
Firm and unmov'd amid surrounding wrecks, 
Crested in valour stood, nor knew to yield. 
So some spent boar circled by dogs and men 
Bristles in Tain the horrours of his back. 
And whets his angry tusks, but to enhance 275 
The value of the capture to the foe. 
Then did Cornwallis' great and mighty soul 
Shine forth preeminent ; his god-like mind 



934 WASHINGTON, BOOK X. 

Then mark'd him fit for rule ; while all around 
Evil on CTil rose iacalculate, 280 

And death it$^]f in erery hideous shape 
That scares the soul of man appeared ia Tiew ; 
How cool his orders ! How composed his brow t 
Dreadless of danger e'en when whizzing fate 
Drove up the stony earth beneath his feet. 285 

While half his brave companions at his side 
Grasp'd in the agonies of death the stained dust ; 
While the throng'd streets of York-town flow'd ia 

blood 
Bridg'd with the dead and ^ing, and the crash 
Of falling houses in untimelj fate, 200 

And hideous ruin crushed those maimed men. 
Who seeking^ shelter crawPd beneath their roofs ; 
When e'en his guards forgetting their own ills 
Thought of their chief, and wish'd him to retire ; 
How like a God he stood ! The breath of H£e 29ft 
How willing to compact for honour's meed I 
But vain his efforts ; for in the open sky 
Heaven's awful trumpet spake the Wrath divine. 

Far to the right mid thickening clouds of war, 
Near to Columbia's guardian, Laurens stood 300 
ClothM with impetuous valour, on his brow 
Sat purple youth circled with wisdom's crown ; 
Dear to Columbia's bulwark was the chief. 
Dear to his country ; to his valourous arm, 
And to his virtues much that country owed. 305 
Ah! Youth! too brave! the Muse herself must 
drop 
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The sorrowing tear o^er thy approaching fate. 
Alas I Too soon the enemy of man 
Hath enTied thee thy worth, and nipt thy bad 
Ere it arrire to fruit ; with other hopes 310 

Thy country nurtur'd thee ; but tho' thou fall. 
Thou f^l'st in glory shrouded, and thy sons 
Shall smile in freedom, when they weep for thee. 
Thee now the arch-fiend, where from afar he viewed 
The fratricidal horrours of the field, 315 

Too soon perceiy'd, and with deep msdice fraught 
Thus to the king of Terrours pourM his ire; 
if Beloved Son 1 In whom my only hopes 
Now rest ; full well thou know'st how much my 

cause, 
And thine in this dayV contest are iavoIvM ; 3^ 
Wdl too titou know'st how Fate forbids to use 
Immortal arms ; to thee alone is given 
The power to hurt mankind; to thee alone 
I now address myself; see where our foes. 
Just on the verge of capture, closer draw 325 

The yawning net of war ; see where the prey 
By their own useless numbers circumscribed 
Lose ha)f their vigour, 'tis to thee, my son ! 
I look for succour, hear then my request." 
Him interrupting brief the king replied ; 330 

<< Speak that request, and deem thy will obey'd ; 
My cause and thine are one, but much I fear 
This day is evil." Thus the Terrour said. 
And thus the heil-sprung Malice gave reply ; 
<< Thou seest far off where youthful Laurens stands. 
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Shrouded ia Talour and his noble deeds, SS6 

Mnch to his foresight does Colnmbia owe^ 

And on his ardent patriotick zeal 

His chieftain rests his hopes ; bnt brarerj 

Is his least Tirtue, and the excess of it 94Xy 

His greatest foible. Vengeance then be oars ; 

His fate will kindle in his general's breast 

Regret past utterance. Take thou this ball^ 

Dip it in fate, and speed it to his heart." 

The gridslj Terrour took, and grinn'd a smiley Si& 

His last fell smile, then lodg'd the fated lead 

DeeA in the chieftain's breast; now sleep's dark 

cloud 
The heso's eyelids clos'd, but not before 
Thus with faint accent spake his parting sonl ; 
^^ Go tdlthe general, 't is not death I moan, 3Mi 



839. hut hranenf la hit lea$t v/rAie, S^c-^Lieat. CoL Jolui 
Laurens, whose fate is here described, and whose character 
is so exquisitely drawn by Dr. Ramsay, did not lose his life 
at the siege of Yorlt-town, but in an unimportant skir- 
mish at the conclusion of the war in the subsequent year ; 
but tlie poet could not forbear trespassing upon chronolof^ in 
order to crown the deeds of a patriot, '' who was the pride of 
bis country, the idol of the army, and an ornament of hu- 
man nature." — ^^ Where-ever the war raged most, there wai 
be to be fo9nd. A dauntless bravery was the least of his vir- 
tues, and an excess of it his greatest foible.** JZomfoy, ii. 
891 ; Life ofW. iv. 636. Upon hearing of his fate general 
Washington said ; ** The death of colonel Laurens I consider 
as a very heavy misfortune, not only to the pnblick at large, 
but particularly to his family, and to all his private friends 
and connections, to whom his amiable and useful character 
bad rendered him peculiarly dear." life of W, iv. 631. 

350. '* Go itU tht general^ Sfc. — Compare the dying speech 
of general 0esaix at the battle of Marengo, whence this is 
burrowed. 
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As that I did) and liate not done enou^ 

To eternize my fame." Thus greatly fell 

The jrotthfnl Lanrens, and Mke Thebes* brare 
diief 

Died but to lire for e^er. Spotless Shade ! 

Reproadiless Warriour ! Braveiy and worth S5B . 

Haye lost in thee their model) but thy fame 

Shall shine to fntnre men the polar star 

To gnide their wanderii^ ihro* the seas of life. 

Nor did not Freedom see thy coming fate ; 

She saw and grieT'd, and from seraphick eyes 360 

Shed tears of angeh' pity, bat the wiU 

Of Heaven mast be obey'd ; the f^tes forbad 

Two stars to role Colambia^s hemisphere. 

But what or tongue, or pencil can portray 

Thy mighty generaPs grief ? Him utterance 365 ^ 

Long time forsook, and Fate denied the tear 

To ease his swollen heart. But nor the fiend 

Rejoiced in his joy, such fury seiz'd 

The madden'd troops, that like the forked fire 

HurPd by Hearen's hand upon the sins of men, 370 

So rush'd their gleamy bayonets on the foe ; 

While black Revenge before their bristling ranks 

Made smooth the road to certain victory. 

Now rose the star of evening, beauteous light, 
Night's silent messenger, and in her hand 375 

Led grateful Twilight ; now had horrid War 
Relaxed his rancour, when the British chief 
Prepared to execute his latest plan. 
And last resource so seemingly devb*d; 
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Now were the boats unmoor'd^and with first freight 

Reach'd in security the opposed shorey 381 

When Freedom saw, and wiHi Jier lireath diTine 

Breath'd on the indignant waters, which u))ro8e 

In curling billows, While the elements 

Pour'd forth thdr winds and rain. Comw^s saw, 

And 'reft of hope thns to his poignant soul 386 

The hero spake; ^^ Some God, some God U is ' 

That thu9 with wrath celestial thwarts mj hopes ; ' 

All contest now is vain, the will of Heaven 

With humble resignation I obey." 390 

Scarce had the hero said, when round his tent 

Empyreal glory blaz'd, and words di?tne 

Thns pour'd the balm of comfort in his breast; 

<^ Tho' long Heaven^s patience hath endnr'd the Sins 

Of rash and feeble men ; yet mercy shines' 395 

In the celestial breast pre-eminent. 

And spares the rod of vengeance ; taught thyself 

The awful lesson of experience, 

Teach thou to others, that the heavenly will 

Created mankind free^ and did intend 400 

That free they should remain, themselves alone, 

And their own cowardice have forg'd their chains ; 

380. and with Jirtt freight (Jfc — ^** The arrangements ^ere 
made with the atmotit secrecj ; and the first embarkation had 
arrived at the point unperceived, and part of the troops were 
landed, when a sudden and violent storm of wind and rain 
interrupted the further execution of this hazardous plan, and 
drove the boats down the river. It was not till the appear- 
ance of day-li^ht that the stor^n ceased, £>o that the boats 
could return. They were sent to brin^ back the soldiers s 
who, without nluch loss, were relanded on the southern shore 
4n the course of the forenoon." Lift of fV. iv.Mlj M, ii. «70-l. 
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Teach thou this lesson, when the time arriTC 

That Indian darkness shall invite thy sway : 

Now when the blessed sun shall gild the earth, 405 

Humble thyself before thy mighty foe, 

And learn that mercy, which the heavenly mind 

Instils into his heart.'^ The glory ceas*d. 

And left him prostrate, while his swollen eyes 

PourM the big tears of penitential grief. 410 

'T was^Searchfiend, who from afar had seen 

The failure of his plans, and Freedom's arm 

Triumphant in the cause of just, and right, 

Look'd up to heaven, and in the hand of God 

Saw the dread scales of justice, and his fate, 415 

His unreprieved fate, in lightest scale 

Mounted aloft, and thus to his own soul 

Pensive he spake ; ^* Alas ! My hour is come, 

My final hour, when I must leave mankind 

To their own innate virtues, unpoUute 4^0 

By ills external ; such indeed they came 

From their great Maker's hand, and such again 

They will in time become, for virtue is 

Innate and natural, and vice alone 424 

Is taught, acquir'd. Farewell then, happy race! 

Farewell thou earth, and seas ; ye glittering stars 

A long farewell ; and thou bright orb of night 

That with reflected glory givest back 

Those golden beams, that once call'd forth my hate, 

And still my envy, take my last farewell. 430 

It is not Michael's arm that now uplift 

Threats its red vengeance, 'tis not this I fear; 
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No ! Bf the empyred heaven I swear, that erst 
Bore witoess to my powers, luid shook* throughoot 
E'en to its utmost verge beneath my aim ; 415 

No ! 'tis not this, nor yet the enfeebled state, 
Whkfh absence long from heav'n's ambrosial light 
Hath deep and irrecoverably impressed ; 
No ! 't is the internal feeling ; 't is those scales 
Which call me to my doom, and shew how yain 440 
To oppose by arms the fix'd decrees of Fate." 
Thus spake the fiend His last, and sped his flight 
With murky pinions thro' the seas of air. 
Like some dun cloud updirown from Etna's fires. 
Him foliow'd Beelzebub, and all the crew 445 

Of hell's curs'd chieft^ns, for e'en Moloch's soul 
Was humbled, seeing the fated scales aloft ; 
Norstopp*d their course till down the steeps of hell 
He and his rout-accurs'd plang*d their last stoop. 
All now had fled, sare one, and one alone, 450 
The monster Mammon ; him the hearenly Power 
Ordain'd for wisest purpose to remain 
Some longer time on earth ; but there 's a point 
A sacred point, beyond which Mammon's course 
Not' reaches, then shall Freedom blaze abroad 45^5 
In highest glory o'er the fertile globe ; 
Then Peace, and Virtue, uncorrupted Faith, 
And naked Truth, and truth's all-potent child, 
Eternal Wisdom, shall eternal reign. 
Scarce had the infernals left the abode of mea 460 
When Michael, now his mission done on earth 
Of guardian care to weak mortality. 
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Spread forth hb heaTenlj pinions, that aroiind 
Scattered ambrosial fragrance, and iiplift| 
IVith glory shining like the rising sun, 465. 

High thro' the void of ether skimmM.his waj; 
Nor stopped till at the adamantine gates of hell^ 
Which the infernal chiefs had jnst regained, 
He thus his mission crown'd in fewest words ; 
^^ Hell ! Seal thy gates ; and thou, obllyious Pool 470, 
Whelm the infernal host; 'tis given no more 
To injure man, liut peace and (ove shall reign 
Henceforth triumphant o'er the sacred earth ; 
Such is the. will of Heaven, Heaven's will be dooe/'^ 
Thus spake the archangel, and the infernal gates 475 
Clos'd their harsh thunders, that the lowest depths 
Of long^xtended hell trembled throughout ; 
Night's silent reign astounded echoed back 
The grating horroar ; and affrighted Chaos 
Leapt from his throne, tiever to mount again, 480 
His mission thus complete, the mighty saint 
WingM liis celestial flight thro^ liquid space 
To heaven's golden portals, where the Hours 
Keep watch alternate, these spontaneous roU'd 
Their fragrant clouds, self-opening to his speed. 485 



474. Such is the will ofHeaven^ — " And I saw an angel come 
down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit, and 
a great chain in his band. And he laid hold on the dragon, 
that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, and bound 
bim a thoasand years; And cast him into the bottomless pit, 
and shut hihi op, and set a seal upon him, that he should de- 
ceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled; and after that he must be loosed a little season." 
Heveliitionff chap. zx. ver. 1 , 2, 3. 
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Now thro' the eastern gate the gorgeous sua 
Slowly, majestlck rose, and scarce uplift 
In fullest orb above the smiling earth 
Than 6x'd it stood in |^orf , beaming forth 
The light of lore, and liberty to matt* 490 

This when Colambia^s heroes, and aUiea 
First i^w, with outstretched hands, and gnatef ul hearts 
They pour thear adorations to Jhat God 
Who made both sun and them, and led them forth 
From slavery, as the Israelites of old 495 

From bpudageund from Pbfiraph ; ^^ Gracious Beiegi 
Aecepi our grateful hovi^ii^e which we pay 
Pqre, and nufeigued at thy mercy-seat; 
Under thy heavenly aid not all our foes, 
Tho' tenfold multiplied, shall turn our hearts 500 
From the great cause of Justice, Tratb, and Thee." 
Such was tlieir song spontaneous, for i^ey s^w 
Tii0 haud of Heaven uplifted in their cause. ^ 
'T was then their chief, whose penetraling mind 
Had seen the late attempt to escape by flight, 505 
And fear'd for the r^ult, should Britain's sous 
Longer resist ; 't was then his mighty spui 
Shot fik^ the winged lightning thro' their ranks 
Breathing celestial ardour, in his train 
Courage and Terrour folio w'd, shouting loud, 510 
While Victory and Success in middle air 
Blazed visibly. ** Now, now,V the hero cries, 
<* The day is ours; let the assauKfbe given," 
Prom rank to rank the electrick furor ran. 
And shouts of victory rang the vaulted sll^y* 515 
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As when Colaml^n riTers pour their floods 
Down from the western mountuiis to the isea, 
And burst the riven rock, while the loud roar 
Frights the.tifaek borrour of their. mighty woods, 
And a^l is delcqpe : or as when some fire, 590 

Hurl'd by Hearen's hand on Africk's parched trees, 
Flames fkr and wide, and e'en the beasts of speed 
Cannot escape its fury : so the troops 
Thro' fire, and smoke, and terrour cleave their way. 
And leare the flying plain behind their steps 525 
Hillock^d with dead. See e'en the foaming steeds 
With glistettii^ ears await the trumpet's sound, 
Paw the dreochM plain, and snorl the risen, war. 
H^re mighty Fayette, like the warriour God, 
Foams to the tight ; there his great riral's soul, 
The brave Roohambeau fears to be outdone, 531 
And bears down all before him ; while Gouvain 
With Lincoln, St«uben, Ndson, Fortail, Knox, 
And dauntless Humilton's impetuous fires 
Complete the scene of slaughter, and dismay. 535 
Then did the British troops perceive too late 
How vain resistance^ 'gainst fair Freedom's sons; 
Still did their spirit, worthy a better cause, 
Disdain but by command to yield the day. 
And stood unmov'd, save but to close their files. 540 
O'er fallen dead. But now as when some (ood 




of W. iv. 610. 
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Stopt by a trifling moundy swells up its stream 
To pour a double horroar o'er the plains ; 
So now Columbia's warriours, and allies, 
Freedom and Fury urging on their ranks, 545 

Scarce check'd re-pour their deluge on the foe* 
This brave, Comwallls saw, and seeing knew 
The die of Fate was cast, and thus the chief 
With sorrowing words address'd his sorrowing troops ; 
^^ My brave companions ! Ye whose well-tried wordi 
Merits 9L better fate— but 't is not man 551 

With whom we have to combat, 'tis a power" 
Superiour far to man, a power which tames 
The fiercest breast, and lulls the wisest mind* 
'T was this which cast that mist before my eyes 555 
When led by false delusive hope I ween'd 
A speedy succour from our valourous chief. 
And thus prevented by a prompt Attack 
The junction of our foes; 'twas this whidi eoop'd 
My force in York-town, while the power remaia'd 
To reach our distant brethren in the south; 561 

558. Jnd thus prevented fife.—** La Fayette, after his junc- 
tion with St. SimQn, bad taken post at Williamsbarg; lord 
Cornwallis, in the month of August, had intended an attack 
upon this force, but was prevented by the expectation of 
succours from sir H. Clinton." Ramsay^ ii. 260. 

560. while the power remain* d fife. — ^* On the same uncertain 
ground of conjecturing what ougb# to have been done, it 
might be said that the knowledge earl Cornwallis had of 
publtck affairs, would have justified him in abandoning 
York*town, in order to return to South- Carolina. It seems 
as though this would have been his wisest plan$ but either 
from an opinion that his instructions to stand his ground 
were positive, or that effectual relief was probable, his 
lordship thought proper to risk every thing on the issue of a 
sie|:e, &c.*' Ramsay, ii. 261. 
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And above all 'twas this which wrapt ia clouds 

Of dark impeoetrable to CiiBtOD*s eye 

The inarch of Washington thro* Jersey's plains, 

Atid safe presenr*d his forces from attack 665 

Till they reachM York.town and their Gallic friends; 

And what bat this now leads them to the assanlt 

Like forioos madmen, and my veterans 

Refts e'en of hope, and chills them to the hewrt ? 

Since then we feel how vain it is to cope 670 

With such superiour powers, we now will try 

Their chieftain's private virtues, and if fame 

Readi not my ears delusive, mercy shines 

With highest lustre in his virtuous breast. 

Instant some trusty herald speed his way, 675 

And bear our wishes to the chieftain's ear. 

Scop, mighty general ! in mid volley stop 

Your thundering arms; spare, spare the blood of 

man." 
Thus spake Comwallis to his prudent chiefs. 
Humbled, and therefore prudent. O that men^ 580 
Before they give the signal to destroy 



563. Of dark impenetrable ^c— '* While the attack of New* 
York was in serious contemplation, a letter from general 
Washin^on detailing the particulars of the intended opera- 
tions of the campaign being intercepted, fell into the handf 
of sir H. Clinton. After the plan was changed, the royal 
commander was so much under the impression of the intel- 
ligence contained in the intercepted letter, that he believed 
every movement towards Virginia to be a feint, calcnlated 
to draw off his attention from the defence of New- York. 
Under the influence of this opinion he bent his whole force 
to strengthen that post, and suffered the French and Ame- 
rican armies to pass him without any molestatioD, &c«" 
Ramsay^ ii. 866, See Life of fTAY. 531. 
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Their fdlow^image of ih6 self-same Ged, 

Woald ponder deeply in (beir tboog^ttl bMsU^ 

That he.^who dares unsheaih the mnrdero'M lilade 

Must wait the conqueror^s will to sheath the same! 

Then coine iatreaiies with their pallid Ime, 680 

And limping penitence that would forget 

Its numerous wrongs; then adosonitioa stalkJ 

With frequent restige o'er the self-sanie §ro«indy 

And talks of lifers uncertainty and chaaee^ 690 

And changeful lot of man, and the besi views 

Of hope obacnr'd ; then too are Fate and* Hearea 

Oft blam'd for human erroars ; but Fate dwells 

In acts o'eri-past, and gone, and by those acts 

Wpuld witU matcnial care instruct mmkiod M6'^ 

To shun t^e future eril^ but h^ care 

Is thro* ambiUon, aind aadacsous hop^ 

Too ofiM slighted for apparent good^ 

Thus now the Britons ; but Columbia's chief 

No sooner heard the messiigi^ than as when 600 

T)ie heayenly spirit breathes npon the storm 

Instant the angry waves in sileUce husk'd 

Subside their swollen tumours, and in peace 

nayful reflect the dazzling eye ofdxy ; 

So now the chieftain rais'd his awful voice, 605 

I^€Feas'd by Freedom an4 by Virtue's aid, 

And luli'd the billows of the raging war* 

Tl!tus Tirtne erer spares the humbled foe 

And 'fore the throne o( mercy k>w]y bends. 

Scarce had the joyful echoes back return'd 610 

The gladdening sound, when Terrour's grisly King^ 
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Not yet re<iOTer*d from his savage jojr 

O'er faUm Laurens, turn'd his pallid jaws 

Toward the peace-giver, and with a, shriek 

That shook Columbia's summits, moan'd his lost tfitf 

Of human banquets, and his weakeoM poipr ; 

Then fled tq feyerM J^va, his IoyM isle, 

Where frequent sits the monarch Ihron'd in state. 

So loud he shriek'd that even distant Sin, 

Where in the western Ind the monster-form. 620 

Sat bartering human blood for fleeting gold, 

Heard the dread sound, and with new tremoars shook 

Prognodtick of decay ; nor even Sleep 

Not heard his brother's yoke, from where he lay 

Snoring in Dehli's towers, but scarce arous*d, 62J| 

Rubb'd his dull lids, and listless dropp'd agaki* 

But cease, my soul ! thus harassing thyself^ 

To sing of Britons tanquish'd ; 'tis jheir cause, 

Not they which are subdued : Britons engag'd 

In freedom's righteous aid, not all the earth 63Q. 

Rben in arms could shame by base defeat; 

But when Alnbition with her iron rod 

Urge them to battle, then foul rout ensues, 

And discord and dismay perrade their breasts. 

Thus then it is, thus may it eyer be 6$§^ 

With those who do to others what theraselyes 

Would not be done unto. Thus too it is 

With man, when wisdom goyems not the state, 

The people, soon or late, will see their fault, 

And with imperious yoice demand reform. 640. 

So well, and true, Pbtlosoiihy hath said, 



248 WASBiireTONy booki« 

Those nations oi^y can be governM right, 
Where kings are wise, or wisdom*s sons are kings. 
But cease, my Mjise! Andgreet the approaching goal 
Of rest to thee, of happiness to UMin. 64ft 

Henceforth the I'eign of Peace throughout the world 

049. Where kingi are teu«, jfc. — Both sacred and ffrofane 
wrken leem to Tie wtth.each other in incnlcating- this senti- 
ment ^ Be wise now therefore, O ye kings ; be instructed, 
ye judges of the earth," was the exclamation of the Psalmist: 
\P$, ii. z.) and the prayer of the wisest of men was — ^*' Give 
me now wisdom and linowledge, that I may go out and come 
In before this people; for who can judge this people, that is 
to great ? And God said to Solomon ;. Because this was in 
thine heart, and thou hast not asked riches, wealth or honour, 
Dfftr the life of thine enemies, neither yet faasit asked long life; 
but hast asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that thou 
mayest judge my people^ ove^ whom I have made thee king; . 
wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee." 8 Chron»\» 
10—18. See I Kings^ iii. 9— T2. In truth '« Wisdom is the 
principal thing; therefore get witdMUf and with all thy get- 
ting get understanding." Prov* \y, 7* And snch was the 
constant prayer of David. Ps. exit. 34. 12ft. 144. 169. The 
heathen writinpi are full of the same sentiments, but the 
passage in the text refers to the celebrated maxim of Plato, 
lib. y\:de Repub. mentioned by Cicer^, lib. i. ep. i. ad Q. fratr. 
This maxim is well applied by Plutarch in his Life of Numa, , 
where he observes ** that mankind have but one means of 
cessation and liberation from evils ; and that is, when the 
kingly power shall, thro* some divine chance, be combined 
with the intellectual endowments of the philosopher, and thus 
make virtue predominant, and superiour to vice." Sect. 20. 
Our learned countryman Blackstone has profited by this wis* 
dom ; ** In general," tajs he, *^ all mankind will agree tliat 
government should be reposed in such persons, in whom those 
<iualities are most likely to be found, the perfection of which 
is among the attributes of him who is emphatically styled tlie 
Supreme Being; the three grand requisites, I mean, of wisdom, 
of goodness, and of power: wisdom to discern the real in- 
terest of the community ; goodness, to endeavour always to 
pursue that real interest; and strength or power, to carry this 
knowledge and intention into action. These are the natural 
foundations of sovereignty, and these are the requisites that 
ought to be found in every well-cdnstituted frame of govern- 

mt." Blackttoney Inirod. sect. ii. p. 48. 
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Shines nndbturVd, jave by some senseless few. 
Who urg'd hy enyy, or ambition's curse. 
Will for a time disturb the joyful earth ; 
But Fate, and dire Necessity hare chain'd 650' 

By. links of adamant ta narrow space n 

Their power to harm, and all their future wars 
Will, like the dying culprit'jB struggling pangs. 
Show their approaching end* Hail blessed Peace ! 
Daughter of Justice, hail I Thou art to man, 655 
Freedom except, the best of Heayen's gifts; 
Thou mak'sl the earth, with laughing yerdure clad, 
Gladden the human heart ; thou mak'st the sea 
Smile o'er its barren waves with plenty crown'd, 
While the blest skies reflect the double joys 660 
Of sea and earth. O ! had mankind but known 
One half the blessings that thy train infolds ; 
Had they but known that 'tis alone to tliee 
That Wisdom owes, and, Wisdom's parent. Truth, 
Their brightest rays; that universal love 665 

And charity, heaven's portals, are alone 
Open'd by thee to men ; that freedom shines 
Then with her .purest lustre, when by thee 
Attended, o'er the joyful heads of men 
She wings her heavenly flight, and pours around 670 
Celestial fragrance, and immortal joys ; 
O ! had mankind but known the least of these, 
'thy various gifts; then had they ceas'd to stain 
The earth, like beasts of prey, with human blood. 
Then hadst thou here remain'd, nor, driven from 
hence, 675 
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Again (by rtfage 8oagbt o^ar Hat gr«at Power 
Who dwells in darkness nAiH the abyss Of %ht 
But great as is thy worth, so gratitnde 
As great is doe to him, who broogbt thoe dowa 
From thy blest mansion here to dwell with M 690 
Poor feeble men, who crawl our path to death - 
The creattirres of a day-— a shadow's dream* 
Bat gratitude is not ; her place is fiiPd 
By liTid envy. Yes ! Great Washhigton^ 
Thee did tiie serpent hiss, and hissed ^[>ptaiise. 085 
Enyy^s the meed of greatness, which the bad 
I*7e'er fail bestowing on soperrour worth ; 
Even the Muse is envied, much more Thoii. 
Bat malice brings its bane, and antidote, 
With the same hand,- and indignation's rotce 690 
When virtue is attacked, like thunder's peal, 
Howls o'er malignity's devoted head. 
And scattering far and wide the elouds of evil, 
Gives to the blaze of patriotick worth 
A clearer, and a purer atmos[^6re. 695 

But now had war scarce ceas'd hb horrid din, 

685. 2%eB did the serpent hiss, — In addition to wliat has al* 
ready been quoted upon this subject In the note, b. i. ver. 264, 
tbe reader may consult the foliowii^ P^Hi*^ of the fifth -90^ 
Inme of the Life of Washington, 189—193. 251-2. 414. 51S, 
where Washington, in a letter to general Lee, expresses his 
own seiUiments ujHin this subject. 

" With equal virulence, tbe military and political cha- 
racter of the president ^as attacked, and he was averred io- 
be totally destitute of merit either as a soldier or a statesman.- 
The calumnies with which he was assailed, were not con- 
fined to his public conduct ; even his qualities as a umiu wer& 
the subjects of detraction, &c.*' Life of fV. v. 716-^. 755. 
795. 799. 
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And wearieid earth begun t6 taste repose. 
When thus the seraph, whose anrbrosial brcfttb, 
And heavcn-sprung^ rays, had fill'd her offspfin^'tf 

breast 
With ardour more than human, and the rights 700 
Of man had cans'd to triumph o'er the earth 
'To endless time, thus with her latest words 
AddressM the pious chieftain, whei^e he stood 
Pouring the balm of comfort on those n^nr 
Who bled for freedom, and their countfy^s cause ; 
<^ Once more, beloved Son t my words attend, 70d^ 
Nor think thy labours ended, tho* this day 
Would stamp thy memory, with eternal fame; 
Not that 't is blood^stain'd nctory which gires 
Jmraortal honours, 't is the cause alone 710 

Of just, and^rfgbt, which crowns the conqueror's head, ' 
For victory is murder legalizM 
Bereft of justice ; rather think thy toils 
Are but begun, and that a life of ease 
Is to the generous mind a type of deaths 715 

While the blest rays of virtuous acts diffuse, 
Like the pare solar beams, o'^r sea and land 
An ever-liviDg glory. Thank thy God, 
Thank him unceasing thanks, who from the dust 
Hath raised thee thus to thk» high emineDce, 720 



714. a Ufe cf eate ^c.«-Of the almosi '< inviaciUe attach* 
ment" of general Washington to domestick life, and the ex- 
treme difficulty of getting him after the war to enter upon 
the stage of politicks, the Life of fVa$Mngten makes frequent 
mention,ana the reader may consult vol. V. p. 136. 156 — 163. 
1T6-7. 



U!l WASuiNOToir, book!. 

Hii cbosea instrumenl^ ixi work bis work 

On earthy the work of e? er-duriog good, 

Iteroal happiness io all mankind. 

Let iron tyranny's polluted soil 

Ne'er stain thy footsteps, but where-e'er thon tread'st 

Let freedom reign, with anclogg'd industry, 730 

And smiling Peace ; let heavenly Wisdom's s<^na 

Be holden high in honour ; where she dwells 

There dwelleth Virtue, her beloved child, 

With Science, her near kin, the friend of Trnth, 730 

And foe, whatever some think, to iron power. 

Let splendid wealth be only then esteem'd. 

When, join'd with virtue, wisdom it promote, 

And human happiness, and above all, 

Keep thy pure heart unwounded by the stings 736 

Of evil conscience, and reflect that power 

Yoked With justice, is that best of yokes 

Which blesseth man, and points the way to heaven. 

My Son ! Thou art by Freedom's aid arriv'd 

The height of mortal bliss, the power to bless. 740 

The human race, and, Freedom hopes, the will : 

Seek thott no higher ; beyond is not for thee ; 

But know that mortal frailty wraps thy limbs. 

And the last clothing of mankind is dust. 744 

Weigh well these things ; act by these sacred rules ; 

And Freedom's shield shall guard Columbia's sons 

To endless time. Thus only shalt thou reap 

The golden harvest df a virtuous mind, 

While round thy head shall lambent glory play 

A crown of heavenly light. Columbia 750 
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hing the goal of earthly happiness, 
thus diffuse her blessings round the globe; 
direful gates of war be ever clos'd, 
peace eternal beam upon maokind." 
I spake the seraph, and her heavenly orb 755 
snded o^er Columbia, where it shines 
eater buckler to a greater Rome : 
I slow ascending thro^ the joyous skies 
'd the blest choir of Hearen ; there sh^ sits 
le right hand of Wisdom Infinite^ 760 

listening to the call of virtuons men* 
! Spirit divine I All hail ! nor 'sdcign to hear 
voice of gratitude. To thee the IMnse 
B her best fires ; to thee all nature owes 
varied blessings ; for where thou art not 765 
ling is good, or beautiful^ but all 
eary wilderness, where vice and sin 
t with the human feelings. But no more 
these pollute the earth ; thy sacred orb 
far dispel them into outer dark ; 770 

in their stead shall mirth and love abound 
I virtue ever pure ; the vales and hills, 
'egn'd by thee, shall teem with new delights, 
e'en the depths of ocean laugh with joy. 



FINIS. 
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